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SPORTS Western Kentucky’s run impresses Cats — B1

It will be about a week before a
judge decides whether to move the
trial of murder suspect Patrick
Watkins to another county.
Watkins, 35, is charged with mur-

der for the 2007 death of his 10-
year-old daughter Michaela. Both
Watkins and his wife Joy Watkins
were convicted of murder and sen-
tenced to life in prison following a
2008 trial in Clark County. A year
ago, the Kentucky Supreme Court
overturned Patrick Watkins’ convic-
tion and sentence after finding he

was not allowed to respond to nu-
merous statements from Joy
Watkins that were entered as evi-
dence in the trial.
Thursday morning, Watkins’ at-

torneys argued that the case has al-
ready garnered extensive media
coverage and public comment in
newspapers, on television stations
and comments on websites that
would make it difficult to find an
impartial jury in Clark County.
“Mr. Watkins is in a significantly

different posture than any other
defendants coming before a judge
for a change of venue,” defense at-
torney Valetta Browne said. “We

have a conviction (and) a life sen-
tence imposed, all of which was ob-
viously reported on through all
media channels and commented
on. We then have a reversal of Mr.
Watkins’ conviction.”
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attor-

ney Charles Johnson said the mo-
tion would be more timely during
the jury selection process. Prior to
the original trial, the judge at the
time ruled on similar motions and
addressed the issue by questioning
jurors more extensively than usual,
he said.
“It was really striking that we

brought in 84 Clark Countians and

18 percent said they could not be
fair,” Johnson said.
The time to raise the

issue of moving the trial,
he said, would be if it be-
comes apparent during
jury selection that a jury
cannot be seated in
Clark County.
“Then and only then is

it time to discuss a
change of venue,” he
said.
Clark Circuit Judge

Jean Chenault Logue
said she wanted more time to re-
view the case and said she would

issue a decision within a week.
In the decision, the

Kentucky Supreme Court
justices found that 17 in-
criminating statements
from Joy Watkins about
Patrick Watkins were ad-
mitted as evidence in
the trial. Because
Patrick Watkins and his
attorneys were not al-
lowed to challenge those
statements, the justices
said they had no choice
but to grant a new trial. 

Michaela Watkins died March 11,
See VENUE, A3

Patrick Watkins
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Judge to rule on moving Watkins trial

Two men charged with rob-
bing a person at gunpoint a
week ago pleaded guilty
Wednesday and will serve
360 days in the county jail.
Christova Hall Jr., 19, and

Curtis Wilkerson, 18, both of
27 Boone Ave., were arrested
March 6 for first-degree rob-
bery after pulling a gun on
Shane Saunders and de-
manding money, police said.
Wednesday, the charges

were amended to second-de-
gree robbery and then to
criminal attempt, which is a
misdemeanor. Both men
were then sentenced to serve
their time in the detention
center.
According to court docu-

ments, Saunders said he was
approached by two black
men around 8 p.m. near First
United Methodist Church. He
said Wilkerson took a hand-
gun from Hall and demanded
money. He told police the
pair threatened him before
taking his wallet. 
Saunders was not harmed,

and Hall and Wilkerson were
arrested without incident
later that night at their
home. 
They have been incarcer-

ated since their arrest.
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Pair gets
360 days
for robbery

DISTRICT COURT

A community reading pro-
gram will have local readers
learning more about the out-
doors and the history of Ken-
tucky hiking trails, as well as
cooking  Appalachian-
themed treats. 
One Book One Bluegrass

2012 encourages everyone in
central Kentucky to read and
discuss the same book, and
counties participating include
Clark, Fayette, Bourbon,
Madison and Woodford. This
year, readers will be reading
“A Walk in the Woods” with
author Bill Bryson. 
The Clark County Public

Library will host seven pro-

grams in April in conjunc-
tion with the event.
“They wanted to go a dif-

ferent route, and that’s why
they ended up picking an
older book ... which is hilari-
ous, because, you know, we
have all these people who
walk the Appalachian Trail
and who are super fit and
they train for months, and

Bryson was a middle-aged
writer who decided he was
going to walk the Ap-
palachian Trail, and he’s not
the camping guy at all,” said
Julie Maruskin, library di-
rector.
The book was published in

1999, and its full title is “A
Walk in the Woods: Rediscov-
ering America on the Ap-

palachian Trail.” Bryson,
who’s back in America after
living 20 years in Britain,
wants to reintroduce himself
to the country by walking
the 2,100-mile trail. The
book details the experience
he — and his overweight
friend from college — have
on the trail. Maruskin said it

See READ, A3

Cheering the
Cardinals on

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Former George Rogers Clark High School Cardinal basketball coach Guy
Strong talks to his grandsons during a timeout in the second half of the
GRC-Owensboro Apollo basketball game Wednesday in the first round of
the Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament, top photo. Attending the game
with Strong are Cole Simon, 8, left, and his brother, Carter Simon, 6. To-
riah Blythe, 10, declares the Cardinals No. 1 during the Card’s 56-36 open-
ing round win, bottom left photo. When he wasn’t playing an instrument in
the GRC pep band, Eric Terry was cheering on the Cardinals, bottom right
photo. Clark County will play Louisville Trinity at 1:30 p.m. Friday.

CLARK COUNTY LIBRARY

Community reading program takes outdoors theme
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