
By Ben Carlson
News staff

The man charged with bru-
tally murdering his landlord 
last year on Clay 
Burgin Road 
may use his own 
mental health in 
defending him-
self against the 
charge.

Terrance Cram, 
50, is charged 
with killing Tena 
McNeely, 49 last January at her 
residence about 14 miles outside 
of Lawrenceburg.

According to documents 
filed in Anderson Circuit Court, 
Cram’s attorney plans to intro-
duce “mental health evidence 
relating to the defense of 
extreme emotional disturbance.”

That defense was confirmed 
when Cram appeared last 
Wednesday in Anderson Cir-
cuit Court. His new attorney is 
Casey Holland, a public defender 
who recently took over Cram’s 
defense.

He told Circuit Court Judge 
Charles Hickman that he is new 
to the case and asked for time to 
prepare for a jury trial that was 
originally supposed to begin last 
month.

Hickman said a new trial date 
for the end of July 2013, with 
a pretrial conference about a 
month before.

A mental health hearing on 
Cram was conducted last Novem-
ber.

McNeely apparently rented 
a room to Cram for about five 
years.

McNeely died of a brain 
injury from blunt impact, inves-
tigators said at the time, and 
may have lived from minutes to 
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Mom hauls son into court, cops haul him away

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The mother of a suspected 
methamphetamine “smurf” 
out of jail on bond hauled 
her son into Anderson Circuit 

Court on Wednesday, then 
stood and watched as depu-
ties hauled him 
off to jail.

Evan 
Cochran, 20, of 
Lawrenceburg 
was arrested in 
May along with 
four others on 
methamphet-
amine-related 
charges. Evans 
told arresting officer Jeremy 

Cornish of the Lawrenceburg 
Police Department that he 
was “smurfing,” a term used 
to describe those who pur-
chase pseudoephedrine and 
other substances for others 
who manufacture meth.

On Wednesday, Cochran 
and the others arrested that 
day were scheduled to appear 
for a disposition hearing. As 
Cochran appeared in front 
of Judge Charles Hickman, 
his mother asked and was 

allowed to approach the 
judge, telling him that her 
son had not been obeying 
curfew and that she sus-
pected he was using drugs, 
although not the drugs he 
was charged for.

The mother asked Hick-
man if she could be released 
from the bond she had posted 
for her son. 

Hickman agreed and 
ordered a bailiff to take 
Cochran into custody.

Cochran did not speak 
but appeared surprised as he 
stood with his mouth open 
before a bailiff led him from 
the courtroom.

Cochran appeared back 
in the courtroom a short 
while later, this time in hand-
cuffs and seated with other 
inmates waiting their turns 
in front of the judge.

Comment at theanderson-
news.com.

Cochran

Judge revokes bond, 
orders meth suspect  

to go back to jail

Mental health could be used 
in murder suspect’s defense

From staff reports
The Lawrenceburg man charged 

with 70 counts of possessing and dis-
tributing child pornography pleaded 
guilty Wednesday afternoon in 
Anderson Circuit Court 
and could now face up 
to 20 years in prison.

Mark Hawks, 55, 
of Secretariat Drive 
entered his plea roughly 
16 months after being 
indicted for download-
ing and viewing porno-
graphic images of girls 
as young as 6 years old 
at his home and at his workplace in 
Shelbyville.

Because the charges are all C and D 
felonies, Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Laura Donnell said 20 years in prison 
is the maximum amount of time to 
which Hawks can be sentenced.
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NO HOME LIKE MAIN STREET
Nancy Cunningham, pictured in front of her new candle shop Wicks and Wonders, only had 
one location in mind for her store — downtown Lawrenceburg. For the full story, see A7.

Prosecutor 
rescinds plea 
offer in tied 

up child case

From staff reports
The Commonwealth Attorney’s 

office retracted a plea offer Wednes-
day for the woman charged with 
tying up her 3-year-old granddaugh-
ter for as many as 16 hours each day.

The girl’s grandmother, Carolyn 
Case, along with her parents, Rebecca 
and Herbert Medley, all are charged 
with first-degree criminal child abuse 
and have each pleaded not guilty.

Armed Wednesday in Anderson 
Circuit Court with their own public 
defenders, each appeared in front 
of Judge Charles Hickman and were 

Case, Medleys back 
in Circuit Court Dec. 4

Cram

Trial postponed, 
now set for July

Child porn 
suspect 

pleads guilty

Hawks

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

A Lawrenceburg man crashed a Chevy 
Tahoe into a Fox Creek Road residence 
early Monday afternoon and fled the scene 
of the accident. 

According to Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Tony Likens, 20-year-old driver John Ivey of 

1497 Aaron Barnett Road was driving west 
into Lawrenceburg with a single passenger, 
19-year-old Andrew Rittenberry, when Ivey 
lost control of his vehicle at the intersection 
of Fox Creek Road and Anderson City Road 
a little before 1 p.m. Monday afternoon. 

The Chevy Tahoe spun 180 degrees and 
slammed backwards into the front of an 
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Property owner James Davis said he could not estimate how much it will cost to repair the damage to
the unoccupied 2046 Fox Creek property he’s been remodeling. 

See PLEA, Page A2 See PORN, Page A3

Driver smashes into Fox Creek 
residence, flees accident scene
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