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LEXINGTON, Ky. — More than a
decade before former Kentucky
state Rep. Steve Nunn was sentenced
to life in prison for murdering his ex-
fiancee, he received a stern warning
from his father, former Gov. Louie B.
Nunn, that “someday God will hum-
ble you.”

Gov. Nunn, who died in January
2004, included the message in a two-
page letter dated Aug. 4, 1997, accus-
ing his son of mental and physical
abuse — both to him and other family

members.
The letter was part of a final batch

of records released
Thursday in the 2009
shooting death of
Amanda Ross by
Steve Nunn, 59, a for-
mer state representa-
tive from Glasgow
who pleaded guilty to
murdering Ross, 29,
outside her Lexington
townhome.

In his letter to his son, the former
governor foretold: “You are going to
wake up some morning and be all

alone.”
Louie Nunn closed his admonish-

ment by writing: “To the fullest ex-
tent possible within my mind and
memory, you do not exist. You have
had many choices and chances to
amend. Your decisions have been oth-
erwise. May God have mercy.”

Also among the records released

Nunn’s records revealing
Documents from murder case paint image of abuse, emotional instability
By Mike Wynn and Tom Loftus
The Courier-Journal

Steve Nunn

See NUNN, Page A10

STEVE NUNN
Review documents, see videos and pho-
to galleries in the online version of this
story at www.courier-journal.com.
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A public-opinion poll commissioned by a
Southern Indiana foundation finds little sat-
isfaction with how elected officials and com-
munity leaders have handled the Ohio River
Bridges Project — and mixed support for
tolls to help pay for two new bridges.

The research, released Thursday by the
Paul Ogle Foundation of Jeffersonville, Ind.,
also shows a lack of public backing for tolls
on the Kennedy Bridge and overwhelming
oppositionto theprospectof tollsontheSher-
man Minton and Clark Memorial bridges.

The findings, based on interviews by
Louisville-based Thoroughbred Research
Group with Hoosiers and Kentuckians, show
that 69 percent of those surveyed describe

the bridges as a “somewhat” or “extremely”
important project.

In all, 46 percent — and 63 percent of fre-
quent cross-river commuters — said they
“strongly favor” building more bridges.

The research included landline and cell
phone conversations with 875 adults in a 13-
county area — Clark, Floyd, Harrison and
Washington in Indiana; and Bullitt, Henry,
Jefferson, Meade, Nelson, Oldham, Shelby,
Spencer and Trimble in Kentucky.

Interviews were conducted March 7-12.
The margin of error was 3.3 percentage
points.

POLL ON BRIDGES
IS A MIXED BAG

Leaders panned, certain tolls find some support
By Marcus Green
magreen@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Southbound traffic crosses the Kennedy Bridge. Under the proposal for a new downtown
bridge, the Kennedy would convert to southbound only. KYLENE LLOYD/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

See BRIDGES, Page A4

SEE THE FINDINGS
Read the full reports at www.bridgeimpacts.com.

$3.6 M

50%

26%

$8.6 M

Number who
support the gen-
eral use of tolls
to pay for the
project.

Number who say
they will cross
the river less
often if all
bridges are
tolled.

Amount in tolls
Indiana commut-
ers would pay
annually based
on a $1, one-way
toll.

Amount in tolls
Kentucky com-
muters would pay
annually based
on a $1, one-way
toll.

27%
Number who
say they are
satisfied with
how officials
and community
leaders have
handled the
project.
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INDIANAPOLIS — Gov. Mitch Daniels
has ordered an outside audit of the De-
partment of Revenue after officials dis-
covered a second programming error
that led the state to short cash-strapped
local governments $206 million in in-
come tax payments over the past 16
months. The state sent those payments
— plus interest — to counties Thursday
as well as increased estimates of what
local governments should expect to re-
ceive in the coming months.

Meanwhile, Daniels has accepted the
resignation of Depart-
ment of Revenue Com-
missioner John Eckart,
though he’ll stay on
temporarily to help
with the transition of
the agency through the
tax season. Also two De-
partment of Revenue
senior managers —
Chief Information Offi-
cer Roy Gabriel and Chief Financial Of-
ficer Darrel Anderson — left the agency
Wednesday. Gabriel retired and Ander-
son resigned, department spokesman
Robert Dittmer said.

“We’re taking this very seriously,”
said Adam Horst, director of the Office
of Management and Budget, an umbrel-
la agency that oversees the Department
of Revenue and discovered the mistake.
“Clearly controls (at the agency) are an
issue.”

House Minority Leader Pat Bauer, D-
South Bend, called the problem a “deba-
cle” and said the administration “has
caused a huge mess” for local govern-
ments.

The announcement comes just
months after Daniels revealed the De-
partment of Revenue had made an unre-
lated programming mistake in its corpo-
rate tax software that essentially hid
some $320 million in payments made by
companies but never transferred into
the state’s main checking account.

Cities,
counties
owed
$206
million
Payments made; Daniels
orders independent audit
By Lesley Stedman Weidenbener
The Statehouse File

Daniels
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