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For Nikita Perumal, 17,
the Conservation Writing
Contest was a convergence
of two of her passions: writ-
ing and environmentalism.

Nikita is the state winner
of the 2011 Conservation
Writing Contest, sponsored
by the Kentucky Division of
Conservation. She first won
at DuPont Manual High
School, where she is a senior,
and advanced to win at the
district level for the Jeffer-
son County Conservation
District.

For being the district win-
ner she received a certifi-
cate and a T-shirt. She was
recognized as the county
winner at an awards ceremo-
ny April 19 at the Gheens
Academy, where she read
her essay aloud and was pre-
sented with a plaque and a
$100 award. At the state level
she received a coffee-table
book, a certificate and $250.

In addition, teacher Glenn Zwanzig
received on behalf of DuPont Manual a
$500 environmental education grant —
money provided by Jefferson County
Farm Bureau.

Nikita lives in the Highlands with
her mother, Manju Ahuja. Her father,
Narayanan Perumal, lives in Indian-
apolis.

Nikita is active in the Manual Envi-
ronmental Club and has served as
president for two years.

For two years she has participated
in “I love Mountains Day,” a lobbying
event in Frankfort organized by Ken-
tuckians for the Commonwealth,
where participants stand up for clean
water, clean energy and an end to
mountaintop removal coal mining.

Writing the essay was an assign-
ment for her AP Environmental Sci-
ence class. Zwanzig chose three essays
from the class to enter in the contest.

Nikita says she would have wanted
to enter the contest even if the essay
had not been a class assignment. “I
drew on some ideas I’ve accumulated
over the years, and I’m passionate
about writing,” she said, adding that
she’s considering majors in English

and environmental law.
“Nikita is a true conser-

vationist and she is an in-
credible writer,” said Zwan-
zig. “Her feelings about
conservation come out
strongly in her writings.
She wants to awaken the
world and let people know
about what we are doing to
ourselves.”

He noted that her essay
“was very expressive,” and
added, “Nikita believes
strongly in what she writes
about.”

“The point I wanted to
make” in the essay, she said,
“was that we don’t consider
the environment a lot of
times. We don’t make it a
priority on a day-to-day ba-
sis. We have to work on
changing our mindset by be-
coming informed and
changing our lifestyles.”

She said there are many
things individuals can do,
such as carpool and insulate
their homes, and students
can print their papers on

both sides. Her club has encouraged
teachers with sunny classrooms to
switch off the lights and take advan-
tage of natural light.

She says that in Kentucky, which
has a prominent coal presence, individ-
uals need to encourage more political
support of sustainability and new ener-
gy sources.

Nikita says she’s been writing since
she was very young. “There’s some-
thing beautiful about words and how
they can be woven together to ex-
press,” she said.

“I read a ton when I was a child, and
my parents read to me, and I was fasci-
nated by the process of storytelling. I
was attracted to writers who were
good with prose and used interesting
and illuminating phrases to express
themselves.”

In addition to her interests in writ-
ing and environmental law, Nikita is
also interested in psychology and in-
ternational relations.

She has been accepted to four col-
leges and is planning to wait for re-
sponses from two more, as well as fi-
nancial aid offers, before deciding
which to attend in the fall.
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ry staged a performance of “Pirates”
last summer at Kentucky Country Day
Theater, and Huling made her off-
Broadway debut with the Gilbert & Sul-
livan Players traveling ensemble in
New York. She made her Kentucky Op-
era debut in a Gilbert and Sullivan festi-
val.

Becoming hooked on the duo “was
like a fever,” she said. Huling is plan-
ning a new Summer Musical Theater
Workshop with performances of “Pi-
rates” June 24-26 at the KCD Theater.

At the Bards Town sing-along, also
singing with a score in hand, was Haley
Ragsdell,17, of Anchorage, who planned
to audition for H.M.S. Pinafore at the
amphitheater.

With Gilbert & Sullivan operettas,
“Once you know the words, you can’t
stop laughing,” said Haley, who once
played the nursemaid, wearing a gray
wig, when she was in sixth grade in a
production of “Pirates” at Anchorage
School.

“My family randomly breaks out into
(Gilbert and Sullivan) songs,” she said.

The Rev. Charlie Pye, pastor at Grace
Presbyterian Church in Clarksville,
came to the sing-along with a tattered
copy of the “Pirates” music and lyrics.
He’s the former administrator of the
New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players.

Pye said he believes the duo’s operet-
ta lyrics influenced the Gershwin broth-
ers, Ira and George, in their songwrit-
ing. “They’re very sophisticated but
funny,” Pye said. “I can talk about Gil-
bert and Sullivan forever.”

Reporter Martha Elson can be reached at
(502) 582-7061.

» COVER PHOTO: Performing, from
left, are Alexander Redden, Cory
Vaughn, and Tony Pursley.

ety. Her title derives from the name of
the haughty character in “The Mikado.”

Rogers played oboe in the Youth Per-
forming Arts School orchestra during a
1982 production of “The Mikado” and
sang in the Kentucky Opera Chorus dur-
ing its production of “Pirates” in 2008.

Gilbert and Sullivan shows are
known for being “topsy-turvy,” she said.
“There was something in each show that
was ridiculous and turned the ordinary
on its head.”

“The Pirates of Penzance” gets off to
a wacky start when the hard-of-hearing
nursemaid to Frederic, the leading man,
discloses that she accidentally appren-
ticed him to a “pirate” rather than a “pi-
lot.”

Ruth, the nursemaid, was played by
Elizabeth Huling of Lyndon, head of the
Emerging Artists Group teaching and
performing conservatory, and Fredric
was played by Tony Pursley, music di-
rector at Victory Memorial Baptist
Church on Southern Parkway.

Singing along in the audience was
Francesca Kemper of Georgetown,
Ind., who said her late husband, Jay, re-
ferred to Gilbert and Sullivan as the
“Monty Pythons of opera.”

The lyrics are “very tongue in
cheek,” said Kemper, who was a soloist
in the role of Little Buttercup in “H.M.S.
Pinafore” in the Gilbert & Sullivan Soci-
ety’s Inaugural Gala Concert last fall at
Hereen Hall at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Crescent Hill.

The group’s mission is to present and
enjoy the works of Sullivan (1842-1900),
the musical composer, and Gilbert
(1836-1911), the librettist, who collabo-
rated on 14 comic operas between 1871
and 1896, of which “Pirates,” “H. M. S.
Pinafore” and “The Mikado” are the
best known.

Huling’s students at the conservato-

Chandi-Millet Plummer plays Mabel, the daughter of Major-General Stanley.


