
“Wake up! Wake up!
There are cows in the front
yard!”

Hearing this, my brother,
sister and I would jump out
of bed and head for the up-
stairs living room. Normally,
it was a struggle for Mom to
get all of us out of bed at the
same time on a school
morning. She, almost
always, had to return to the
basement where our bed-
rooms were to rustle us out
of bed at least a couple of
times. But with the promise
of seeing cows in the front
yard, she didn’t have to tell
us twice to get up.

It wasn’t out of the
question that cows could be
found in our yard. We shared
a property line with a field
that usually had a couple
cattle in it. But it was rare to
see them break free of the
fence and find them

munching on the grass in our
yard. My brother and I
would get a giggle out of it
while my sister would be ter-
rified the cows would still be
there when we had to catch
the bus for school. She was
traumatized by a cow
chewing on her ponytail
when she was little and had
never quite felt easy with the
slow-chewing creatures ever

since.
But this time when we

looked outside, there were
no cows. We looked from
one side to another, straining
our necks to see as far to the
left and the right as the
window would allow and
then eventually ventured
outside to the porch to look
for the cows that must have
just moved to the side yard.
Bewildered, we looked back
at our mother who had made
the cow announcement in the
first place.

“April Fools’ Day!” she
exclaimed, laughing at our
shocked and probably mad
faces.

She had gotten us again. It
wasn’t fair actually. Mom
always tried to play her April
Fools’ Day jokes first thing
in the morning. We weren’t
ready for them then, but I
guess that was the idea.

I remember April 1 days
when we were awakened
with the promise of snow
days that never happened,
pancakes that weren’t being
cooked and Saturday “school
days” that were not really
school days. We must have
been the dumbest children
around because we fell for
them every time. As we got
older, we tried to trick her. I
faked Fs on tests, sickness
and even injuries only to be
called out for my pranks
before I even finished my
crocodile tears. I was never
able to get her so I just
stopped trying and instead
used the skills I learned from
her to trick others.

If you can’t beat them,
join them I guess.

Happy April Fools’ Day
everyone, may your pranks
be epic and your laughs be
hearty.
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Q: Should burned out 
neglected properties
be demolished?

Yes: 100 percent
No: 00 percent

>> Vote in this paper’s poll at www.kystandard.com.

GGoo  mmaakkee
ssoommeeoonnee’’ss
ddaayy  ——  
nnoo  ffoooolliinngg

In case you haven’t checked your calendar,
today is April Fools’ Day. This is a day when
pranksters plot to make their victims believe, if
for only a short time, followed by a good belly
laugh at their expense. It’s a day to remind our-
selves, not to take things so seriously and enjoy
life. 

Here at Standard Communications, we love a
good prank once in a while to lighten the load of
this otherwise serious business. 

Last year we had a bit of fun on April Fools’
Day by publishing a story about Tom Isaac,
PLG-TV News Director, plotting an entire
week’s broadcast from atop the Old Courthouse
in Bardstown’s Court Square. We even pub-
lished a doctored photo of Tom perched atop the
Old Courthouse. If you know Tom Isaac at all,
first he’s afraid of heights and second, he’s defi-
nitely not fond of pigeons. If you read the article
last April Fools’ Day, you know at the end of the
story there were three little words — April
Fools’ Day. Some readers got it but others are
still asking Tom when he’s going to actually do
his famous broadcast from the roof top. He
doesn’t have the heart to tell them it was a
prank.  

Some other famous national April Fools’ Day
jokes that have made the headlines include Taco
Bell Corporation which took out a full-page ad
that appeared in six major newspapers across
the U.S. on April 1, 1996, announcing it had
bought the Liberty Bell and was renaming it the
Taco Liberty Bell. Hundreds of outraged citi-
zens called the National Historic Park in
Philadelphia to express their anger. Their nerves
were only calmed after Taco Bell revealed, a few
hours later, that it was just a practical joke. 

Another all time favorite was aired on April 1,
1992, on National Public Radio’s Talk of the
Nation. Then host John Hockenberry revealed
that Richard Nixon, in a surprise move, was run-
ning for President again. His new campaign slo-
gan was, “I didn’t do anything wrong, and I
won’t do it again.” Accompanying this campaign
announcement were audio clips of Nixon deliv-
ering his speech. Listeners responded immedi-
ately to the announcement, flooding the show
with calls expressing shock and outrage. Only
during the second half of the show was it
revealed that the announcement was a practical
joke and Nixon’s voice had been impersonated
by comedian Rich Little. Remember him?

April Fools’ Day is recognized not just in the
U.S. but around the world. For instance in Scot-
land, the day is devoted to spoofs involving the
buttocks. In fact, the origins of the famous
“Kick Me” sign all of us remember in middle
school can be traced back to the Scottish obser-
vance of this holiday. In England, jokes are
played only in the morning and the victim of a
joke is called a “noodle.” It’s considered bad
luck in that country to play a practical joke on
someone after noon. In Rome, the holiday is
known as Festival of Hilaria. In Portugal, they
celebrate by throwing flour at their friends. 

So enjoy today and act a little silly. Keep your
practical jokes clean and enjoy a good belly
laugh with your family and friends to lighten the
load. 
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Mom and April Fools’ Day jokes
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Recently I came upon a
reflection about creation, our
whole universe, that noted
we are made of the same ma-
terials as the stars.  

In my heart of hearts, I am
not sure about that, but veri-
fying it is a major project for
our scientists.

As it is, all creation here
on Planet Earth is comprised
of currently 118 elements.
Wikipedia tells us that 98 of
them occur naturally. Eighty
are stable, others are ra-
dioactive and evolve
(“decay”) over extremely
long or short times, and
others are human made from
various nuclear reactions.
Clearly all this is a work in
progress.  Whether there are
yet others to be made from
these reactions or not, it all
started out in our universe
somewhere. 

A recently released docu-
mentary, Journey of the
Universe, summarizes what
scientists currently know
about the history of our uni-
verse, its multitudinous (as
in billions of) galaxies and
solar systems. As I try to
take in all that, my key
thought: ‘God is a whole lot
smarter than I have been re-
alizing…!’To have started

creation with its ability to
evolve — awesome!     That
seems to me to be an even
harder task that making each
thing — granted the great
volume that such involves!

What it does evoke in me
is further reflection that all of
us are one in some funda-
mental though not identical
way.    This is true whether
we are human, animal,
mineral or plant. Humans
have a special pride of place
in all this, but in the end
humans are quite dependent
on the well being of all the
rest in creation here.   Of
course there is a whole line
of reflection and concern
about the state of the rest of
creation and what humans

can do to make it all better.
A very heartening insight

came recently from Fr. Gary
Young, CR, in his new book
of very concise reflections,
Cactus Spirituality — Pater
Hilarion ( 2011, P 27. ISBN
978-1-105-24642-5).

“[Abbott] Hilarion over-
heard a pious visitor remark
to another that monks have
fled the world. Hilarion in-
terrupted him and corrected
him:     “No, we have not left
the world. We have stayed to
protect it from those who
have forgotten it was, at first,
a beautiful garden. With our
witness of praise and tillage
and hospitality, we demon-
strate our love for the world.”

There is also another line
of thought about the state of
our human community. We
clearly have a basis for great
communion — all of us are
made of the same stuff. This
is true no matter where we
live, what we do/do not
know, how old we are, how
wise or not so wise we are.
Our age, ethnic group, race,
gender, sexual orientation,
political party or philosophy
of society — all are un-
dergird by this deep
communion of being made
from the same 98 elements.

With all our disregard and
forgetfulness, that image
comes to mind of God
scratching the divine
Godhead and noting, ‘I
created those human
persons…? Why don’t they
get along better? And why
do they so easily trash beau-
tiful Earth?’

Why indeed don’t we
focus more on our com-
munion?  Would such be
helpful as we go about re-
solving conflicts — whether
international or interper-
sonal? Political or
economic? Would  our focus
on communion move us to
take better care of ourselves?
Of one another? Of Nelson
County, Ky., our beloved
United States? Earth? To just
appreciate everything more
— that we are at once one
yet unique, often fascinat-
ingly (and sometimes
frustratingly) so?

Would we talk to and
about one another differ-
ently?   Would we be more
light-hearted? Relaxed?
Happy?  Peaceful?

Would we appreciate and
admire our Higher Power,
God, more?

We are one with all creation
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