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Linda Davidson has run her

accounting business, Linda’s
Tax Service, out of Bradford
Square mall for the past 19
years. She has had the busi-
ness for 22 years altogether. 

She starts work in late De-
cember and is open full time
through the end of tax season.
The rest of the year, the busi-
ness is open for a half-day each
Thursday in case clients need
to pick up any tax forms. 

Outside of tax season,

Davidson
said she
mostly relax-
es and
spends time
with her
grandchil-
dren. 

“It’s so
much more enjoyable when
you do come back to work,” she
said. “I think if you were some-
one that did what I do 12
months a year, it would be crazy.” 

Davidson has many repeat
clients. Some have been com-
ing to her since her early days
as an accountant. 

“I have people that were
some of my first customers
and then they come back later
and they are married and have
children,” she said. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at 270-
887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com. We’ll take
it from there!

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera
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COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 

If  few people know of  the Hopkinsville Headhunters — a
rugby team in its 10th year — then even fewer people
know of  their female counterparts. As a

team in its infancy, so young a name hasn’t
been established, I thought I might have a
chance of  holding my own with these
women. So I decided to meet these ladies on
the field to see if  I had the right stuff  to make
it on a rugby team.

Wednesday, 5:40 p.m.
I’m writing Caitlin Osteen, who organized

and leads the team, and telling her about my
idea to join them for practice. I’ve already
missed both of  their practices this week but she tells me a
group can get together on Friday — just for me. She gives

THE 80-MINUTE WAR

SOMETHING SPARKLY
n

Facing fear and rugby - eeh, it’s not that bad

MONICA K.
SMITH n

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Caitlin Osteen (right) shows how to properly tackle a player, with  Molly Wal-
ters acting as the opponent Friday evening.

RUGBY
It brings to mind images of tough men with faces as though hardened by war. It conjures up stereotypes
of fistfights and blood, of broken teeth and bones.  But the members of Hopkinsville Headhunters rugby

team will tell you, it takes more than physical strength to play in

Saturday brought clear skies
and 79-degree weather to the rugby
pitch as members of  the undefeated
Hopkinsville Headhunters rugby
team arrive at Ruff  Park and pre-
pare for battle. They would be fac-
ing North Carolina’s Triad rugby
team in the first playoff  game in
Headhunter’s club history and a
chance to advance to the semifinals
in Little Rock, Ark. The national
championship game would follow.

A new game
On a rainy day in 2003, Freddie

Montgomery was just finishing
his training at the Hopkinsville
YMCA when a woman suggested
he watch the local rugby team
practice. 
“She was married to the guy

who initially started it so I went
out there and I didn’t know what
was going on,” Montgomery said.
“It was raining and I thought
‘those guys are crazy.’”
As he was watching the last 20

minutes of  practice, someone ap-
proached his car and invited him
out.
Montgomery played sports

growing up and was an avid
trainer. In his words, he was
“training to be training.” But
nothing he was doing was a
strong enough reason to keep him
training. Now with an invitation
to experience a new game, he
headed into the rain.
“I was quite confused and I

looked like an idiot,” Montgomery
said. “I told them I’d come back so

I wouldn’t go out on a bad note.
I’ve been hooked ever since.”
After playing rugby, Mont-

gomery found his inspiration.
“For 80 minutes, you are giving

all you’ve got,” he said. “I had a
reason to train. I wanted to be big-
ger, stronger, faster — it was
everything I was looking for.” 
Having only missed the first

scrimmage, Montgomery, a Hop-
kinsville Fire Department battal-
ion chief, has been with the team
since its first year. 
The Headhunters began mod-

estly. At the time nearby Fort
Campbell had so many players
that many who didn’t have an op-
portunity to play helped form the
Hopkinsville team.

BY MONICA K. SMITH
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR
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Post
soldier
shoots
wife

MONICA K. SMITH |KENTUCKY NEW ERA

(Top) Members of the Hopkinsville Headhunters rugby team pose for a photo after their win Saturdayat Ruff Park. (Above left) Triad, the rugby team from
North Carolina, meet the Headhunters in a scrum. (Above right) Kevin Harrison scores a try for the Headhunters.

SEE SPARKLY, PAGEA7

Report: Husband
led police on chase
before shooting self 

BY ELI PACE
NEW ERA EDITOR

Military police found the body of
a woman who was shot at a Fort
Campbell home Friday night.
Early Saturday morning, the

woman’s husband, wanted for ques-
tioning in connection to her death,
shot himself  in Bartow County, Ga.,
after leading police on an 80-mile
pursuit.
The husband, a soldier at Fort

Campbell, was in critical condition,
according to a Saturday evening
news release from Fort Campbell.
The names of  the husband and

wife have not been released.
On Friday night, military police

were called to an alleged domestic
dispute on post, the news release
said. The location of  the dispute was
not given.
After arriving at the home, police

found the woman’s body with a gun-
shot wound, the release said. She
was taken to Blanchfield Army
Community Hospital where doctors
confirmed she was dead.
Fort Campbell was put on lock-

down at about 9:30 p.m. with no one
allowed on or off  post while author-
ities searched for the soldier.
Fort Campbell alerted local law

enforcement to watch for the man
just before midnight. The alert was
canceled about 20 minutes later
when the soldier’s cellphone was
tracked to a location on Interstate
24. 
At 12:29 a.m., Fort Campbell

posted a vague update about the sit-
uation on its Facebook page.
“On post residents need not be

alarmed regarding the activity on
post tonight. MPs are investigating
an incident that occurred. Further
info is not available at this time due
to the investigation,” the update
read.
A number of  user comments ex-

pressed concern about the safety of
their family members. Some users
speculated about the incident while
a handful of  others said the lock-
down had been lifted.
Fort Campbell posted its own com-

ments urging people to be patient
and not to speculate. At 12:37 a.m.,
Fort Campbell posted an update that
read: “MPs responded to a domestic
dispute. The situation appears to be
under control. No need for alarm.”

SEE SOLDIER, PAGEA8

SEE HEADHUNTERS, PAGEA8
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