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Volume             
Dealer in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana & Michigan+

Bob Allen  
has been 
recognized as the 

+Based upon Great Lakes Business Center RAM retail sales reports of 295 RAM dealers Jan. - Dec. 2011.

#1 Bob Allen

IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL

IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIAL     IT’S OFFICIALOFFICIAL

2012 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB
HEMI EXPRESS

STARTING AT

$23,995
2012 RAM 2500 QUAD CAB
DIESEL

STARTING AT

$29,985
2012 RAM 3500 QUAD CAB
DIESEL

STARTING AT

$31,985www.boballenmotormall.com

LEFT TO RIGHT: Frank Stephens/Ram Advocate Indiana, Eric Herbert/Ram Advocate Michigan, 
Joe Henderson/Ram Sales Manager, Bob Allen/President, Hugo Schurr/Ram Advocate Kentucky, 
Brad Wessman/Ram Advocate Ohio

Like 
us on

his blocked shots in the sec-
ond half to prevent Michigan
State from mounting any kind
of rally. The Cardinals move
on to the West final against
Florida and coach Billy Dono-
van, who played under Pitino
at Providence.
“When we came here, we

know (what) we’re going to
face,” said Dieng, who also had
five points, nine rebounds and
three steals while matching
the school record for blocked
shots in an NCAA tournament
game. “We knew we were
going to come to a war. We
need to be tougher than them
to win this game.”
Michigan State (29-8)

started slow and never got
going against Louisville’s
amoebic defense.
The Spartans got shots they

wanted and usually make, but
couldn’t get many to fall
against Dieng or anyone else,
shooting 28 percent while
being outscored 20-14 inside
by the leaner Cardinals.
Green had 13 points and 16

rebounds in his final game for
Michigan State. Brandon
Wood added 14 points for the
Spartans, who were outscored
17-4 off the bench.
“They disrupted us a little

bit and we didn’t have enough
guys who could play well,”
Michigan State coach Tom
Izzo said.

This sweet matchup of top
programs featured two of col-
lege basketball’s best short-
preparation coaches.
Pitino has used his speed-

the-opponent-up system to
reach the Final Four five times,
becoming the first coach to
lead three different schools to
the national semifinals. Once
past the NCAA tournament’s
first week, he’s had a knack for
guiding his team further along
the bracket, going 10-0 in the
regional semifinals.
Izzo has spent his 17 years

at Michigan State building
teams that can handle the rig-
ors of the Big Ten or switch to
greyhound mode when the
opponent plays fast. He’s
been as consistent as any
coach in the game, leading
the Spartans to the Final Four
six times, including the 2000
national title, and 10 trips to
the regionals round the past

15 years.
Izzo played the right hand

the last time these two basket-
ball brains met, taking the
Spartans to the 2009 Final
Four after they found a way to
break Louisville’s pressure.
Pitino had something up

his sleeve this time.
With Michigan State bog-

ging the game down, the Car-
dinals struggled early, missing
12 of their first 13 shots. They
snapped out of it by hitting 3s.
Russ Smith hit a pair, Jared

Swopshire and Chris Smith
each dropped one in and,
even Dieng — 0 for 2 in his ca-
reer previously — got one to go
in.
Swopshire closed it out with

a 3 from the corner to put the
Cardinals up 23-18 at halftime.
Louisville was 7 of 15 from the
arc in the half, but got almost
nothing inside, hitting 1 of 15
shots from two-point range.

“Our game plan was to cut
off the paint,” Izzo said. “I
thought we did actually a very
good job of that. And yet they
hit some 3’s.”
Louisville shifted gears to

open the second half, getting
two layups and a dunk to keep
its cushion. Swopshire fol-
lowed with an alley-oop to
Siva for the point guard’s first
points, then stole the inbound
pass to set up two free throws
by Russ Smith that put the
Cardinals up 35-25.
Michigan State managed a

short run to get within four, but
Louisville used its pressure to
get a couple of steals and bas-
kets to go up 43-32. Dieng fol-
lowed with a couple more
swats — one on Keith Appling
that sailed into the stands — to
keep the Spartans at arm’s
length.
“He played an exceptional

game,” Pitino said.

BOX SCORE

LOUISVILLE 57, MICHIGAN ST. 44
LOUISVILLE (29-9)
Siva 2-9 0-0 4, C. Smith 3-7 0-0 9, Dieng 2-5
0-0 5, Kuric 3-8 0-0 7, Behanan 6-10 3-7 15,
R. Smith 3-10 3-4 11, Swopshire 2-4 0-0 6,
Blackshear 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 21-55 6-11 57.
MICHIGAN ST. (29-8)
Payne 1-4 2-2 4, Appling 1-6 3-4 6, Thornton
1-3 0-0 3, Green 5-16 2-2 13, Wood 4-11 4-4
14, Byrd 0-1 0-0 0, Gauna 0-0 0-0 0, Kearney
0-1 0-0 0, Trice 0-1 0-0 0, Nix 2-6 0-0 4, Ianni
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 14-49 11-12 44.
Halftime—Louisville 23-18. 3-Point Goals—
Louisville 9-23 (C. Smith 3-6, Swopshire 2-3,
R. Smith 2-4, Dieng 1-1, Kuric 1-5, Behanan
0-1, Siva 0-3), Michigan St. 5-21 (Wood 2-8,
Thornton 1-1, Appling 1-2, Green 1-7, Trice 0-
1, Byrd 0-1, Kearney 0-1). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Louisville 39 (Behanan, Dieng 9),
Michigan St. 36 (Green 16). Assists—Louisville
15 (Siva 9), Michigan St. 12 (Appling 4). Total
Fouls—Louisville 11, Michigan St. 15. A—
14,913.

By EDDIE PELLS

AP National Writer

PHOENIX — Exactly as
his coach asked him to,
Bradley Beal is bringing out
his ‘A’ game. His latest bit of
wizardry moved Florida a
win away from the Final Four
and set up Billy Donovan
with a perfectly scripted
matchup against his old
coach and boss, Rick Pitino.
Beal, the freshman with

NBA written all over him,
scored 21 points on 8-for-10
shooting Thursday night to
help the Gators to a 68-58
victory over Marquette.
Next up for No. 7 Florida

(26-10) is a West Regional
final Saturday against
Louisville and Pitino, who
taught ol’ Billy The Kid a lot
of what he knows.
“Obviously, I’ve said that

outside of my parents, he’s
the most influential person
in my life,” Donovan said.
The most influential per-

son on Donovan’s team? On
this night, it was Beal. He also
had six rebounds, four as-
sists, two steals and two
blocked shots, including one
on Jae Crowder while the
third-seeded Golden Eagles
(27-8) were desperately try-
ing to claw back after trailing
by 14.
Crowder, a senior and the

Big East player of the year,
never found his touch. After
sitting for eight minutes in
the first half with foul trouble,
he finished with 15 points on
5-for-15 shooting while an-
other Marquette senior, Dar-
ius Johnson-Odom, also
went 5 for 15 in a struggle to
reach 14 points.
“We struggled being in

rhythm most of the game,”
coach Buzz Williams said.
“Jae has always played more
than 12 minutes in a half, but

it’s dangerous for him to pick
up his third, so he sat a lot the
half. When you’re playing
against a team as good as
Florida and you’re playing
without your key guys, it’s
hard for that rhythm to get
established.”
Erving Walker had 11 for

the Gators, including a 3-
pointer that came after Patric
Young scrapped for an offen-
sive rebound with 2:05 left. It
snapped a 6-0 Marquette run
that pulled the third-seeded
Golden Eagles to within six.
But the biggest difference

maker was Beal, a high
school national player of the
year whom Donovan has
been pushing to be more as-
sertive, especially after the
Gators lost four of five head-
ing into the tournament.
“He doesn’t want to step

on toes; he’s very aware of his
place on the team,” Donovan
said, in explaining Beal’s
slow acceptance of a leading
role. “You can’t do anything
but love him because of the
way he handles himself.”
In the second half, Beal

served up about five perfect
examples of what he can do
when he steps up a bit. Blan-
keted by Marquette’s Todd
Mayo, Beal hesitated, took a
stutter step, then breezed
past him for a reverse layup
that would’ve made George
Gervin proud.
It was the second time

he’d blown past Mayo for a
layup. He also had a 3-
pointer, a couple of free
throws and a pretty assist to
Young to help the Gators go
up 56-44 with less than five
minutes left. For cappers, he
dunked for the last points of
the game, leaving him one
short of the high-water scor-
ing mark of his one-year —
one-and-done? — college
career.

Beal’s 21 lifts 
Gators to win

CARDS, from B1

AP Photo/Matt York

Louisville’s Gorgui Dieng, left, blocks a shot by Michigan State’s Derrick Nix during the second half Thursday
in Phoenix. Dieng had seven blocked shots as Louisville won 57-44. The Cardinals play Florida in Saturday’s
West Regional final.


