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We are well into 2012, but 2011 will
mark the family history books for Lar-
ry and Mimi Paris.

It was a big deal
when Larry, 72, and
Mimi, 71, of Sellers-
burg, hit their 50th
wedding anniversary
on June 3. The 1958
graduates of Provi-
dence High School —
who met in freshmen
homeroom at the pen-
cil sharpener — knew
exactly how they
wanted to spend it.

They gave themselves the biggest
gift ever: they took their entire family
on a trip to Colorado for a week — 39
people, including seven children and
their spouses, 21 grandchildren and two
of their spouses. (The grandchildren
range in age from 5 to 29.)

Their destination? Crested Butte, a
breathtaking 1880s former coal mining
town in Southwest Colorado surrounded
by 2 million acres of national forest,
wilderness and mountains.

“We picked a week; it was almost
mandatory,” said Mimi of the July trip,
which was a year in the planning.

Family members had vacationed to-
gether before but “nothing to this ex-
tent,“ Mimi said. “Instead of having a
big party, I wanted the ultimate family
vacation.”

There were schedules to clear, and
travel and lodging arrangements to
make. Some family members live local-
ly, others call Florida, Ohio and Illinois
home.

“My daughter Theresa Bivens, of
Sellersburg, was like a travel agent,”
Mimi said. A son, Ronnie Paris, of Boo-
neville, Ind., was familiar with the Colo-
rado resort and made reservations for
three houses and one condo. Fourteen
family members stayed in Larry and
Mimi Paris’ vacation house.

“It was huge, three floors. Everyone
had privacy, said Mimi, who compared
the houses to lodges.

“We ate in,” added Mimi of the
meals. “When we’re together we want
to stay together.”

They took turns dining at one anoth-
er’s homes. One night a house hosted a
chili cookoff; other meals included piz-
za and gourmet hamburgers. Mimi
asked that one rule be followed: “No
texting at the table.”

Daughter-in-law Michele Paris or-
chestrated the daily family activities,
which included white-water rafting,
biking, hiking and horseback riding.

The white-water rafting trip provid-
ed some amusement for some of the
clan when Larry and Mimi had a mis-
hap and were tossed into the frigid wa-
ter.

“We fell in; the kids got a charge out
of that,” Mimi said.

Another incident involved a sprained
ankle when a granddaughter stumbled

over rocks during her descent off the
peak of Mount Crested Butte, a climb of
12,162 feet. She had to wear a boot for
the duration of the trip.

The family has various ways to re-
call their special time together.

“The children took a video of all the
kids and gave me the CD,” said Mimi,
who also kept a journal.

“I kept notes,” she said. “When I got
back I typed it all out and gave every-
body a copy.”

Daughter Carol Colvin compiled pho-
tos and made them into a memory book
through an online company, Shutterfly.

Daughter Maria Joksimovic inter-
viewed the Paris’ grandchildren about
their favorite things about the trip and
why they thought their grandparents

have stayed together so long.
One granddaughter captured the

events through a colorful essay she
wrote that included the touching slide
show at the end of the week.

“It was fun watching them have
fun,“ Larry said. “There was so much to
do.“ It couldn’t have been any better. “

“It was a wonderful memory,” said
Mimi. “We’ll cherish that. The kids are
still talking about it.”

That isn’t all that’s being talked
about these days. Mimi and Larry are
expecting their first great-grandchild.

Cynthia Schultz’s Grand Times column
appears occasionally. To suggest ideas,
call (502) 582-4215 or email
neighborhoods@courier-journal.com.
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