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Nicki Minaj packs a punch
Comercially and artistically, young MC has stolen the show

50 YEARS AGO
Theft of a pay telephone 

from a laundromat, located 
at the Winn Dixie Shopping 
Center, was reported to the 
police department. The re-
port said the telephone was 
taken during the night.

25 YEARS AGO
Franklin County students 

won honors in the regional 
competition of the Kentucky 
Odyssey of the Mind Associ-
ation and would participate 
in the upcoming state com-
petition. Students included 
Gregg Tigges, Scott Brawner, 
Glenn Golson, Ron Dunagan, 
Billy Church and Ryan Wil-
liams.

tOdAY in hiStORY
By The AssociATed Press

Today is Easter Sunday, 
April 8, the 99th day of 2012. 
There are 267 days left in the 
year.

On April 8, 1952, Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman issued 
an executive order seizing 
the American steel industry 
to avert a nationwide strike. 
(The U.S. Supreme Court 
later ruled that Truman had 
overstepped his authority, 
opening the way for a seven-
week strike by steelworkers.)

In 1820, the Venus de Mi-
lo statue was discovered by a 
farmer on the Greek island of 
Milos.

In 1911, an explosion at 
the Banner Coal Mine in Lit-
tleton, Ala., claimed the lives 
of 128 men, most of them 
convicts loaned out from 
prisons.

In 1912, Olympic gold 
medal figure skater Sonja 
Henie was born in Kristiania 
(now Oslo), Norway.

In 1913, the 17th Amend-
ment to the Constitution, 
providing for direct popular 
election of United States sen-
ators (as opposed to appoint-
ment by state legislatures), 
was ratified.

In 1935, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt signed the 
Emergency Relief Appropri-
ations Act, which provided 
money for programs such as 
the Works Progress Admin-
istration.

In 1946, the League of Na-
tions assembled in Geneva 
for its final session.

In 1961, a suspected bomb 
exploded aboard the passen-
ger liner MV Dara in the Per-
sian Gulf, causing it to sink; 
238 of the 819 people aboard 
were killed.

In 1974, Hank Aaron of 
the Atlanta Braves hit his 
715th career home run in a 
game against the Los Ange-
les Dodgers, breaking Babe 
Ruth’s record.

In 1981, General of the Ar-
my Omar N. Bradley died in 
New york at age 88.

In 1990, Ryan White, the 
teenage AIDS patient whose 
battle for acceptance had 
gained national attention, 
died in Indianapolis at age 
18.

In 1992, tennis great Ar-
thur Ashe announced at a 
New york news conference 
that he had AIDS (Ashe died 
in February 1993 of AIDS-re-
lated pneumonia at age 49).

In 1994, Kurt Cobain, 
singer and guitarist for the 
grunge band Nirvana, was 
found dead in Seattle from 
an apparently self-inflicted 
gunshot wound; he was 27.

Ten years ago: Israel an-
nounced it would pull back 
from two West Bank cit-
ies, taking note of President 
George W. Bush’s plea. 

Five years ago:  Zach John-
son won the Masters with a 
two-shot victory over Tiger 
Woods.

One year ago: Congres-
sional and White House ne-
gotiators struck a last-minute 
budget deal ahead of a mid-
night deadline, averting an 
embarrassing federal shut-
down and cutting billions in 
spending. 

Today’s Birthdays: Author 
and investigative reporter 
Seymour Hersh is 75. Basket-
ball Hall-of-Famer John Hav-
licek is 72. Rapper Biz Markie 
is 48. Actor Taylor Kitsch is 
31. Actor Taran Noah Smith 
is 28. 
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By August Brown
Los AngeLes Times

LOS ANGELES – Under-
neath the stage before Feb-
ruary’s Super Bowl halftime 
show, Nicki Minaj felt an 
emotion she hadn’t experi-
enced in quite some time. 
She was really, really ner-
vous.

Over the last three years, 
the young rapper had be-
come one of the most charis-
matic and commercially suc-
cessful stars in pop music, 
with a gum-snapping flow 
and acerbic guest rhymes 
that stole the show from 
vets such as Mariah Carey, 
Kanye West and Rihanna. 
Her pop-inclined solo debut, 
“Pink Friday,” hit No. 1 and 
launched bestselling singles 
like the elastic “Super Bass.” 
She’d just finished an are-
na tour opening for Britney 
Spears to the biggest crowds 
of her career.

Still, as she stood next 
to her peer M.I.A. and the 
show’s headliner, Madonna, 
the stakes felt higher than 
ever before.

So the MC born Onika 
Maraj resorted to her time-
honored tactic to get over the 
jitters. She played a charac-
ter, the stadium-command-
ing pop star Nicki Minaj. 
“Leading up to it under the 
stage riser, I was think-
ing, ‘Oh my God, there are 
so many people out there,’” 
Minaj, 29, said. “But once I 
got out there, 30 seconds into 
it, I just decided to be myself 
and have fun with it.”

Only four months in-
to 2012, Minaj has already 
headlined two of the biggest 
moments in live music, with 
her Super Bowl gig followed 
by an outlandish exorcism-
themed Grammys set that 
was the talk of the telecast. 
Her new album, “Pink Fri-
day: Roman Reloaded,” is an 
even more daring document 
of a young artist holding onto 
her creativity while navigat-
ing major commercial star-
dom.

“Reloaded” is a labyrin-
thine psychodrama centered 
on one of her many alter egos, 
the gay, twentysomething 
man Roman Zolanski, whom 
Minaj cheekily claims is a 
demon that lives inside her 
and emerges when she’s an-
gry. It’s the kind of concept-
heavy follow-up album that 
makes record label execs bolt 
awake at night soaked in a 
cold sweat.

But if it sticks, “Roman Re-
loaded” might secure Minaj’s 
career in her best role yet – as 
one of the most daring and 
versatile pop artists working 
today.

Minaj, born in Trinidad 
and reared in Queens, N.y., 

developed her knack for char-
acter invention as a defense 
mechanism, useful while 
growing up in a poor home 
with a substance-abusing fa-
ther, whom Minaj has said 
once tried to kill her mother 
by setting the family home 
on fire.

“When you have dysfunc-
tion at home like that, it can 
push you to violence or to be 
creative,” she said. “So I did 
voices and accents from the 
time I was 7 years old. I think 
fans see how I started in the 
inner city, but became a the-
ater major and used that to 
become an artist.”

She honed her interests in 
artistic role play, taking the-
ater classes at Fiorello H. La 
Guardia High School, whose 
arts curriculum was the in-
spiration for the stage and 
movie hit “Fame.”

Even her public face as 
“Nicki Minaj” is a charac-
ter, one of a slew she’s toyed 
with as a musician. There’s 
Roman; Roman’s hysteri-
cal British-accented mother, 
Martha Zolanski; and Hara-
juku Barbie, an outsized-in-
nocent young girl.

Minaj’s early mixtapes 
caught the ear of her men-
tor Lil Wayne with her verbal 
dexterity, while sharing Mis-
sy Elliott’s knack for bending 
words into pop art. But her 
debut full-length surprised 
and disappointed some hip-
hop fans.

Singsongy tracks like 
“your Love” and “Moment 

4 Life” were perfectly capa-
ble singles but felt feather-
weight and aimed at a differ-
ent, younger audience. “I felt 
a lot of pressure to be inspi-
rational and responsible (on 
that album),” Minaj said. “I 
like all kinds of music; when 
I was working at Red Lob-
ster the soundtrack of my life 
there was Avril Lavigne. Hip-
hop fans are my core, and I 
can never not be hip-hop. But 
why not showcase all sides of 
who you are?”

Minaj wanted “Roman 
Reloaded” to embrace all her 
personalities. Early leaked 
tracks like “Roman Holi-
day,” the vampy noir she 
performed at the Grammys, 
the spooky and echo-sod-
den “Beez in the Trap” and 
the giddy taunt “Stupid Hoe” 
hark back to her wild-eyed 
mixtape tracks, but with an 
ear for sticky, radio-pleasing 
phrasings.

A roster of guest MCs, 
including label mates Lil 
Wayne and Drake and gruff 
peers young Jeezy and Rick 
Ross, co-sign with appear-
ances. It continues the path 
she forged on “Pink Friday’s” 
track “Roman’s Revenge,” 
in which Eminem revisits 
his Slim Shady alias to trade 
barbs with Minaj’s Roman.

Minaj hopes that playful-
ness can inspire rappers to 
loosen up. “Em and I both 
came from nothing, so we’ve 
had to do a lot of escaping,” 
she said. “Traditionally, hip-
hop has had such a judgmen-

tal spirit. But Wayne made 
a rock album, and Kanye 
named an album ’80s & 
Heartbreak’ and sang all over 
it. I feel artists like us are set-
ting a new tone and making 
new rules here.”

Just as crucially, “Reload-
ed” highlights other talents 
that suggest she can work in 
diverse pop styles. 

The trancey “Starships,” 
produced by Lady Gaga’s 
longtime collaborator Re-
dOne, is summertime dance-
party spritz, while her duet 
with the embattled Chris 
Brown, “Right by My Side,” 
is tender without being sac-
charine.

“She grew up as a street 
rapper, but when she want-
ed to sing more, we encour-
aged it,” said Mack Maine, 
the president of Minaj’s label, 
young Money, an imprint of 
Cash Money/Universal, co-
founded by Lil Wayne. “She 
developed alter egos and 
became an icon for it. There 
were very few times where 
we’ve had to let her touch the 
stove herself to find out that 
it’s too hot. But while some 
artists can get lazy, she’s nev-
er like ‘I’m good, thanks.’”

But as Minaj’s characters 
and her own pop persona 
develop, there’s one role she 
still can’t shake: As a rare fe-
male MC with mixtape-cir-
cuit credibility and a main-
stream pop career.

Minaj loves to toy with im-
ages of femininity. While her 
underground lyrics can be 

plenty racy, her delivery 
often undermines the sex-
iness with violent glee or a 
cuteness so exaggerated it’s 
threatening. In her videos, 
she’s not afraid of skimpy 
outfits, but her outsized fa-
cial features and deadpan 
poses subvert them.

“My thing was never to 
just be sexy,” Minaj said. “If 
I had a choice, I’d choose 
kooky and sarcastic over 
that. I feel like that’s more 
real for me than someone 
being one-dimensional 
and just wearing a short 
skirt.”

Pop music, for all its 
commercial problems of 
late, has no trouble gener-
ating hit singles and cul-
tural conversation start-
ers. 

Where it’s struggling is 
in creating long-term stars 
with a wide range of skills. 
Finding one’s sound isn’t 
as important as finding an 
authentic charisma – vo-
cal, visual, in pop media 
– that can be deployed as 
needed in the fast-shifting 
currents of music.

If Minaj can maintain 
control of her character 
creations, the potential for 
her third act is limitless.

“During the day, every-
one is four or five differ-
ent people. I’m a different 
person when I’m with my 
friends than when I’m at 
a business meeting,” she 
said. “I just give them all 
names.”

courtesy young money

over the last three years, nicki minaj has become one of the most charismatic and commercially successful stars in pop music, 
with a gum-snapping flow and acerbic guest rhymes that have stolen the show from vets such as mariah carey, Kanye West and 
rihanna. 

Bargain Matinees Daily Until 6pm

Chakeres
Franklin Square Cinema 6

Toll Free: 800-668-4354
Frankfort ~ 502-875-9000

www.chakerestheatres.com

THE LORAX (PG)
Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30
Mon - Thu 4:15, 7:00, 9:30

MIRROR MIRROR (PG)
Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30
Mon - Thu 4:15, 7:00, 9:30

WRATH OF THE TITANS (PG13)
Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00
Mon - Thu 4:45, 7:30, 10:00

AMERICAN REUNION (R)
Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00
Mon - Thu 4:45, 7:30, 10:00

THE HUNGER GAMES (PG13)
Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00
Mon - Thu 4:00, 7:00, 10:00

21 JUMP STREET (R)
Sun 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45
Mon - Thu 4:30, 7:15, 9:45

Find Us On Facebook


