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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Gale Hagensick, 89, Hopkinsville
Gale Hagensick enjoyed his

first outing in two months on
Tuesday.

He had been hospitalized
recently and was recuperat-
ing at home. On Tuesday, he
went to the barbershop.

“My daughter will probably
have a fit when she gets
home and finds out I went
out alone,” he said.

“My ambition is to live to be
90 and to die when a jealous

husband
shoots me,”
he said.

Hagen-
sick has two
sons in Alas-
ka, two sons
in Wisconsin
and a
daughter who lives with him
here in Hopkinsville. He
served in the Army from Feb-
ruary 1943 to November

1945. He later re-enlisted
when he was in his 40s and
served two tours in Vietnam.
He worked as a signal corps
technician.

“I had fire engine red hair
when I was a teenager,” he
said. “I am lucky my hair hasn’t
turned gray yet.” 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
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UK’s starting 5 declares for NBA draft

Cadiz Rotary Auction 
raises $11,000 so far

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Ribbons and awards were handed
out to local students who wrote poems
and decorated posters centered
around the theme of  child abuse dur-
ing the 18th annual Community Event
and Candlelight Vigil on Monday. 

The event was sponsored by The
Christian County Council on Child
Abuse and Neglect at North Drive
Middle School.

The vigil coincided with Mayor Dan
Kemp proclaiming that April will now
be Child Abuse Prevention Month in
Hopkinsville.

Awards were handed out to elemen-

tary through high school students
who won a poster-making and poetry
contest. Many of  the poems talked
about mental, emotional and physical
anguish associated with child abuse. 

“I feel so scared of  the world be-
cause it has hurt me so much,” one of
the poems read. 

A couple of  the posters were more
lighthearted in nature with slogans
such as “Only Smack a Child with a
Kiss” and “Not Even a Goose Does
Child Abuse.”

In addition, the Martin Luther King
Jr. Elementary School Dance Team
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An attendee (above) at the 18th annual Community Event and Candlelight Vigil holds a lit candle
Monday night during a moment of silence for children who have experienced child abuse. Area stu-
dents (left) prepare to release balloons Monday evening outside North Drive Middle School in honor
of child abuse victims.

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS

Annual ceremony focuses 
on preventing child abuse

SEE VICTIMS, PAGE A5
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BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Fort Campbell soldier accused
of  murdering his wife and fleeing
to Georgia died Monday. Deputies
believe the man shot himself  at
the end of  a high-speed chase.

Fort Campbell released the sol-
dier’s name, Spc. Rico L. Rawls Jr.,
on Tuesday. He was 22.

Medical staff  in Georgia took
Rawls to a hospital early Saturday
morning after the chase ended. He
was pronounced dead at 2 p.m.

Man accused 
of killing his
wife dies from
gunshot wound

SEE MAN, PAGE A5

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Joshua Huntley, the 21-year-old soldier
arrested in June after talking with an un-
dercover operative about killing a friend,
took an 11-year plea bargain Tuesday after
a jury convicted him of  solicitation to
murder.

During the trial, defense attorney Ken

Haggard argued that Christian 
County Sheriff ’s Department Detective
Jimmy Berghammer, while posing 
as a hitman, intimidated Huntley into fur-
ther conversation by threatening to kill
him. 

Huntley was angry, but never would
have talked about going through with the
hit on Illinois friend Rachael Debase had
detectives not coerced him, Haggard said.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Lynn Pryor
previously offered Huntley a plea bargain
of  17 years, which he rejected. 

Solicitation to murder comes with a sen-
tence of  10 to 20 years.

After the conviction, Pryor reduced the
plea bargain to 11 years. 

Huntley accepted the deal. 
As part of  the bargain, Huntley will be

allowed to remain outside of  jail on an

ankle monitor until his final sentencing
on June 20.

Witness testimony at the trial
revealed a short reconnection between
Huntley and Debase and recorded conver-
sations with detectives fraught with de-
lays and talk of  payments. 

Soldier pleads guilty to hiring hitman

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

State legislators still dis-
agree about whether doctors
should be required to register
prescriptions in the statewide
tracking system.

The House and Senate may
again butt heads on this issue
in this week’s special session,
though they hope to reach a
compromise as early as the
week’s end.

The House and Senate also
disagree on whether prosecu-
tors throughout the state
should have access to infor-
mation in the tracking sys-
tem, called KASPER, and
whether the Kentucky Board
of  Medical Licensure should
be required to have pain med-
ication specialists as mem-
bers.

The House has advocated
more stringent measures all
around to reduce prescription
drug abuse in Kentucky. On
some issues, the Senate has
instead sided with lobbyists

Painkiller abuse
bill could pass 
by the week’s end

SEE ABUSE, PAGE A3

SEE SOLDIER, PAGE A5


