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STANFORD — Stock-
holders of Dix River County
Club in Lincoln County
have agreed to sell the
struggling golf course,
though finer points of the
deal have yet to be worked
out.

Cliff-Ed Irvin, a stock-
holder and Realtor who has
been involved in sale nego-
tiations, said this morning
that stockholders voted
ursday to sell the opera-
tion to Danny McQueen of
Nicholasville and partner
Steve Coleman of Lexing-
ton.

“We have a deal in prin-
ciple, but there are still de-
tails to be worked out,” Irvin
said.

McQueen, who owns
and operates about six golf

courses in central Kentucky
including Peninsula in
northern Garrard County,
confirmed this morning
that he plans to buy the
course and operate it as a
semi-private club with
memberships while open-
ing it up to public play.

Issues pertaining to in-
ventory such as golf carts
and outstanding bills owed
by the club remained to be
worked out, McQueen said,
but he hoped to have the
deal finalized in two to
three weeks.

“Spring is on us, and we
need to get going as soon as
we can,” he said.

S c o t t  M o n t g o m e r y ,
chairman of the club’s
board of directors, said
today that Dix River — like
many golfing operations
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LANCASTER — About 50 peo-
ple came to a special Lancaster
City Council meeting Monday
night to discuss issues regarding
the city’s leadership, especially
first-term Mayor Brenda Powers.

On Feb. 6, five of the six City
Council members asked Powers
to resign. Through a memoran-
dum, they alleged she willfully
neglected her duties and did not
understand the duties of mayor.

Powers responded a week later
with a memorandum demanding
all City Council members resign

for allegedly holding gatherings
in violation of the Kentucky Open
Meetings Act.

After listening to 19 people
speak, Powers publicly repeated
her intention to not resign.

“I can’t resign because the cit-
izens put me here,” Powers said.
“I feel like the Lord wanted me
here.”

Gale Eden, a Lancaster resi-
dent who is also planning a first-
time run for City Council, was
one of several people who spoke
in support of Powers.

“I think it’s a shame and I sup-
port Brenda 100 percent,” Eden
said before the meeting. “There

are more important things that
City Council needs to worry
about.” 

As Eden addressed the City
Council, she said, “I think you
had it out for her from the begin-
ning.”

Even people who asked Powers
to resign, such as Angie Hubbard
of Paint Lick, expressed appreci-
ation for the mayor’s longstand-
ing record of service to the
community.

“I like you as a person,” Hub-
bard said. “But I think Lancaster
needs someone else. In my opin-

Residents weigh in on mayor controversy

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

STANFORD — Authori-
ties say a Stanford man was
fortunate to escape injury
when his truck went off a
bridge and into a creek
Monday afternoon.

A Kentucky State Police
news release said Ashley
Sparks, 33, was crossing a
bridge southbound on Old
U.S. 127 five miles north of
Hustonville about 1:30 p.m.
when the passenger side
tires of the pickup truck left
the road. Police said Sparks
overcorrected, causing the
vehicle to leave the road
and hit a guardrail and
bridge wall.

Trooper Paul Blanton
said the 1989 Chevy S-10
pickup knocked out the
guardrail and overturned
before landing upside
down in a creek bed. 

Blanton said Sparks was
able to free himself and
make it to the bank of the
creek with only minor in-

juries but left the scene be-
fore crews arrived. Sparks
didn’t report the crash to
police, and it was first
called in to Lincoln County
911 by a passing motorist
who spotted the truck in
the water, Blanton said. 

“e water covered all
the way past the bottom of
the window,” Blanton said.
“It was deep enough that
you couldn’t see into the
vehicle to tell if there was
anybody inside.”

Sparks was borrowing
the vehicle at the time of
the crash, and police first
called the owner in an at-
tempt to locate Sparks.
Blanton said it has not been
determined why Sparks left
the scene of the crash. 

According to the report
from state police, Sparks
was alone in the vehicle
and not wearing a seat belt.
Blanton said Sparks could
face a charge for failure to
produce insurance, but it
will depend on whether the
truck owner had insurance.

Truck found on 
its top in creek
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Victoria Murphy of Harvesting Hope, a local food bank and soup kitchen, holds Trinity Hawn, who models
one of the hats made and donated by a group at the Boyle County Public Library.

By JOANNA KING

jking@amnews.com

It should come as no sur-
prise that mankind’s best
ideas can be found at the
public library.

What does come as a sur-
prise is what a small group
of women can make in such
a short amount of time with
just hands and hearts fo-
cused on the goal of “Shar-
ing the Warmth,” a library
program that met on Mon-
day nights Jan. 9 through
Feb. 6.

e hats the women
made were presented Mon-
day night to Harvesting
Hope, a food pantry and
soup kitchen at 464 S.
Fourth St.

In less than one month,
Kathy Phillips’ idea of mak-

Shari Lane,
Lancaster city
clerk, left, listens
to city resident
Gale Eden ad-
dress the City
Council during
Monday night’s
meeting. Eden
spoke in sup-
port of Mayor
Brenda Powers.

Stephanie 
Mojica/smojica@
amnews.com

Group makes hats for those in need

Joanna King/jking@amnews.com

A total of 145 hats were handmade by local women who came together
on Monday nights for the “Share the Warmth” program at the library.

See MAYOR, on A8

See HATS, on A8 See SALE, on A8

Sale of Dix River
Country Club expected

Court strikes 
down surface 

mining regulation
An appeals court has struck

down a rule that state regulators
used to restrict surface mining
in a Floyd County watershed
where some residents fought to
block coal companies from
stripping the hills.�The regula-
tion had been put in place so
the state could impose addi-
tional safeguards rather than
ban mining altogether, said Tom
FitzGerald, head of the Ken-
tucky Resources Council.

Story on A3

Rebels come from behind to beat Garrard in OT

Also: Danville girls outrun Garrard County


