
I recently read that some
of our animal co-residents on
Earth have wisdom that the
rest of us might heed.
Specifically,  butterflies
huddle together because
there is better protection that
way, and young rabbits
likewise huddle because
there is greater warmth for
them.  

I am struck by the devel-
oping tension in our human
community — where we
seem to be pulling apart. I
hear that especially in the
rising volume about our na-
tional budget deficit and
debt as well as proposals
from some of our candidates
for national office. On what
are we humans basing this
movement of ours?   

While I join in thanking
U.S. Representative and
fellow Catholic Paul Ryan as
chair of the U.S. House
Budget Committee  for
putting a challenging budget
proposal on paper,  I develop
major concerns with it.
Budgets, whatever their
specifics, are always state-
ments of our values and
priorities as we move
forward into the future as a
nation.

As I understand this
Budget Committee proposal,
in order to address our na-
tional annual deficit and

accumulating debt, this pro-
posal would:

•drastically cut back on
health care and food assis-
tance;

•almost eliminate edu-
cation, housing, public
health funding as well as for
the environment and con-
sumer protection;

•have very little left for
transit, research and other
means of fostering economic
growth;

•provide growth in mil-
itary spending;

•increase tax cuts for our
richest Americans.

Now all this would be on
top of Kentucky’s com-
pounding 2-year budget cuts
that have now been approved
by both Kentucky General
Assembly chambers and

Governor Beshear.
Of course this raises all

sorts of questions.
What are the conse-

quences of all this scissor
work national and state?
Who will make it through all
right? Be increasingly
squeezed?   Really hurt?
What about our children? 

In which direction is
income and wealth moving?
How will our people fare
who are poor (no matter how
hard they work or look for a
job), hungry, homeless?
What is this doing to the ex-
traordinary gap between our
very rich people and mega
businesses  — and everyone
else? What does this do for
our society’s health and well
being?           

What exactly are our as-
sumptions about what
society “owes” our busi-
nesses and people who are
exceedingly well off? How
did their wealth and income
growth develop through the
years? How has society —
all the rest of us —  con-
tributed to their economic
situation? Any paybacks
due?

Further, does this proposal
undo the law passed some
seven months ago?

How does all this match
up with our professed faith
community teaching which

demands we protect persons
who are poor and vulnerable,
that we must preserve the
lives and dignity of
everyone?   This, after all, is
the ultimate measure of the
well-being of any society.

Is this a continuing effort
to dismantle our entitlement
programs saying that our de-
mographic profile has
changed so much and we
cannot afford to keep them
going as is? Senator Rand
Paul pointed to this in his
March 19 town meeting at St
Catharine College. Is dis-
mantling by privatizing them
the only way to adjust? Does
dismantling them remove
group protection and
warmth?

If our current healthcare
law, Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, is
undone, what will happen to
healthcare costs in the
coming year — which costs
are major drivers of our
debt? Is it accurate that the
Budget Committee proposal
makes half of  its cuts from
health-care related pro-
grams? Or is that another
device for dismantling enti-
tlements? What would all
that mean for all of us?

Would butterflies and
rabbits act in the spirit of this
House Budget Committee
proposal?
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EDITORIAL LAST PAPER’S POLL

Q: How much money will you
spend on UK NCAA
championship items?

0-$20: 79 percent
$20-$50: 14 percent

$50-$100: 0 percent
More than $100: 7 percent

>> Vote in this paper’s poll at www.kystandard.com.
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Time is clearly running out on preserving
Anatok.  The 165-year-old mansion continues to
deteriorate while options to save the antebellum
home narrow and disappear.

Like so many other historical homes here,
Anatok has become an inconvenience and a
problem and unless a large pot of money sud-
denly becomes available we can expect to see
the structure dismantled.  It is in the wrong
place and while moving the building is techni-
cally doable it is also outlandishly expensive.  

Bethlehem High school wants the land under
the house for future expansion of its campus.  It
does not want the building. The school’s mission
is all about education, not preservation and
while there are organizations in the state that do
help fund worthy preservation projects most
have very few real dollars to spend on salvaging
buildings no matter how worthy.

The school was given the property in a pack-
age deal that included the old Flaget Hospital
doctors building by the Archdiocese of
Louisville when Flaget Hospital moved to new
quarters on KY 245.  While we believe the
school has acted in good faith to find a solution
about what do with Anatok, a cynic would say
the Archdiocese simply handed off a white ele-
phant without seriously considering the conse-
quences of its action.

Historic preservation is not an alien concept
for the Archdiocese.  Locally, Flaget Hall is a
good example of how a deteriorating historic
building can be saved and recycled. The Arch-
diocese has also sold off unneeded or unwanted
property in the past including large parts of the
old St. Joe Prep campus to the City of Bard-
stown, the old hospital site to the Nelson County
Library Board and even St. Mark’s Church on
KY 49 to a private buyer after the facility was
closed.

Meanwhile local preservationists are becom-
ing increasingly frustrated as more doors close
and pressure mounts to find a solution or get out
of the way. Back in the early ’60s when develop-
ment of one type or another was eating up ante-
bellum houses in Bardstown left and right a
counter movement briefly came together spear-
headed by the Jaycees. After legal challenges
and petition drives failed to stem the tide of
“urban renewal” there have been a scant few
victories. Most notably, the saving of Wickland,
an estate sitting on enough property to protect it
from encroachment.

Sadly, Anatok does not have the acres that
might serve as a buffer zone.  The preservation-
ists remain as passionate today as those from
five decades earlier but like those Jaycees of old
they are running out of viable alternatives.
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Let’s move very carefully

I can’t say that I’ve done a
lot of charity work in my life.
Sure, I’ve had countless
hours of service hours, but
nothing along the lines of di-
rectly giving back to and
serving the community.
During the past weekend, I
went with my friend to work
at a yard sale that benefitted
the Crusade for Children.
My friend is a member of 4-
H, which plays a big role
every year in having events
that support and raise money
for this good cause.  The
Crusade for Children is a
foundation that helps raise
money for children with
special needs, and with each
donation, 100 percent of it
goes to the very children
who need it. Besides that, the
money also goes to
children’s hospitals, agencies
and schools.

What I expected certainly
wasn’t what the outcome
was.  I expected a pretty
normal yard sale, nothing
too special or really popular,
and I expected that we would
raise a decent amount of

money for the children. One
of the things that I noticed
was how many things people
had donated for the yard
sale. They were really nice
things, and I think that
played a part in the outcome
of the sale. But the most in-
spiring thing that happened
while I was there was how
many people showed up and
bought from it. Even people
who didn’t find anything that
they liked from the sale gave
a donation. Almost every
person who walked out put
any extra cash or change into

the Crusade for Children do-
nation bucket.

During the yard sale, we
raised more than $700 for
Crusade for Children. It was
a pleasant surprise to me
how much people in this
town cared enough to donate
and help children in need
and children in the com-
munity. It was amazing
seeing that even the small
donations added up.

The phrase “we all can
make a difference” can
sometimes be a little cliché
when talking about charity
work or donating, but it’s the
plain truth. For those
children, all of the money
raised helped make a dif-
ference for them in their
lives, and that’s what the
Crusade is about. Donating
and supporting a good cause
is rewarding, as is donating
your time to work it. The
whole day I spent at the yard
sale was long and tiring, but
the feeling was so rewarding.
I’m sure earlier that day I
would have rather done
something else like go to the

movies or shopping, but I’m
heartily glad that I chose to
work the yard sale. It showed
me how much people care
about helping each other,
and especially giving to
causes that they know will
benefit those around them.  

That’s one of the things
that I’ve noticed about Bard-
stown.  My experience is that
everyone treats each other
with respect and is willing to
help each other. I really saw
that aspect during this past
weekend, and it’s refreshing
to see. People my age might
not choose to do charity
work or service to the com-
munity unless school or
extracurricular activities re-
quire it, but the feeling of
knowing that you made a
difference by helping
someone or putting forth an
effort to help make your
community be a better place
doesn’t only benefit
everyone else, but it indi-
rectly benefits you, too, in
the long run.

We all can make a difference
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