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TUESDAY, MAY1ST 5PM - 9PM

AT THE REPUBLIC BANK PEGASUS PARADE PREVIEW PARTY
KEC SOUTH WING C - PIN ADMISSION EVENT - $8 PARKING

AND MUCH MORE! PRIZES EVERY HOUR!

ANTHEM BLUE CROSS AND BLUE SHIELD
AMERICAN RED CROSS
DERBY CITY PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
DOWN SYNDROME OF LOUISVILLE
JCPS SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
KENTUCKY BEEF COUNCIL
KENTUCKY REGIONAL POISON CONTROL
KIDZLIFE PEDIATRICS

KIPDA
LOUISVILLE EMS
LOUISVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
LOUISVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
MENCHIES
NORTON HEALTHCARE
RAINBOW BLOSSOM
THE LITTLE CLINIC

Please stop by and check out some of our exhibits like blood drive, kid friendly

nutrition tips and samples, dental screenings, medicine cabinet safety, summer

safety information and games, BMI, blood pressure screenings, pediatrician and

nurse practitioner on-site, summer camp information and fire safety.

EXHIBITORS:

FREE ADMISSION WITH

2012 Pegasus Pin®
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2

SPONSORED BY

EXHIBITORS:

KDF.org
CJ-0000330806

CJ-0000331241

with projects for his dis-
trict.

On Wednesday, Beshear
completed his review of the
plan and effectively vetoed
all or portions of11projects.
Nine are in Williams’ Senate
district, and two others
straddle Williams’ district
and Russell County.

Legal test unlikely
While Beshear didn’t

technically veto the pro-
jects, his actions effectively
deleted their funding.

Beshear said in a news
release late Wednesday,
“Sen. Williams has essen-
tially moved all his district’s
road projects to the front of
the line, forcing other pro-
jects that the Transporta-
tion Cabinet and other legis-
lators considered high-pri-
ority to wait until additional
funding becomes available.
It’s unfair to the citizens,
and it’s unfair to the rest of
the lawmakers whose dis-
tricts will suffer.”

Williams argued later
that his projects would not
have delayed others be-
cause the legislature had
found additional money. Ad-
ditionally, he said the pro-
jects in his district cost less
per capita than those of oth-
er legislative leaders.

Republican Sen. Damon
Thayer of Georgetown said
after learning of Beshear’s
action, “Now that the gover-
nor has signed the road
plan, it’s my hope we will
pass the road funding bud-
get and be finished by Fri-
day.”

Senate Republican Floor
Leader Robert Stivers of
Manchester wouldn’t rule
out a lawsuit to challenge
the vetoes, but Williams
said it was unlikely.

“I’m not real big on su-
ing,” said Williams, before
explaining that Beshear
didn’t even need to veto the
projects, because as gover-
nor, he could have just cho-
sen not to build them.

But he was harsh in his

criticism of Beshear, who
beat him in November’s gu-
bernatorial race.

“I think the governor
needs to seek some counsel-
ing for his hate for me,” Wil-
liams said. “I think he’s al-
lowed his personal anger
and vitriolic comments to
go beyond the bounds of
normal reason in this
thing.”

‘Pill mill’ bill
The vetoes came the

same day the House passed
both the Transportation
Cabinet operating budget
and a bill to fight prescrip-
tion drug abuse, which now
are up for consideration in
the Senate.

The House voted 96-2 in
passing the $4.8 billion
transportation operating
budget for 2012-14. It also
passed House Bill 1, the bill
to combat prescription drug
abuse, 70-28.

The latter increases reg-
ulations on pain clinics and
gives the attorney general
control of the state’s pre-
scription drug tracking sys-
tem. But House Speaker
Greg Stumbo, D-Prestons-
burg, said he has some con-
cerns that the Senate may
seek major revisions.

House and Senate law-
makers negotiated a near-
compromise in the regular
session’s final days. That
version, heavily influenced
by the Kentucky Medical
Association, included limits
on drug investigations and
other stark differences
from Stumbo’s original bill.

Attorney General Jack
Conway, along with leaders
from business and govern-
ment, have since called for a
return to the tougher mea-
sures, and law enforcement
officials held a rally in the
capitol Wednesday to sup-
port HB 1.

“I would hope that the
Senate would reconsider
some of its previous posi-
tions,” Stumbo said. “We
have more evidence now,
we have more information,
we have a number of doc-
tors who have spoken out in
support of this legislation.”

Williams said members
of the Senate Judiciary
Committee will work on the
bill today.

Passage of HB 1 in the
Senate likely hinges on just
a few votes without changes
to some provisions, predic-
ted Sen. Jimmy Higdon, a
Lebanon Republican who
has backed efforts to fight
so-called pill mills.

“I think something has a
very good chance of passing
the Senate if we do a Senate
committee substitute,” he
said. “I think it’s a flip of a
coin … under its current
form.”

Reporter Tom Loftus can be
reached at (502) 875-5136.
Reporter Joseph Gerth can be
reached at (502) 582-4702.
Reporter Mike Wynn can be
reached at (502) 875-5136.

SESSION: Prescription drug bill sent to Senate
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Rep. Robert Damron, D-Nicholasville, speaks about the road
funding bill Wednesday. LRC PUBLIC INFORMATION VIA AP

BESHEAR’S
PROJECT VETOES
» Clinton County: relocation
of Ky. 90, $5,725,000; two
projects for the reconstruction
U.S. 127 totaling $7,530,000.
» Cumberland County:
pavement rehabilitation on
Ky. 61, $930,000.
» McCreary County: Turn
lane on U.S. 27, $1,100,000; Ky.
92 reconstruction, $2,075,000.
» Russell County: two pro-
jects that cross into Clinton
County for reconstruction of
U.S. 127 totaling $13,765,000.
» Wayne County: recon-
struction of Ky. 90, $6,260,000;
Ky. 92 reconstruction,
$11,500,000.
» Whitley County: access
road to industrial park,
$777,000.

WASHINGTON — The
General Services Ad-
ministration’s internal
watchdog said Wednes-
day that employees are
heeding his call to report
wrongdoing, and mes-
sages on his hotline have
triggered new investiga-
tions beyond an $823,000
Las Vegas conference
and junkets to resorts.

“I don’t know what
we’re going to find, but it
has not been pretty,” In-
spector General Brian
Miller told theSenateEn-
vironment and Public
Works Committee.

Miller previously re-
vealed that GSA officials
inWesternstateswenton
taxpayer-financed jun-
kets to Hawaii, South Pa-
cific islands, California’s
Napa Valley and Palm
Springs; stayed in resort
hotel suites, and threw
lavishparties.HisApril2
report detailed how four
Western regions partied
attheirLasVegasconfer-
ence in 2010, which fea-
tured a clown, a mind-
reader, a team-building
exercisetobuildbicycles
and a rap video making
fun of the spending.

Miller previously said
that employees would
not blow the whistle on
the misconduct because
they believed they would
be “squashed like a bug”
for doing so.

“The result of the re-
lease of the report is that
people are coming for-
ward now,” he said.
“They are calling the hot-
line.”

The Democratic-led
Environment committee
struck a somewhat dif-
ferent tone than two Re-

publican-run House
hearings this week that
featured those who al-
lowed or participated in
the misconduct.

While the outrage
over GSA spending has
been bipartisan, the Sen-
atepanelonlysummoned
Miller and Acting GSA
Administrator Daniel
Tangherlini, the two offi-
cials who are playing key
roles in changing the cul-
ture at the GSA.

“We got the two good
guys here,” said Sen.
James Inhofe, R-Okla.,
his party’s ranking Re-
publican on the commit-
tee.

In a dig at the House
hearings, Chairman Bar-
bara Boxer said, “We’re
not looking for photo ops
of people taking the
Fifth.” This was a refer-
ence to the San Francis-
co-based regional execu-
tive, Jeffrey Neely, who
hostedtheLasVegascon-
ference and went on a
number of trips after the
inspector general
warned officials about
his excessive travel.

Neely asserted his
right to remain silent at
one House hearing and
failed to appear at a sec-
ond. Miller has referred
hiscasetotheJusticeDe-
partment for a criminal
investigation and said he
made other criminal re-
ferrals.

Boxer, D-Calif., said
the committee’s goal is
“to make sure we don’t
have a repeat of this
nightmare.” She said
Miller and Tangherlini
needed to keep “shaking
this tree and letting these
bad apples fall. This
(Western) region went
wild on you. They went
rogue.”

GSA watchdog:
Employees are
reporting abuse
By Larry Margasak
Associated Press
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