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BY BRETT BARROUQUERE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Ken-
tucky must either switch to a
single drug to perform execu-
tions within 90 days or prepare
to go to trial on the claims of
death row inmates challenging
the state’s three-drug method
of  carrying out capital punish-
ment, a judge ruled Wednes-
day.
In a long-awaited order,

Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip
Shepherd wrote that the state’s
three-drug method may no
longer be necessary now that

other states have successfully
used a single drug to execute
condemned inmates and
shown that “well-established
alternatives” exist for Ken-
tucky.
The ruling comes about 20

months after Shepherd halted
all executions in Kentucky. He
imposed the ban after inmates
challenged the three-drug
method. Their lawsuit asked
whether the state’s rules for
carrying out a lethal injection
prohibited the use of  a single
drug and if  there were ade-
quate safeguards against exe-
cuting a mentally ill inmate.

If  Kentucky sticks with a
three-drug method, Shepherd
wrote, the challenge by the in-
mates will be allowed to go to
trial. If  Kentucky adopts a new
regulation allowing for a one-
drug execution, similar to
what is done in Arizona, Ohio
and other states, any claims of
cruel and unusual punishment
by the inmates “will be ren-
dered moot.”
Shepherd’s ruling comes just

months after the American
Bar Association issued a re-
port calling for a moratorium
on executions in Kentucky, in
part, because of  the number of

cases overturned since the re-
instatement of  the death
penalty in 1976.
Shelley Catherine Johnson,

a spokeswoman for the Ken-
tucky Attorney General’s Of-
fice, said the order is being
reviewed and the Department
of  Corrections will be con-
sulted in “the near future.”
Kenton County Common-

wealth’s Attorney Rob
Sanders, a death penalty pro-
ponent, said the state should
heed Shepherd’s ruling and go
further.

Judge: Kentucky must consider 
using single drug executions
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Jessamine County offi-
cials will have a forum
for the public next week
to explain provisions of
the county’s “social host
ordinance,” which makes
it a misdemeanor for
adults to hold parties
where underage drink-
ing occurs.
The Jessamine County

Health Department and
several other agencies
are jointly holding the
session, which is set for 6
p.m. Tuesday at West Jes-
samine High School.
Jessamine Fiscal Court

adopted the social host
ordinance last year.
But with the 2012 sea-

son for high school grad-
uations and proms
approaching, officials de-
cided this was the time to
explain and promote the
measure for the general
public, said Shana Peter-
son, health educator with
the Jessamine County
Health Department.
“The ordinance did not

get a great deal of  news
coverage, and that’s why
we’re hosting this forum
to offer education for
parents before this peak
season of  high school
parties,” Peterson said
Tuesday.
Various topics will be

covered at the meeting,
including how parents
or guardians are respon-
sible for preventing un-
derage drinking on their
property, according to a
news release from the
health department.
The news release notes

that while 18 to 20-year-
olds are considered
adults in most ways, it is
illegal for them to drink
alcohol.
Various prizes and

give-aways will be of-
fered at the forum. Peter-
son said a flat-screen TV
will be given to the
school with the most par-
ents and students at the
forum. Tips also will be
available on how to keep
teen parties and gather-
ings alcohol-free.

Jessamine County law holds adults
responsible for underage drinking 

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Katina Mor-
gan’s descent into drug dependency
began in her mother’s medicine
cabinet, where she uncapped sup-
plies of  painkillers and anti-anxiety
medicine as a teenager.
She started popping one or two

pills at a time but within a month
was taking half-dozen at once. She
was hooked, and her addiction
eventually spread to the powerful
painkiller OxyContin and the stim-
ulant known as meth.
Two stays in prison followed for

drug convictions, but now the 32-
year-old mother of  two is trying to
get her life back on track at a
Louisville substance abuse treat-
ment center. And she urges people
to avoid the temptations lurking in
the bathrooms of  family or friends.
“Don’t do it, not even once, be-

cause for me that’s all it took,” she
said.

Feds: Descent 
to addiction often
starts at home

BY TOM KANE
PHOTOJOURNALIST

What better way to teach teenagers the
dangers of  drunken driving than show
them painfully graphic photos and give
them a taste of  what it’s like to drive im-
paired?
That was the theory behind Wednesday

morning’s Street Smart Program at the
James E. Bruce Convention Center. The
program was produced by Street Smart of

Tampa, Fla. 
Davaun Joseph, 18, of  Christian County

High School, got to know what driving
drunk is like when he put on “beer goggles”
and tried to maneuver a golf  cart through a
simple course set up in the parking lot. The
goggles are designed to replicate the effects
of  alcohol on a person’s vision. Joseph did-
n’t fare very well as he drove over markers
all through the course. 
“It was really hard,” he said. “Everything

was six of  them.”

The event also showed students the af-
termath of  alcohol-related car wrecks. Ka-
trina Harris, an 18-year-old CCHS student,
was visibly moved by the photos of  acci-
dent victims shown inside the convention
center. 
The program consisted of  three parts: a

driving course, the Street Smart presen-
tation and testimony from crash victims.
Lt. Michael Pendleton, of  the Hop-

kinsville Fire Department, said the HFD
and the Hopkinsville Police Department
partnered with Budweiser of  Hopkinsville
to invite Street Smart of  Tampa to present
the program locally.

REACH TOM KANEat 270-887-3238 or tkane@kentuckynewera.com. 

THE WORST CASE SCENARIO

Police, firefighters team up with Budweiser 
to show local teens dangers of driving drunk
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Christian County High School student Katrina Harris, 18, reacts to photos of accident victims Wednesday morning at the James E. Bruce Convention Center.
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BY CARLA JIMENEZ
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Joyce Rogers has been working in pol-
itics all her life. She was a hearing offi-
cer for the court system and retirement
won’t be enough to make her stop.
“I know how the court works,” she

said. “I know how city government
works.”
Rogers, 68, is running for Hop-

kinsville City Council in
Ward 5. She’s one of
two Democratic candi-
dates for the May 22
primary election. The
other candidate is in-
cumbent Charlie Hen-
derson, who has served

on the council for 14 years.
“He is a very kind, nice person,”

Rogers said of  her opponent. “I just feel
that his term has been long enough.”
Rogers said she considers herself  a

conservative Democrat because she
cares about the individual. She also

cares a lot about Hopkinsville. She has
ambitious plans for economic develop-
ment, and they include developing areas
along Fort Campbell Boulevard and the
areas on the south side of  town. She be-
lieves that the city council has spent so

Ward 5 candidate wants to grow
industry, help out baby boomers
Rogers to challenge the
incumbent, Henderson 
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Joyce Rogers gets her home ready for a tag sale. 

SEE WARD 5, PAGE A9

Murray artist will open new
exhibit at Mason museum 
Murray artist Jennifer Fair-

banks will open an exhibit
May 4 at the Janice Mason Art
Museum. The exhibit will fea-
ture a collection of  figurative
paintings and drawings. It
will run through June 10. 
Fairbanks studied figurative

and portrait painting at the
National Academy of  Design
in New York. She earned a
master’s degree in art therapy
from New York University in
2003. She now runs a gallery
and private studio in Murray. 
There will be a reception for

the exhibit at 5 p.m. May 4 at
the museum. 

The Salvation Army seeks
sponsors for summer camp
The Salvation Army is seek-

ing sponsorship to send 20
area children to its annual
summer camp. 
The Salvation Army has 48

residential summer camps in
the U.S. During the weeklong
program, participants can
swim, explore the outdoors
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FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

A Hopkinsville man was arrested
Tuesday evening after allegedly
touching a 12-year-old boy multiple
times in previous months, accord-
ing to a Hopkinsville police report.
In October, Coley T. Carl, 73, al-

legedly touched the boy on his pri-
vate area and gave him expensive
gifts. The boy stopped going to
Carl’s home, but his mother en-
couraged him to continue visiting
because she felt her son needed a
“father figure,” police said.
On Feb. 19, the boy was spending

the night at Carl’s house. Carl en-
tered the boy’s bed and started ca-
ressing him, according to the
report. The boy turned on his side

Report: Man arrested
for fondling young child

SEE CRIME, PAGE A9
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Two people were hospitalized
Tuesday afternoon after a collision
on Ninth and South Virginia
streets, according to a Hop-
kinsville police report.
Sherekia J. Cherry, 25, of  Hop-

kinsville, was driving north on
South Virginia when a Ford
Ranger heading east on Ninth
Street collided with her 1998 Ca-
maro. 
Witnesses told police that the

driver of  the Ranger, Minnie M.
Page, 55, ran a red light and hit
Cherry.
Cherry and a 3-year-old passen-

ger were taken to Jennie Stuart
Medical Center for head injuries.
An update on their condition was
not immediately available. 

Collision hospitalizes 
driver, passenger

2012 PRIMARY
ELECTION COVERAGE


