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The Butler Way created the hulla-
baloo in college basketball in the
2010-11 season. Uncover a string of
overlooked prospects, coach them
into a furious unit and then listen to
the applause after you surge to back-

to-back Final Fours.
With so many young
players rushing to
the NBA, the time
was right for an old-
school approach.

Then Butler
failed to make the
2012 NCAA Tourna-
ment, and the ap-
plause dissolved.

Duke followed a
different blueprint

for greatness before Butler. The
Blue Devils won their fourth NCAA
title for coach Mike Kryzewski in
2010. Who needs lottery picks? Not
one of Krzyzewski’s players was tak-
en in the 2010 NBA draft.

Then Duke went 2-2 in its next
two NCAA Tournament appear-
ances, and maybe Coach K didn’t
have every answer.

Now John Calipari and Kentucky
have shown there is another way to
be the best. You corner the market
on the best talent. You convince your
guys of things the best talent often
rejects: sharing and playing for the
guy next to you. Those are talents,
too.

Essentially you get five-star
guys to play with the urgency of two-
star recruits. No knuckleheads al-
lowed. Every coach aspires to that
approach. Calipari achieved it.

Now the Wildcats are the NCAA
champions. Now people are talking
about The Kentucky Way. Now Cali-
pari has another top-ranked recruit-
ing class, and people are suggesting
he can repeat.

Maybe he will.
But getting to the Final Four —

and beyond — isn’t a one-size-fits-all
proposition. If you’ve watched the
ball bounce in college basketball,
you understand that 2013 will be
more daunting than 2012.

Calipari’s way worked with re-
markable efficiency this past sea-
son. Brad Stevens’ approach at But-
ler was difficult to knock in the pre-
vious season — even though Jim Cal-
houn and his questionable tactics at
Connecticut actually won the cham-
pionship. Coach K had it all figured
out in 2010, winning with an old-tim-
ers’ starting lineup of three seniors
and two juniors.

Roy Williams started three ju-
niors and — brace yourself — two
seniors when North Carolina won its
last national title in 2009. Getting
several guys to delay their NBA
dreams appeared to be the pre-
ferred approach.

The Tar Heels seemed positioned
to take advantage of their experi-
ence again this year. Then Leslie Mc-
Donald blew out a knee last summer.
Dexter Strickland tore an ACL in
January. Kendall Marshall frac-
tured his right wrist during the first
weekend of the NCAA Tournament.

Sorry. You don’t win the NCAA
championship playing your second-
and third-team guards.

North Carolina didn’t even
make it to New Orleans. If the Tar
Heels had arrived in Louisiana, Ken-
tucky would have handled them as
decisively as the Wildcats handled
Indiana, Baylor, Louisville and Kan-
sas. This was a team with which Cali-
pari had dialed precisely the proper
frequency.

Now all of his underclassmen are
leaving. They’ll need to put several
tables together during the NBA
draft on June 28 at the Prudential
Center in Newark, N.J., because Da-
rius Miller, the team’s unflappable
senior, will join Anthony Davis, Mi-
chael Kidd-Gilchrist, Terrence
Jones, Marquis Teague and Doron
Lamb for the celebration.

Calipari and his staff are still
making calls to fill UK’s roster for
next season. Playing time is certain-
ly available.

Some scouts argue that Calipari
already has assembled the nation’s
best recruiting class, and he’s not
finished. But regardless of how
many more guys he signs, the Wild-
cats won’t have the poised wisdom
that Miller provided this past season
— and Josh Harrellson and Patrick
Patterson provided before him.

Doing it again won’t be a putt in
the leather. It never is.

Reach Rick Bozich at (502) 582-4650 or
rbozich@courier-journal.com,
and read his blog and previ-
ous columns at www.cou-
rier-journal.com/bozich.

Many roads
to Final Four
and beyond

John Calipari
found his
own route to
a title.
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at Summitt, who won more games than anyone else in
NCAA basketball history, stepped down Wednesday as
coach of the Tennessee Lady Vols, less than eight months
after revealing she had early-onset dementia.

“I’ve loved being the head coach at Tennessee for 38
years, but I recognize that the time has come to move into the future
and to step into a new role,” the 59-year-old Hall of Famer said in a
statement issued by the school.

Longtime assistant Holly Warlick will take over for Summitt, who
will become head coach emeritus. A news conference is scheduled
for this afternoon at the school.

When the Lady Vols lost in a regional final to l national champion
Baylor, Warlick’s tears were a telltale sign of how draining the sea-
son had been — and also that it probably was Summitt’s last game.

“She is an icon who does not view herself in that light, and her
legacy is well-defined and everlasting,” athletic director Dave Hart
said. “Just like there will never be another John Wooden, there will
never be another Pat Summitt. I look forward to continuing to work
with her in her new role. She is an inspiration to everyone.”

Pat Summitt, celebrating her eighth national championship in 2008, will assume the new title of
head coach emeritus but no longer will run the team.. AL MESSERSCHMIDT/GETTY IMAGES

Summitt steps
off Rocky Top
Ailing coach leaves Lady Vols after 38 years
By Teresa M. Walker
Associated Press

REPLACING
SUMMITT
» Holly Warlick, a
27-year assistant coach
at Tennessee, takes
over as head coach.
Warlick was a three-
time All-American
playing for Summitt in
1976-80. She served as
associate head coach
for last season’s team,
which lost to Baylor in
a regional final.

See SUMMITT, Page C5

LEXINGTON, Ky. — The scene
after Wednesday’s football prac-
tice at the University of Ken-
tucky was the same as it’s been all
spring. Nearly half an hour had
gone by since the final whistle
blew. Most of the coaches and all
the other players had long since
hit the showers.

But one guy was still out on the
field, off in the distance, doing
one-on-one battle with a student
assistant coach, working swim
moves and spin moves and bull
rushes. He churned his legs and
pumped his arms violently, as if
the Wildcats’ season opener was
tomorrow, not Sept. 2.

The Blue-White game, the last
of15 spring practices, will be Sat-
urday. Linebacker Alvin “Bud”
Dupree has stayed for extra work
every day in an effort to be ready
for both.

He’s just wrap-
ping up his fresh-
man year at UK,
but with the dis-
missal of starter
Ridge Wilson af-
ter a recent drug
arrest in Louis-
ville, Dupree will
be counted on in
the fall to fill the
void at the hybrid
linebacker/end
position. He un-
derstands that
and plans to be prepared.

“I’m just trying to be a perfec-
tionist,” he said. “I’m trying to
take advantage of the opportuni-
ty.”

He got a taste of what it takes
last season, when he had 21 tack-
les as Wilson’s backup. By the end
of the season he looked like a guy
who was going to threaten the
veteran’s playing time even if
Wilson hadn’t been kicked off the
team. Dupree totaled 14 tackles,
two pass breakups, two sacks and
a blocked kick over the final
three games.

The field-goal attempt he
blocked came in a 10-7 victory
over Tennessee that ended UK’s
26-game losing streak against the
Volunteers. By the first week of
spring practice, coach Joker Phil-
lips already was predicting
greatness for Dupree, saying he
will be “the next big-time line-
backer here. No doubt.”

Watching Dupree loiter in the

Cards’ Mr. Reliable
U of L receiver Scott Ratcliff has
earned the team’s trust. C5

UK SPRING GAME
When: 6 p.m. Saturday
Where: Commonwealth Stadium
Format: The White team will be
made up of starters, who will spot
the Blue team a 14-0 lead.

See DUPREE, Page C6

Dupree
aims to
perfect
his game
UK linebacker has
a huge opportunity
By Kyle Tucker
ktucker@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Bud Dupree
is being
groomed as
UK’s hybrid
linebacker.

INDIANAPOLIS — The Indi-
anapolis Colts have decided who
to take with the No. 1 draft pick-
.They’re just not planning to let
the secret out until April 26.

After months of speculation,
scouting and scrutinizing, Colts
general manager Ryan Grigson
finally told reporters Wednes-
day that the Colts have a plan for

their first No. 1 overall selec-
tion in 14 years.

“We’ve known for a little
while. We’ve done all our due
diligence,” Grigson said dur-
ing a 30-minute news confer-

ence. “Unless there’s an unfore-
seen problem or something like
that, we know what we’re do-
ing.”

Team owner Jim Irsay has
repeatedly said the team will
choose Peyton Manning’s suc-
cessor, presumably either Stan-
ford’s Andrew Luck or Baylor’s
Robert Griffin III, the Heisman
Trophy winner. If the Colts take
Luck, the Washington Redskins
are expected to take Griffin
with the second pick next
Thursday night.

Luck was expected to go No.
1 in 2011 before returning to
school for his fourth college sea-
son. His resume looks like an ex-
act replica of Manning’s — both
stayed in school one year longer

Colts quiet but make decision on pick

Andrew Luck was the runner-up for the Heisman Trophy but might
have the distinction of being the top pick in the draft. GETTY IMAGES

Indy G.M. says he
has seen enough
By Michael Marot
Associated Press

See COLTS, Page C5

1,098
Victories

(NCAA record)

112
NCAA Tournament

victories

18
Final Fours
(21 wins)

8
NCAA titles
(Last: 2008)

32
SEC titles
combined

38
Seasons

(1974-2012)

SUMMITT’S WINNING LEGACY AT TENNESSEE
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