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Events
Benefit for Jacob Russell Boulanger Memorial
Fund for Truckers. Mid America Truck Show at the
Kentucky Exposition Center, 937 Phillips Lane. Fund
helps truckers in need. Applebee’s (all area restau-
rants), 11 a.m.-11 p.m. today and tomorrow. Bring
flier (download at jrbmfund.org), present it with
your check; 10 percent of the check benefits the
fund. At the truck show, Hooters Girls “Hooters
Photos” for $5, with $2 going to the fund. Other
fundraising activities tomorrow-Saturday at Papa
John’s Cardinal Stadium parking lot, 2800 S. Floyd
St. Details: www.jrbmfund.org.

Mount Washington AARP Chapter 4613 school
supply drive. Ralph Lutes Senior Center Building,
223A Delania Drive, Mount Washington, need
contributors of all ages. No. 2 pencils, large-size
crayons, plastic protractors, one-inch binders, color
markers, inexpensive calculators, elementary grade
wide-ruled paper needed. Bring supplies to the
AARP meeting at noon April 5. Supplies will be
distributed to the local elementary schools during
the week of April 16.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Mill Creek/Bill Pieper
Post 5421 activities. 7111 Lower Hunters Trace:

Bingo. 6:30 p.m. tomorrow. Preliminary games
then regular bingo at 7 p.m. Also, 10:30 a.m. Tues-
day. Preliminary games until regular bingo at 11
a.m.

Karaoke. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. Friday, and 8 p.m.-mid-
night Saturday. Hosts: Chett Pat, Friday and Angel
Wolf, Saturday.

Cornhole. 7 p.m. Monday. Sign-up, 6 p.m. $5
blind draw. 448-5421.

St. Peter the Apostle Parish fish fry. St. Andrew
Academy, 7724 Columbine Drive, 5-8 p.m. Friday.
Fried, baked fish, cheese pizza. Dine-in and carry-
outs. Cake wheel. 937-5920.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Pleasure-Valley Post
1181 activities. 6518 Blevins Gap Road.

Karaoke. 8 p.m.-midnight Friday. Featuring Mike
Mattingly. Also, 8-11 p.m. next Wednesday. Food
sold.

Indoor Cornhole. 6 p.m. next Wednesday. $5.
Bullitt County Theatre Company staged read-
ing, “Split Decision.” Ridgway Memorial branch
library, 127 N. Walnut St., Shepherdsville, 1 p.m.
Saturday. A comedy about a divorced couple who
decide not to share the kids but keep the kids in
the house and share the house instead. Free.
921-3210.

Bernheim at Night: Winter Star Stories and Sky
Watch Night. Exit 112 off Interstate 65, Clermont,
8-10:30 p.m. Saturday. Indoor presentation at the
Garden Pavilion. The Louisville Astronomical Soci-
ety will set up telescopes. Call the day of the pro-
gram for any changes due to weather. Registration
due by 4:30 p.m. on the day prior. $10 per Bern-
heim member; $12 others. 955-8512. www.bernhei-
m.org.

Little Flock Ministry Center Annual Egg-strava-
ganza. 5510 N. Preston Highway, Shepherdsville,
4-6 p.m. Sunday. For children from “walkers”
through fifth grade. Entertainment, inflatables,
cookout, an egg hunt. 955-8760, Ext. 262. www.lit-
tleflock.com.
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I sabelle Wharton, 11, describes her-
self as “the kid who’s always
bumping into the wall and knock-

ing stuff over.”
That’s why the Crosby Middle

School sixth-grader said her family
was stunned to see what she’s learned
to do on a pair of roller skates.

“The matches trick is the coolest,”
Isabelle said. “You put this stick in
your mouth that has all these matches
on it and you strike them on the floor
while your partner is spinning you.
It’s pretty nuts.”

Isabelle and 94 other Crosby stu-
dents participated in this year’s Cir-
cus of the Kids, an extracurricular
performance event that has helped
students at Crosby learn all kinds of
gravity-defying tricks on skates,
bikes, trampolines and even a trapeze
for the past 17 years.

Public performances ran March 8-
11 at the middle school.

The students spent about two
weeks learning their routines, work-
ing with professional partners who
are part of the Circus of the Kids
staff. Based in Florida, the circus pro-

gram has been working with students
across the country for 30 years.

Bruce Pfeffer founded the pro-
gram after falling in love with circus-
es as a kid and studying at Florida
State University’s Flying High Cir-
cus.

He worked at Walt Disney World,
Six Flags Great America and Club
Med in the Bahamas before he real-
ized that circus arts and kids make for
a great pairing.

“It was almost by accident because
I didn’t set out to start something like
this,” Pfeffer said during a rehearsal
at Crosby. “But once I started teach-
ing circus to kids, it just fit.”

For students like Isabelle and the
more than 521,000 kids who’ve been a
part of Circus of the Kids perfor-
mances, the challenge teaches them
about teamwork and boosts self-es-
teem, Pfeffer said.

“It’s the greatest thing to see them
when they’re starting out and think-
ing there’s no way they can do these
things,” he said. “And then when they
do their routine for the first time, you
can just see how much confidence
they have.”

Pfeffer said he often gets emails
and letters from people who were
part of the circus program when they

were children.
School library media specialist

Terra Murphy and former principal
Albert Cole, who retired in 1999, first
discovered the circus company at a
middle school conference. Murphy
and instructional assistant Christine
Smith now co-sponsor the program.

To learn more about the Circus of
the Kids program, go to www.circu-
softhekids.com.

The program doesn’t cost the
school any money because it’s run like
other afterschool activities and stu-
dents pay a fee to participate, Murphy
said. This year, the fee was $185, she
said.

“The great thing is that not only
has interest and participation grown
over the years, but that we’ve all no-
ticed that circus really draws a lot of
kids who don’t participate in any oth-
er school activities,” Murphy said.

“It makes you kind of teary-eyed to
see them so confident in themselves
and each other when they’re done.
Circus is a really big thing to every-
one at Crosby.”

Silk aerialists, from left, Ebony Reed, Hailey Velasco and Taylor Floyd perform at Circus Of The Kids. DANA RIEBER/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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