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IN OUR VIEW

Poor connection
Senate bill would hinder
communication in state 

T
he bill that was spon-
sored on behalf  of
AT&T and other large
carriers in Kentucky

needs a much longer look.
The measure, formerly known

as SB 135, releases telephone
companies from having to pro-
vide basic and inexpensive land-
line service to anyone who
wants it in their service areas.
The bill, with an army of  lob-

byists behind it, seemed ready
to roll until it was pointed out
by AARP and others that it
would make phone service
more costly and less reliable for
thousands of  Kentuckians.
Paul Hornback, R-Shel-

byville, paid attention to the
outcry. He sheltered the provi-
sions of  SB 135 in another bill,
SB 12, and tried it again.
The scary part is, he wasn’t

alone in support of  the bill that
simply wasn’t good for all Ken-
tucky citizens. He isn’t worried
about the many isolated Ken-
tuckians who have reliable in-
expensive telephone service
now, but won’t if  this bill pass-
es. He seems more interested in
making the telecommunica-
tions industry a little richer. 
While shilling for his bill be-

fore the Senate Committee on
Economic Development,
Tourism and Labor earlier this
week, he sat between two
AT&T lobbyists. Asked about
his allegiance later he said,
“You work with the authorities
in any industry to figure out
what they need to move that in-
dustry forward.”
Never mind what’s best for

the state as a whole.
We know from our travels in

northeastern Kentucky that

there are plenty of  spots where
cell service is either spotty or
non-existent. Taking away
landlines in place of  more ex-
pensive cell phones just isn’t a
good solution from a practical
or economical standpoint for
many Kentuckians.
Many in our state need and

want only the basic telephone
service that used to be the stan-
dard for telephone companies.
It provides them a lifeline to the
outside world. 
Today telecommunication in-

dustries make their money in
different ways than the way it
used to be, when their main
mission was to provide the
landline services to as many as
possible. But as technology has
grown, the landline has be-
come more of  a bother to them.
It should be pointed out the

support for the measure wasn’t
just Hornback who, after all,
did sponsor the bill. It got a 9-1
all clear Tuesday from the Sen-
ate committee, with the only no
vote coming from Sen. Denise
Harper Angel, D-Louisville.
Thankfully, the bill didn’t

make it to the Senate floor on
Wednesday after House Speak-
er Greg Stumbo, D-Prestons-
burg, expressed concern about
it, rightly saying that cell serv-
ice doesn’t work in many parts
of  eastern Kentucky.
Stumbo’s reservations, and those

of others, deserve a full hearing.
We’re not trying to be prudes

about the advancement of  tech-
nology. As a matter of  fact,
we’re all for it. But at least until
cell service can be guaranteed
to all of  Kentucky, and at a rea-
sonable price, this bill should
never come close to moving on.

Teleprompters prompt
latest war of words
By REG HENRY
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

R
ick Santorum, the Re-
publican presidential
candidate whose recent
popularity is the best ev-

idence that much of America
has gone raving mad, is not just
against contraception. He also
wants to make that plague of
modern communications, the
teleprompter, illegal.
At the risk of bringing my own

sanity into question, and not for
the first time, I support him 100
percent on the banning of
teleprompters in the presidential
context.
Indeed, I would go further and

ban all female speakers from us-
ing teleprompters, thus combin-
ing the Republican war on
women with this new war on
teleprompters. If  these are com-
bined with the conservative war

on reality, that’s surely a win-
ning trifecta.
As for contraception, I am only

for banning it for old people, be-
cause politicians are always pan-
dering to seniors and we have to
draw the line somewhere. Be-
sides, as the old joke has it, the
best contraceptive for old people
is nudity — and that comes free.
My support of the Santorum

war on teleprompters is based on
the idea that the more politicians
speak off the cuff, the more star-
tling things they are apt to say —
and America’s columnists and
bloggers have to get their materi-
al somewhere. Readers with a
fine sense of irony will note that
Santorum is himself living proof
of this theory.
The other day, while running

his mouth with characteristic
friskiness, Santorum explained
his thinking, such as it is. “I’ve
always believed that when you
run for president of the United
States,” he said, “it should be ille-
gal to read off a teleprompter, be-
cause all you’re doing is reading
someone else’s words to people.”
The other reason I support a

ban is that the teleprompter has
made joke telling on the Republi-
can hustings much too easy. All a
candidate has to do to wring a
laugh out of a sullen audience is
to say the magic words “Obama”
and “teleprompter” and the
crowd collapses in hysterics.
“Stop it, stop it, you’re killing us”
is the cry from a thousand mirth-
filled voices.
This phenomenon has now af-

fected joke-telling off the cam-
paign trail. In country clubs and
boardrooms, a conservative will
ask his friends, “Say, did you
hear the one about the priest, the
rabbi and Obama?” and be met
with glum looks. Only when he
remembers the magic words “
and teleprompter” does the
group dissolve into riotous cack-
ling and backslapping. After
that, the punch line isn’t even
necessary.
It is possible Santorum was

himself making a little joke with
his war on teleprompters, but I
take him at his word, because
the difference between his jokes
and his serious remarks is not
visible to the naked eye — if  I
can dare to put naked in the

same sentence with his name
without him throwing up. (He
has a very delicate stomach.) So
call me jealous, but as soon as
presidentially related
teleprompting is ended normalcy
will return to this great republic
and speakers will once again
have to be humorous in the old-
fashioned way. And when Presi-
dent Santorum gives his State of
the Union address off  the cuff —
or off the sweater vest, in his
case — the laughter will drown
out all thoughts of deficits.
Again, readers of a curious

and ironic bent will be puzzled
by this obsessive fuss about Pres-
ident Barack Obama and
teleprompters, given that all
presidents of the last 50 years
have used teleprompters — Re-
publicans and Democrats alike.
Whether this president uses a
teleprompter more than others
did is a question best left to pro-
fessors of teleprompting studies,
but it’s not as if  this president
never speaks without a
teleprompter.
But his critics clearly see, as

most of us do not, that Obama
wants the government to take
over the teleprompter industry,
and this must be stopped at all
costs. Socialized teleprompting is
a grave threat to the nation, on a
par with everything else that
Obama does, just because he
does it.
After all, there’s nothing to

stop a president from using a
megaphone, microphone or
trombone to relay his own words.
But if  “reading someone else’s
words to people” is truly the
problem with teleprompters,
what would happen if  a presi-
dent were to read his own words?
Ah, there’s a question for the le-
gal scholars, not to mention the
teleprompting police.
What a sight Santorum makes

recklessly galloping through the
country without a thought in his
head; why, he’s a latter-day Paul
Revere shouting: “The
teleprompters are coming, the
teleprompters are coming.” He’s
a gallant sight indeed, even if  all
we see of him is the back of a
horse.

Reg Henry is a columnist for the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette. Email rhenry@post-
gazette.com.
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Gasoline costs
Obama will get credit

or blame for gas prices

T
here are many reasons
for high gasoline prices:
surging demand in
newly emerging indus-

trial powers like China and India;
Japan’s shift from nuclear to oil
for power generation following
the tsunami; unrest in oil produc-
ers Sudan and Yemen; Libya still
recovering from its civil war; un-
certainty about Iran; the expecta-
tion that the North Sea fields are
beginning to wind down; the in-
exorable workings of the law of
supply and demand. World de-
mand is expected to hit 90 million
barrels a day this year.
The president of  the United

States is not a factor in high gas
prices. Still, a new Washington
Post poll shows only 26 percent
of those surveyed approve of his
“handling” of gas prices, al-
though exactly how a president
is supposed to handle gasoline
prices is unclear.
Said Interior Secretary Ken

Salazar: “...(T)he oil prices and
the gas prices that we pay here in
the United States are set on the
global market. We don’t set them,
and we don’t control them. This
president and this Congress
can’t control those prices. ...”
President Barack Obama has

not been idle on the issue. The
drilling-rig count has doubled
since he took office. He has
opened new areas, including
Alaska’s Arctic coast, to drilling.

He has pushed hard for fuel-effi-
cient vehicles.
True, he temporarily nixed the

Keystone XL pipeline from
Canada to the Gulf Coast re-
fineries over unresolved environ-
mental concerns in Nebraska.
Those issues will be resolved and
the pipeline built, but its impact
on U.S. supply, and presumably
prices, is still several years off.
As of Tuesday, U.S. gas prices

were averaging $3.80 a gallon and
world prices for oil neared $107 a
barrel, and rising prices threaten
both the economic recovery and
Obama’s re-election chances.
With an improving economy

potentially depriving the Repub-
licans of their best issue, the
GOP presidential candidates are
hitting the White House hard on
high gas prices. 
Front-runner Mitt Romney

said Obama has gone “from ‘Yes,
we can’ to ‘It’s not my fault.’ This
is, in fact, his fault.” Newt Gin-
grich has promised $2.50 for gas
(one wag remarked he would
achieve that by selling gas by the
half-gallon.)
Events out of Obama’s control

may break his way, and gasoline
prices generally go down in the
fall, anyway. For now, Obama is
learning the lesson all presidents
learn and relearn: He takes the
credit and gets blame for develop-
ments largely out of his control.

Scripps Howard News

IN OTHER VIEWS
Better before
iPhone world
What a horrible self-serving

bulldozer being run over folks by
big corporate America. I am
speaking of the “Guest Colum-
nist” Mary Pat Regan, AT&T
President’s lament that tele-
phone companies need even
more deregulation to keep up
with the new technologies. Not
true of course. 
New technologies are ram-

pant. While cell phones sellers
are as ubiquitous as used car lots
and mobile home dealers in
pushing their $100 per month su-
per phones to the young and
gullible, folks in Hitchins and
Willard and throughout rural
Kentucky have no signal from
AT&T or others of the pack of
cell phones companies seeking
entry into the purses and wallets
of everyone, even those with no
signal or only sometimes a sig-
nal that drops midway through a
conversation.
Kentucky Senate Bill 135

would allow AT&T, Windstream
and Cincinnati Bell by next sum-
mer to drop telephone service to
anyone in their regulated (read
monopoly) area of the state
found not sufficiently profitable
to satisfy their insatiable desires
for bigger and better profits.
Low income Kentuckians, of

whom we have an abundance,
would have no assurance under
Senate Bill 135 they would have
access to essential low cost land-
line service. Basic standalone
telephone service needs to be re-
quired by our lawmakers wher-
ever we live in Kentucky.
This is just another instance of

big corporations wanting less
and less regulations which at
best leads to higher consumer
costs and lower consumer pro-
tection. May I suggest Kentucky
and America in many ways had
better telephone service twenty
years ago before we lived in an
iPhone world.

Robert L. Caummisar
Grayson


