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FROM WIRE DISPATCHES

WASHINGTON
Court dismisses
torture case

The Supreme Court ruled
unanimously Wednesday that
organizations may not be sued
for claims they aided in
torture or killings abroad un-
der a U.S. law aimed at helping
torture victims.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor
wrote the court’s opinion dis-
missing the lawsuit filed by
the family of an American who
died in the custody of Palestin-
ianintelligenceofficersinJer-
icho in 1995. The family want-
ed to sue the Palestinian Au-
thority and Palestine Libera-
tion Organization under the
Torture Victim Protection
Act.

Sotomayor said the 1992
law’s use of the word “individ-
ual” is persuasive evidence
that only people may be sued
over claims they took part in
torture.

BEIRUT
Syrian cease-fire
broken in Damascus

Syrian security forces
opened fire Wednesday on an-
ti-regime demonstrators sur-
rounding the cars of a U.N.
team meant to monitor a shaky
cease-fire, sending the ob-
servers speeding off and pro-
testers dashing for cover, ac-
cording to activists and ama-
teur videos.

The fresh violence in a sub-
urb of Damascus, the Syrian
capital, provided the first pub-
lic glimpse of the work of the
small team struggling to rein-
force the international com-
munity’s stumbling efforts to
end 13 months of deadly con-
flict in Syria.

NEW DELHI
India to test launch
nuclear missile

India is planning to test
launch a new nuclear-capable
missile that for the first time
would give it the capability of
hitting the major Chinese cit-
ies of Beijing and Shanghai.

The government has hailed
the Agni-V missile, with a
range of 5,000 kilometers
(3,100 miles), as a major boost
to its efforts to counter China’s
regional dominance and be-
come an Asian power in its
own right. The test launch was
slated to come as early as
Wednesday evening, but Indi-
an media said a delay was like-
ly because of poor weather
conditions.

“It will be a quantum leap in
India’s strategic capability,”
said Ravi Gupta, spokesman
for India’s Defense Research
and Development Organiza-
tion, which built the missile.

YANGON, MYANMAR
Suu Kyi to travel
to Britain, Norway

Myanmar opposition lead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi plans to
travel to Britain and Norway
in June on her first trip abroad
in 24 years, her party spokes-
man said Wednesday.

The 66-year-old democracy
icon has not left Myanmar for
more than two decades be-
cause of fears the nation’s au-
thoritarian rulers would not
allow her to return.

The junta that ruled the
country for almost half a cen-
tury ceded power to a new
government last year that has
embarked on a series of wide-
ly praised reforms, including
opening a dialogue with Suu
Kyi and allowing her to run for
— and win — a seat in parlia-
ment.

VISTA, CALIF.
Body ID’d as Marine’s
wife who vanished

A body found in Southern
California is a Marine’s wife
who disappeared five days
ago, authorities said Wednes-
day.

Coroner’s investigators de-
termined the woman discov-
ered near a lake in Riverside
County on Tuesday is 22-year-
old Brittany Dawn Killgore,
sheriff’s officials said in a
statement.

Authorities say they have
arrested Jessica Lynn Lopez,
25, woman on suspicion of
murder.

Read the latest news online at:
courier-journal.com/nationworld

TODAY IN 1995
A truck bomb destroyed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City, killing 168 people. Bomber Timothy McVeigh was
convicted of federal murder charges and executed.

WASHINGTON — The interna-
tional prostitution scandal at the
Secret Service claimed its first
casualties Wednesday. The agen-
cy announced three agents would
leave the service, even as sepa-
rate U.S. government investiga-
tions were under way into the in-
cident.

The episode took a political
turn when presumptive Republi-
can presidential nominee Mitt
Romney said he would fire the
agents involved.

The Secret Service did not
identify the three agents leaving

the government or eight more it
said remained on administrative
leave. In a statement, it said one
supervisor was allowed to retire
and another will be fired for
cause. A third employee, who was
not a supervisor, has resigned.

The agents were implicated in
the prostitution scandal in Col-
ombia that also involved about 10
military service members and as
many as 20 women. All the Secret
Service employees who were in-
volved had their security clear-
ances revoked.

The scandal erupted last week
after 11 Secret Service agents
were sent home from Cartagena,
Colombia, after a night of party-

ing that reportedly ended with at
least some of them bringing pros-
titutes to their hotel. The special
agents and uniformed officers
were in Colombia in advance of
the Summit of the Americas.

In Washington and Colombia,
separate U.S. government inves-
tigations were under way.

Rep. Pete King, R-N.Y., chair-
man of the House Homeland Se-
curity Committee, which over-
sees the Secret Service, said he
has assigned four congressional
investigators to the probe.

The House Committee on
Oversight and Government Re-
form, led by Rep. Darrell Issa, R-
Calif., sought details of the Secret

Service investigation, including
the disciplinary histories of the
agents involved. Secret Service
investigators are in Colombia in-
terviewing witnesses.

On Wednesday, a 24-year-old
self-described prostitute told
The New York Times that she met
an agent at a discotheque in Car-
tagena and after a night of drink-
ing, the pair agreed the agent
would pay her $800 for sex at the
hotel. The next morning, when
the hotel’s front desk called be-
cause the woman hadn’t left, the
pair argued over the price.

She said the two argued after
the agent offered to pay her about
$30 and the situation escalated,
eventually ending with Colombi-
an law enforcement involved.
She said she was paid about $225.

3 Secret Service agents out
2 congressional committees are investigating prostitution scandal

By Alicia A. Caldwell
Associated Press

SPRING, Texas — Verna McClain told her fian-
cé she had given birth to their child. But after
she suffered a miscarriage, authorities said,
looked for another baby to present to him.

Now she’s accused of killing a young mother
to take one by force.

Investigators say McClain
waited outside a pediatrician’s
office north of Houston and shot
Kala Golden before taking her
tiny newborn son, who was only
3 days old.

Little Keegan Golden was
found unharmed hours later
with McClain’s sister — who was
told that her sister planned to
adopt the boy. He is back with
family members.

McClain is charged with cap-
ital murder and was being held

Wednesday without bond. Authorities say she
admitted attacking the woman Tuesday and
stealing her baby from his mother’s truck.

McClain, 30, who listed a Houston address,
was separated from her husband, with whom
she had raised three children.

“I don’t understand that, her taking a child,”
said her estranged husband, Theo McClain of
San Diego. “That doesn’t make sense. We have
three kids. And then to shoot somebody? I’ve
never known her to hurt anybody.”

Her fiancé, who was not identified Wednes-
day, was being interviewed by authorities.

Sheriff Tommy Gage said Kala Golden, 28,
had placed Keegan into her pickup Tuesday af-

ternoon after leaving Northwoods Pediatric
Center in Spring, 20 miles north of Houston. The
suspect was parked next to her, Gage said.

The woman repeatedly shot Golden, then
snatched the child from her truck and drove
away, according to witness accounts.

Later Tuesday, two detectives spotted a vehi-
cle outside a nearby apartment complex that
matched witnesses’ descriptions, Gage said.
Though McClain’s apartment was empty, she
showed up and talked to authorities.

During an interview, detectives learned of a
residence in Harris County where McClain’s
sister lives and the child might be, Gage said.

McClain’s sister, Corina Jackson, told au-
thorities that she had talked about needing to
“do the adoption” soon after taking Keegan.

Police do not think anyone else was involved.
The baby has been returned to his family, ac-

cording to his father, Keith Schuchardt, who
said he had been married to Kala Golden for
three years.

Keith Schuchardt said Wednesday he learned of Kala Golden’s shooting because as she lay dying,
she asked another woman to call him and explain the attack. AP

Suspect in abduction
of baby miscarried

Kala Marie Golden and her husband, Keith
Schuchardt, on their wedding day. Golden was
killed and her 3-day-old baby abducted outside
a pediatric clinic Tuesday. AP

Woman faces capital murder
charge, is held without bond
By Michael Graczyk
Associated Press

Verna
McClain is
charged
with capital
murder.

WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration on Wednesday set
the first-ever national standards
to control air pollution from gas
wells that are drilled using a
method called hydraulic fractur-
ing, or fracking, but not without
making concessions to the oil and
gas industry.

In his State of the Union ad-
dress, President Barack Obama
strongly backed natural gas drill-
ing as a clean energy source, and
recently announced an executive
order calling for coordination of
federal regulation to ease bur-
dens on producers. But he has
come under criticism by the in-
dustry and Republicans for poli-
cies they say discourage energy
development.

Top EPA officials said
Wednesday that the new regula-
tions would ensure pollution is
controlled without slowing natu-
ral gas production.

“By ensuring the capture of
gases that were previously re-
leased to pollute our air and
threaten our climate, these up-
dated standards will protect our
health, but also lead to more prod-
uct for fuel suppliers to bring to
market,” EPA Administrator Lisa
Jackson said in a statement.

Much of the air pollution from
fracked gas wells is vented when
the well transitions from drilling
to actual production. An earlier
version of the rule limiting air
pollution from gas wells would
have required companies to in-
stall pollution-reducing equip-
ment immediately after the rule
was finalized.

Drillers now will be given
more than two years to employ
technology to reduce emissions
of smog- and soot-forming pollut-
ants during that stage. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
will require drillers to burn off
gas in the meantime, an alterna-
tive that can release smog-form-
ing nitrogen oxides, but will still
slash overall emissions.

Industry groups had pushed
hard for the delay, saying the
equipment to reduce pollution at
the wellhead during completion
was not readily available. About
25,000 wells a year are being
fracked, a process where water,
chemicals and sand are injected
at high pressure underground to
release trapped natural gas.

EPA sets
gas-well
pollution
standards
Associated Press

jackpot.
The retirees and grandpar-

ents had no trouble keeping the
secret for so long. Until going
public to get the lump sum of $111
million after taxes, the Butlers

RED BUD, Ill. — Merle Butler
routinely laughed off what be-
came the well-worn exchange
among locals the instant word
swept through Red Bud that a
Mega Millions lottery ticket
bought there scored a share of a
record $656 million jackpot.

“Are you the winner?” some-
one would ask.

“Yeah, sure, I won it,” Butler
would say. Little did anyone know
that he wasn’t kidding.

On Wednesday, 19 days since
that drawing, Butler and his wife,
Patricia, stepped in front of news
cameras and reporters to claim
their $218.6 million stake of the

had told fewer than five people —
the closest of family and friends
— of their new wealth. They also
consulted an attorney and a cadre
of financial advisers.

“I answered most of the time

truthfully and said, ‘Yes, I did
(win).’ Most of the time, people
didn’t catch it,” Merle Butler, 65,
said with a chuckle during the Il-
linois Lottery news conference in
his hometown. “I figured the qui-
eter I keep it, the better we are.”

The Butlers have no immedi-
ate plans other than to craft an in-
vestment strategy. Perhaps
months down the road, “there
could possibly be a vacation in
there,” quipped Butler, a former
computer systems analyst and
Vietnam veteran.

The Illinois Lottery requires
that winning ticket holders ap-
pear for a news conference. The
other winners, in Kansas and
Maryland, remain anonymous.

Ill. couple claims $218.6 million lottery pot
Mega Millions
winners Merle
and Patricia
Butler can go
anywhere now,
but they say
they plan to stay
in Red Bud, Ill.,
which Merle
Butler called a
“comfortable,
family-oriented
community.” AP

Associated Press
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