
Playing second fiddle to
Mitt Romney won’t be easy,
but somebody has to be his
running mate. Let’s
handicap the field:

• Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio: The choice who
offers the biggest potential
reward — for the biggest
risk.

The telegenic young
Cuban American could po-
tentially shore up three of
the Romney campaign’s
weaknesses: He is an unam-
biguous conservative,
elected with Tea Party
backing, who would temper
Romney’s “Massachusetts
moderate” image among
the disgruntled GOP base.
Rubio’s groundbreaking
candidacy could lure back
some of the Hispanic voters
driven away by Republican
policies. And he happens to
come from a huge swing
state that Romney has to
win to have a chance at the
White House.

But Rubio would be a
roll of the dice. How would
he perform under the mi-
croscopic scrutiny that any
candidate for national office
must endure? Pitted against
Vice President Biden in a
debate, would he seem
callow and uninformed?
Rubio could brighten
Romney’s prospects, but
there’s also a chance he
could dim them consid-
erably.

• Wisconsin Rep. Paul
Ryan: A safer choice, yet
one that would restrict
Romney’s freedom to ma-
neuver during the
campaign.

Romney and Ryan have
campaigned together this
week, in what looked like

Ryan’s audition for the sup-
porting-actor role, and there
is an obvious rapport be-
tween them. Remarkably, it
turns out that Ryan is even
less charismatic on the
stump than Romney —
meaning there’s no danger
that Romney would be
overshadowed.

But Ryan is the author of
the House Republican
budget, a document that has
become the main target of
President Obama’s re-
election campaign. Romney
might figure that, having
said nice things about the
Ryan budget, he effectively
owns it anyway. But there’s
a difference between
owning the thing and
chaining yourself to its
creator.

• New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie: A potential game-
changer who could save the
ticket or doom it — either
way, spectacularly.

I think of Christie as the
“fasten your seat belts”
choice. He has credibility as
a conservative Republican,
yet manages to survive in a
state where appealing to in-
dependents is crucial. And

no other potential vice pres-
idential candidate would fill
the traditional “attack dog”
role with more gusto.

But Jersey-style bombast
wouldn’t necessarily play
well in many parts of the
country — the places where
people are, you know, polite
— and Christie has a ten-
dency to get carried away.
One ill-timed eruption of
invective could do fatal
damage to the ticket’s
chances. And even if kept
on a tight leash, Christie
would be at pains to avoid
drawing more attention to
himself than to Romney.

• Louisiana Gov. Bobby
Jindal: Plausible ... but
why? 

Romney has survived the
primary campaign by de-
claring himself to be an
ideologically pure conser-
vative, but nothing in his
history suggests this is ac-
tually the case. He’s a
dedicated believer in the
free market, without
question. Beyond that,
however, he’s basically a
technocrat who lets data,
not ideology, lead him to
solutions — as with the
health-insurance mandate
he instituted in Massachu-
setts.

So why would he choose
another data-driven tech-
nocrat as his running mate?
Jindal would bring neither
charisma nor the electoral
votes of a swing state to the
ticket.

• Virginia Gov. Bob Mc-
Donnell: Looked much
better a few months ago.

McDonnell has it all —
he’s the moderate, good-
looking governor of a key
swing state. At least, that

was his image before he
placed himself on the front
lines of what Democrats
call the GOP’s “war on
women.” In February, Mc-
Donnell supported state
legislation that would have
defined a fetus as a person
and required women to
submit to an intrusive
vaginal ultrasound exam
before having an abortion.

The “personhood” bill
failed in the Virginia
Senate, and McDonnell
ended up supporting — and
signing into law — a
measure that mandates an
ultrasound before abortion
but allows women to opt for
a non-intrusive procedure.
But with female voters de-
serting the party in droves,
would Romney want to
ensure that the words “war
on women” are on every
Democrat’s lips until
Election Day?

• Ohio Sen. Rob
Portman, Indiana Gov.
Mitch Daniels, South
Dakota Sen. John Thune,
former Minnesota governor
Tim Pawlenty: Safe, safe,
safe, safe. Not much ex-
citement here, which may
be the way Romney wants
it. Maybe a slight edge to
Portman because he’s from
Ohio, another of those
must-win swing states.

• South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley: Given her
talent for controversy, I’m
begging on behalf of
columnists everywhere, Mr.
Romney. Please. Make our
day.
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There was only one way
for the marriage between
Keith Olbermann and Al
Gore to end: in acrimony
and, very likely, in court.

Olbermann, the former
ESPN, Fox Sports Net and
MSNBC (twice) anchor, is
now a former Current TV
anchor. He is to anchoring
gigs what Zsa Zsa Gabor is
to marriage. The left-wing
commentator joined the
network started by the left-
wing former vice president
in an arrangement that both
conceived of as a way to
stick it to The Man, particu-
larly The Man who runs
The Corporate Media.

Olbermann gushed upon
his hiring that Current
would offer “news that is
produced independently of
corporate interference,” in a
“model truth-seeking
entity.” Gore bragged about
his network’s ability to give
Olbermann an “inde-
pendent platform and
freedom.” It turns out that
both might have benefited
from the discipline of a
harsh corporate overlord,
since Olbermann didn’t
always show up for work
and Gore couldn’t keep the
lights on in Olbermann’s
studio.

First as tragedy, then as
farce doesn’t quite capture
the history of Olbermann’s
serial dismissals and poi-
sonous exits. It’s farce over

and over again. If Ol-
bermann were to join
Wayne and Garth as a co-
host of “Wayne’s World” on
the local public-access
channel in Aurora, Ill., it
wouldn’t be long before Ol-
bermann denounced
Wayne’s taste in heavy
metal, complained about
Garth’s inordinate airtime
and quit to start his own
show with the public-access
channel up the road in
DeKalb.

Olbermann is the ter-
magant of the left, whose
on-air biliousness is appar-
ently not an act. He gives
limousine liberals a bad
name, since the stereo-
typical representative of the
breed is at least satisfied
with his car and his driver.
According to published re-
ports, Olbermann kept
complaining about the car
services contracted to ferry

him to work to issue pop-
ulist jeremiads in favor of
Occupy Wall Street.

Olbermann had a con-
tract for $50 million over
five years, a confirmation
of the axiom that no matter
how much someone derides
corporate greed, he wants to
make as much money as
possible, ideally for as little
effort as possible. Current
had trouble getting Ol-
bermann to show up to do
coverage on election nights
despite his status as the
network’s “chief news of-
ficer.”

Although that was a little
like being designated a rear
admiral in the Swiss navy.
Calling Current TV a
network is an insult to net-
works that people know
how to find on their TVs.
Current could broadcast the
Super Bowl and it would be
halftime before people
could track it down with
their remotes — if, that is,
their cable systems carried
it at all. 

Olbermann must have
thought that he was Edward
R. Murrow — the leg-
endary CBS newsman
whose signature sign-off he
aped — trapped in the body
of a local newscaster in a
very minor media market.
He had a million viewers at
MSNBC. At Current, he
had 100,000 in the key 25-
to-54 demographic last

summer, before dwindling
to 30,000, according to The
Daily Beast. He probably
could have reached as many
people standing on a
soapbox at Times Square on
any given night, without
having to sweat Current’s
amateurish production
values.

Now it’s all over but the
litigation and revenge:
Current fired Olbermann,
and Olbermann is ready to
sue Current and expose Al
Gore’s alleged outrages
against decency. It’s hard to
see what Gore did to de-
serve the storm of toxicity
Olbermann is about to bring
down on his head. Except,
of course, he did hire Keith
Olbermann.

The ill-fated adventure
was always misconceived.
Corporate media doesn’t
need to be countered by the
likes of Current. The big,
bad corporations give us the
entire monochromatic
media gamut, from the
thinly disguised biases of
the broadcast networks to
the nightly progressive ulu-
lating on MSNBC. Current
isn’t a breakthrough, it’s a
redundancy. And now it has
the same angry former
anchor as corporate-owned
MSNBC. Good night and
good luck.
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Thanks to United
Way of Nelson
County

To the editor:
I want to thank United

Way for its support to Team
Up! Family Resource &
Youth Services Center (for-
merly Nelson County
FRYSC). The center serves
the children and families
who attend Foster Heights
and Cox’s Creek
Elementary Schools and
Old Kentucky Home
Middle School. With the
three schools combined,
there are about 1,600 stu-
dents.

During the past two years
with the economy, we have
had an increase in families
seeking assistance with
school clothing, school sup-
plies, food, shelter, mental
health issues, and much
more. Our job is referring
these families to community
resources to get the help
they need. We collaborate
with community agencies to
make sure we are doing
everything possible for our
students and families
because we know the prob-
lems that exist within the
home can become barriers
to learning. 

When a child is hungry
or worried about losing their
home their ability to con-
centrate is compromised.
When a child only has one
or two shirts to wear, pants
that may not fit, and shoes
that are worn out, that also
creates a barrier to learning
because their self-esteem
suffers.  United Way helps
in making a difference in
reducing or eliminating
these barriers. We are thank-
ful for its continued support
to our center, and for mak-
ing a difference in the lives
of so many. 

Lynne Potter
Coordinator
Team Up! FRYSC 
211 East Muir Ave.
Bardstown

Thanks for United
Way support

To the editor:
We want to take thank

United Way of Nelson
County for its continued
support of our work at The
New Hope Food Bank.This
year it awarded us $12,500
toward assisting those in our
county who are less fortu-
nate and in need of a help-
ing hand.

That being said, we won-
der if citizens are aware of
how much good this estab-
lishment really does in
Nelson County and how
many charitable organiza-
tions like our own they sup-
port so that much needed
services will be available to
those who need it most.
They do not choose lightly
which organizations they are
going to partner with for the
good of the county. Rather,
there is a process of picking
and choosing what will be
best in order to cover as
many needs as is possible.

Due to the continued eco-
nomic decline in which all
of us find ourselves, we
know that this year the
donations they received
have been greatly reduced.
Taking that into considera-
tion, United Way was still
able to continue to cover
these services by reducing
the amount of the awards
given. It was a tremendous
task and committee mem-
bers should be commended
for all their hard work.

Again, we thank the
United Way for choosing us
for an award again this year.
We are eternally grateful.
And our hope is that others
will show their appreciation
of the United Way by send-
ing in a generous donation.

Carmel Cecil
Vice-President
Director of Services
The New Hope Food Bank
80 J.T. Riggs Road
New Hope
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