
“We know that we still are
going to have some
inequities. Some routes are
longer,” Hockensmith said,
adding that it would be hard
to ever ensure that all drivers
drive the same amount of
time. 

“And we are paying the
drivers for the hours they’re
working?” asked board
member Frank Hall. 

Hockensmith said some
preschool hours will be cut,
but that’s because drivers
were being paid for more
time than they were work-
ing. 

For instance, some drivers
were paid for an extra hour
in the morning for driving
students to the Nelson
County Early Learning
Center — a pay policy
implemented this year when
the school opened. However,
according to Hockensmith,
drivers were still able to fit
in the preschool drop-off
without going over their
four-hour allotment.  

“We wanted to make sure
that we compensated peo-
ple, but now that we see how
that works, we were over-
compensating people,”
Sanders said. Hockensmith
estimated the savings at
$26,269. 

Midday preschool pick-
up and drop-off pay would
be reduced from two addi-
tional hours to one, saving
an estimated $71,306. While
a few midday drivers may
drive more than one hour,
that time will be compensat-
ed during their afternoon
and morning hours paid,
Sanders said. 

An extra afternoon hour
for bus monitors would also
be eliminated at an estimat-
ed savings of $6,325. Fuel
savings from dropping six
bus routes is estimated at
$56,150, Hockensmith said.
Cutting six routes would
also save approximately
$86,229 in salaries.

“We’re paying them the
minute they step on the bus,
right?” Hall asked, referring
to a bus driver concern that
they wouldn’t be paid for
driving to their first stop or
after leaving their last stop. 

According to Sanders,
how drivers are paid based
on their hours wouldn’t

change under the new plan. 
“One of the things that we

have to remember — there
are drivers that keep buses at
their homes. The law says
that we pay them differently
than if they drive into the
garage and get their bus
there,” Orr said. 

Under the proposal, every
driver would be paid for 35
minutes a day to inspect the
bus, and those drivers who
pick up their buses at the bus
garage would be allotted an
additional 30 minutes to get
to and from the beginning
and end of their routes.
However, according to Orr,
the wage and hour office in
Louisville has told the dis-
trict that section 785.35 of
the Electronic Code of
Federal Regulations applies
to bus drivers. That code
states that normal travel time
to and from work is not work
time. 

Orr said the district made
an attempt to tailor individ-
ual drivers’ bus routes.

“They went in person by
person knowing where those
buses are kept. They built in
sufficient time for them to
get their first kid,” he said. 

Orr said other cost sav-
ings may be found when
buses travel roads which are
less than seven-10ths of a
mile long, which according
to board policy buses should
not do except where safety is
concerned. Orr suggested a
bus could go halfway down
such a road and pick up all
children in one location,
instead of starting and stop-
ping at each house, to save
fuel costs. 

Board Chair Damon
Jackey asked whether some
students who live within a
short distance of their
schools could be asked to
walk instead of taking the
bus. Sanders said he wasn’t
aware of any policy the
board has on that issue. 

“That’s a different topic
but that’s one that I’d like to
address, especially at
Bloomfield with the Blazer
Heights subdivision and
[they’re] adding that side-
walk,” which runs between
the subdivision and the
school, Sanders said.  

The district may also con-
sider asking drivers who
work in other areas of the
district to make up for
unused driver time in their
other work, Hockensmith

said.
Board member Nicky

Rapier asked whether the
board could return a year
from now to determine how
much the district actually
saved if the proposal is
passed at the April board
meeting. 

Construction news 
As several district con-

struction projects wrap up,
board members said they
were pleased that much of
the required contingency
money was left over for each
of these projects, and said
using some contingency was
necessary to make conscien-
tious choices for the long
term.

For the Foster Heights
Elementary renovation
phase two, about $118,000
of contingency will remain,
or 88 percent, according to
Orr. About 67 percent, or
$76,000, of the Nelson
County Early Learning
Center’s contingency
remains.  

“The contingency monies
that we have left over from
these projects will be rolled
over into the work that we do
for Thomas Nelson,” Orr
said. 

More change orders are
likely in order for TNHS
phase one, which has about
71 percent of contingency
remaining, or $630,000.
Phase two is not so far
along, with its contingency
balance standing at
$334,000, or 141 percent of
the original contingency. Orr
attributed that to some cost-
saving measures on behalf
of employees and the board. 

The board also reviewed
several change orders likely
to come up in April’s school
board meeting. These
include the purchase of extra
letters for the sign at Thomas
Nelson High School. They
were originally purchased to
read Nelson County West
Campus, before the school
was renamed, according to
Orr. 

Other change orders
included the addition of a
volleyball sleeve and shad-
ow lines at TNHS, and mov-
ing the TNHS football
scoreboard, which was
placed in the end zone
where it might be struck by a
football. That project ended
up saving the district money,
Sanders said. Not putting a

play clock on that score-
board would contribute to
that savings. 

In other news: 
• At the April 17 board

meeting, the district intends
to propose May 31 for the
last day of school and 6 p.m.
June 1 for graduation. 

• Charlotte Lewis, direc-
tor of school nutrition, will
propose raising lunch prices

25 cents next year to $1.75
for elementary students and
$2 for middle and high
school students. The
increase is an attempt to
comply with a 2010 federal
regulation, she said.
Breakfast prices would stay
the same under her proposal.

• Cheryl Pile, director of
special education, 504 and
preschool, said she will ask

the board to approve 165
days of preschool next year
compared to 156 this year.
She will also ask to continue
five-day preschool, an
increase this year from four
days when preschools were
scattered throughout district
schools. 

• Hockensmith said he
will likely ask the district to
sell $4,500 of stock bought
by the high school DECA
club years ago. “It is worth a
whole lot more than when
they bought it,” he said. 

• Executive Director of
Instruction Mark Thomas
introduced the first reading
of a policy change to
increase the number of cred-
its high school students are
required to have to graduate.
Twenty-two credits are cur-
rently required, but the plan
would raise that number
gradually until it reaches 25
in 2015-2016. More credits
are possible because the
high schools will operate on
a  seven-period day next
year, Thomas explained.
Nelson County High School
currently has a six-period
day.

sible meth lab around 2 a.m.
Tuesday, and Riley arrived at
520 Timber Trail about 2:19
a.m., where he reportedly
found about five or six peo-
ple sitting around a bonfire. 

“I noticed that one of the
females when I pulled into
the driveway took off and
walked off behind a shed
that was on the property, and
was back there for just a few
seconds and walked back,”
Riley said. “I could smell
something, a strong odor or
something, but I couldn’t
determine what it was.”

Riley said he asked the
woman why she went behind
the shed and she allegedly
said she was looking for a
cat. So Riley went behind
the shed and allegedly dis-
covered the remains of a

one-step meth lab, which
utilizes a two-liter bottle,
and some methamphetamine
precursors. 

While he was behind the
shed, Riley said he spotted a
white male in black clothing
through a window of the
shed. 

“At that time I entered the
shed and found the three
suspects I took in custody
later,” Riley said. “They
were all tucked together in a
corner, hiding in the shed.”

Two men who had been
around the bonfire allegedly
fled the scene on foot while
Riley was inside the shed.
Riley, the only deputy on
scene, handcuffed the three
men found hiding. 

Dep. Mike Clark arrived
soon after, and the home-
owners, who were inside the
house, reportedly gave them
permission to go back into
the shed, where they discov-
ered a separate room, cor-

doned off with a sheet. 
“Once we pulled the sheet

back there was a two-liter
bottle where meth was being
cooked. The bottle was still
bubbling at that time,” Riley
said. 

The deputies called for
assistance from Bardstown
Police officers Andrew
Riley and McKenzie
Mattingly, who is a member
of the Greater Hardin
County Narcotics Task
Force. 

“He is trained and special-
ized in the disposal of all the
meth components,” Riley
said of Mattingly, who
reportedly disposed of the
drugs at the scene.

Riley said he has informa-
tion on the two men who
fled and hopes to locate
them as part of the ongoing
investigation. 
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Nelson County School Board members Nicky Rapier, left,
and Adam Wheatley review the remaining contingency
funds from several district construction projects at
Thursday’s work session.

Man identified in fatal New
Haven motorcycle crash
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

The motorcyclist killed in
an accident on New Haven
Road Thursday afternoon
has been identified. 

According to the Nelson
County Sheriff’s
Department, Chad Thurman,
40, New Haven, was driving
his 1977 Honda Gold Wing
Motorcycle at 2:50 p.m. on
New Haven Road near the
intersection of Price Creek
Road. 

He was traveling south on
New Haven Road when he
crossed into the northbound
lane and struck a signpost

before going into the ditch
line. 

Thurman struck a culvert
and a drain paper, which
caused him to be ejected
from his motorcycle.
Thurman came to a rest in a
private drive and received
severe head injuries.  

He was not wearing a hel-
met.

The Nelson County
Coroner pronounced
Thurman dead at the scene.

Police reports state that
Thurman had a possible
medical condition that could
have been a contributing fac-
tor to the accident.


