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By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

SOUTH SHORE The city
may soon own its own wa-
ter works. 
The South Shore Board

of  City Commissioners
on Tuesday approved a
resolution to purchase
the South Shore Water
Works for $1.4 million
from owner/operator Joe
Hannah. 
Hannah, whose family

built the water works be-
fore South Shore became
a city, is planning to retire,

city officials said.
Hannah declined

through his staff  to talk to
the press about the water
works or its pending sale
on Wednesday. 
The city hopes to finance

the purchase through a
Kentucky Infrastructure
Authority loan, according
to Mayor Cheryl Moore. If
the purchase goes through,
it will be the realization of
a 20-year dream by the city
to own its own water-pro-
duction plant. 

SOUTH SHORE
WATER WORKS

City eyes
company  
takeover
Board approves
purchase at $1.4M

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

SANDY HOOK A school ad-
ministrator from western
Kentucky will be the next su-
perintendent of Elliott County
schools.
The Elliott County Board of

Education on Monday agreed
to hire Wayne Benningfield,
an instructional supervisor in
the Fulton County district.
Benningfield will take over

in July. The terms of  his two-

Elliott hires
new super
Benningfield to take
over schools in July

The Ashland Fire
Department responded
to a structure fire at
1808 Belmont St. 

shortly after 6 p.m.
Wednesday. The home
appeared to be vacant
and fire officials said
the blaze, which was
quickly extinguished,
appeared to have
started in the 
kitchen area.
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Ashland house fire 
quickly put down

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND A West Virginia man
was sentenced Monday to 37
months in prison for his role in a
conspiracy to traffic pills obtained
from Florida pain clinics in north-

eastern Kentucky and to launder
the proceeds.
Billy J. Evans, 42, of Kermit, was

sentenced by U.S. District Judge
David L. Bunning for conspiracy
to distribute oxycodone and two
counts of  conspiracy to launder
drug proceeds.

Bunning gave Evans 37 months
on each count, with the terms to
run concurrently, for a total sen-
tence of  37 months. He also sen-
tenced Evans to three years of su-
pervised release following his
prison term and ordered he partic-
ipate in the federal Bureau of Pris-

ons’ 500-hour drug abuse treat-
ment program,
The judge also directed Evans to

work toward completing his GED
while he is incarcerated.
Evans’ co-defendant, William

Ossie Lucas, 37, also of  Kermit,
was sentenced last month to 135

months’ imprisonment on the
same charges as Evans. Both men
pleaded guilty in October.
Under federal sentencing guide-

lines, Lucas will have to serve at
least 85 percent of his sentence.

Man sentenced for trafficking
Evans, 42, of W.Va., gets 37 months for role in pain pill ring

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

CATLETTSBURG Boyd Com-
monwealth’s Attorney David
Justice faces a challenge
from veteran Ashland attor-

ney Roger Hall in Tuesday’s
Democratic primary.
The winner of the primary

will serve in the office for the
next six years. Since no Re-
publicans filed for the office,
the victor will be unopposed

in the November general
election.
Justice was elected to the

post in 2006, defeating in-
cumbent J. Stewart Schnei-

Justice faces challenge from
veteran Ashland attorney
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STATE TRACK IS ON ITS MARK ...
Three-day event begins tonight in Louisville / B1

RUSSELL HAS ITS DOUBLE THREAT
Spradlin, Mussetter take aim at state competition / B1
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