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TONIGHT
Mostly cloudy; 
40-percent chance of rain.

High: 70s Low: 50s
Complete weather map, A10
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY
THURSDAY
MIDDAY

Pick 3: 7-3-7
Pick 4: 1-1-1-1

EVENING
Pick 3: 2-9-4
Pick 4: 1-7-8-2

Cash Ball: 3-12-16-19
Cash Ball 2

Kicker 6-8-1-7-2
Decades of Dollars: 
25-28-37-42-46-47

5 Card Cash:
4H, 7S, 9H, KC, QC

Salvation Army plans
community garden
The Salvation Army, with

support from Ephraim Mc-
Dowell Health, is hosting a
community garden at 519 S.
Fourth St. for any interested
gardeners and gardening
groups. 

A 3,150-square-foot garden
will be divided into 10 plots
for those needing a place to
garden this summer.

“We’ve had a garden here
at The Salvation Army for the
three years now,” said Lt. Dan
Nelson, co-commander of
The Salvation Army in
Danville. 

“We’ve grown produce and
given it away through our
programs and services. This
year, we’d like to open up our
garden for others to have an
opportunity to take advantage
of growing produce for them-
selves.”

The Salvation Army will
prepare the soil, provide
water throughout the garden-
ing season, and offer expert
advice from area gardeners. 

Gardeners will need to
bring their own seeds and
tools to work their garden and
maintain it. 

Cost for the season is $20
per plot. In addition, The Sal-
vation Army asks for a small
portion of what is grown to be
donated for local distribution.

For more information, call
(859) 236-4473.

By ROGER ALFORD

Associated Press

FRANKFORT — A bare-
bones budget proposal ap-
proved by the Kentucky
Senate late Thursday would
cut spending in multiple
ways, eliminating the lieu-
tenant governor’s housing al-
lowance, taking away
proposed scholarships for
Appalachian college stu-
dents, and scrapping cost-of-
living increases in the
monthly pension benefits of
some 200,000 government re-
tirees.

The Senate approved the
two-year, $19.5 billion state
budget late Thursday on a 32-
4 vote.

The proposal would elimi-
nate a $30,000-a-year appro-

priation to provide a housing
allowance to Lt. Gov. Jerry
Abramson. He receives that in
lieu of living in the mansion
provided for him and his wife.

The budget measure now
returns to the House for con-
sideration. Some of the Sen-
ate’s changes are expected to
be contested in the House,
which will lead to the ap-
pointment of negotiators to
hammer out a final agree-
ment.

“I know that in a multi-,
multi-billion dollar budget,
the housing allowance that
we give to the lieutenant gov-
ernor isn’t a big thing,” said
Sen. Tim Shaughnessy, D-
Louisville. “I know in the great
scheme of things, that’s an in-

Senate cuts 
lieutenant gov’s

housing allowance

By TODD KLEFFMAN

tkleffman@amnews.com

HARRODSBURG — They’ve been working on
the Mercer County Judicial Center since it was
funded in the state budget in 2008. Some touch-
up painting and the laying of sod on the front
lawn is about all that’s left to be done before the
facility opens April 2.

The project initially was scheduled to be com-
pleted a year ago at a cost of about $9 million.
Gaps in the limestone beneath the site caused
the delay as the building’s foundation had to be
redesigned, adding another $2 million or so to
the price tag.

All of the time and money spent did not cre-
ate an eye-popping modern architectural
marvel at the south end of Main Street on
the same spot where the old courthouse
stood. A casual passerby from out of
town might not even give a second look
to the dark red brick structure with the
four massive white columns out front
and a cupola-topped clock tower.

“I bet someone who drives through town once
or twice a year won’t even notice it, it looks so
much like the old one,” said Frank Isaacs, con-
struction manager for Codell Construction, gen-
eral contractor for the project.

That’s mission accomplished for a community
most identified with its rich, well-preserved his-
tory.

“It was very important to elected officials and
the public that we keep as much as we could of
what we had,” said Judge-Executive Milward
Dedman. “We did not want this to change the
look of downtown Harrodsburg.”

Pieces salvaged from the old courthouse, in-
cluding its bell, clock and some windows, will

find a permanent home in the second-floor
lobby of the new building that overlooks
Main Street. The James Harrod Trust will
also decorate the public corridors of the
new building with artifacts of Mercer

County’s past, Dedman said.
While the exterior of the new judicial

MERCER’S NEW 
COURT SHIP

Todd Kleffman/tkleffman@amnews.com

Mercer Judge-Executive Milward Dedman, left, listens as construction manager Franks Isaacs points out features
of the circuit courtroom on the second floor of the new judicial center.

After delays, judicial center finally ready to go

By STEPHANIE MOJICA

smojica@amnews.com

ough cleanup of the old Philips Lighting
plant at 320 Vaksdahl Ave. is under way, state
environmental officials have not determined
when the effort will be completed.

e plant operated for more than 60 years
as Corning Glass and then Philips after the
company bought the facility in the mid 1980s.
Hundreds of workers were employed at Philips
at one time, but the factory had only 70 em-
ployees when it closed its doors in February
2011. 

Philips is legally responsible for cleaning
the site and issuing reports on its progress
to the Kentucky Department for Environ-
mental Protection, according to state geol-

Cleanup under way at Philips plant
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Preliminary reports indicate the old Philips Lighting plant in Danville has some elevated
levels of lead but nothing that poses an “extreme danger” to anyone, a state official said.

By ROGER ALFORD

Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Legisla-
tion that would have al-
lowed treasure hunters to
scour state parks and histor-
ical sites with metal detec-
tors hit a roadblock
Thursday in the Kentucky
legislature.

Tourism Development
Committee Chairwoman
Leslie Combs refused to call
for a vote, essentially quash-
ing the measure with only
days remaining in the leg-
islative session.

Combs, D-Pikeville, said
Thursday she would be
open to a vote on an
amended proposal that
would allow limited search-

ing of public sites under a
pilot program, if all sides
agreed. So far, no such
agreement had been
reached.

Preservationists had
raised concerns that allow-
ing treasure hunters to
comb public land with
metal detectors could allow
artifacts that belong to the
people of Kentucky to fall
into private collections or be
sold for cash.

Nancy Ross-Stallings, a
professional archeologist,
was among a growing cho-
rus of critics who called on
lawmakers to oppose the
proposal to keep people
with metal detectors from

Treasure hunters’ 
proposal blocked
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Gearing up for
the big game

n Watford says IU does not fear Cats — B1
n Jones ready to make up for last IU game —B1
n Kidd-Gilchrist says no decision on NBA — B3


