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By GAYLE FRITZ

Students from five area
high schools participated
in the annual SkillsUSA
Kentucky competitions
March 9 at Ashland Com-
munity and Technical Col-
lege.
The 122 participants

came from ACTC; the Boyd
County High School Ca-
reer and Technical Center;
the Carter County High
School Career and Techni-
cal Center; Elliott County
High School; the Greenup
County High School Area
Technical Center; and the
Russell High School Area
Technical Center.
Lawrence County High

School was unable to par-
ticipate this year because
of the ongoing tornado
cleanup.
SkillsUSA Kentucky, a

chapter of the national
SkillsUSA organization,
serves high school and
community and technical
college students in trade,
industrial and technical
fields.
“Skills USA enhances

student awareness of the
value of their technical
skills,” said Gary Calhoun,
a drafting instructor at the
Greenup center. “Students
have the opportunity to de-
velop the soft skills that
employees want, such as
teamwork, goal setting and
time management, and
they can become involved
with community activities.
“Most employers in the

area want employees with
at least two years of post-
secondary education in
drafting, and we encourage
them to go on to college,”
Calhoun said.
“In drafting, for exam-

ple, we expose drafting stu-
dents to both construction
drawing and mechanical
drawing so that they are
ready to go on and concen-
trate on either option in
college,” Calhoun said,
The other Greenup Skill-

sUSA instructors were
Julius Blair in welding
technology, Randy Steele
in auto technology and
Clay Couch in electrical
technology. 
“SkillsUSA gives us the

opportunity to be involved
in a club activity, develop
leadership skills and make
friends,” said Greg Well-
man, Greenup’s SkillsUSA
club president. He was in
the Governor’s Scholar
Program and says Skill-
sUSA helped him get there. 
Like many area high

schools in technical pro-
grams, Wellman has taken
dual credit classes with
ACTC to help him get a
head start on college. He is
an Eagle Scout with Troop
98 of South Shore and a
volunteer firefighter in
Maloneton.
A senior who has partici-

pated in both welding and
drafting competitions,
Wellman plans to transfer
to Western Kentucky Uni-
versity and study construc-
tion management. 
“SkillsUSA helped me

find out what I wanted to
do for a career,” he said. 
SkillsUSA Kentucky is a

partnership of students,
teachers and industry rep-
resentatives working to-
gether to encourage stu-
dents to excel in career and
technical programs.
“We help students devel-

op soft skills they don’t get
exposed to in the tradition-
al classroom, and those
skills help build their self-
confidence,” said Shawn
Parsons, a SkillsUSA advis-
er and drafting instructor
at Russell High School. 
“With SkillsUSA, stu-

dents can network not only
with their peers in other
schools but also with
judges who are from the
community,” Parsons said.
“They also can tour the col-
lege and learn more about
the programs available to
them after graduation. “
“The most important

thing I’ve learned is how to
have healthy competition
with others and being able
to show off my skills,” said
Shane Day, a Russell soph-
omore in drafting. He plans
to continue in SkillsUSA,
and he’s taking dual credit
courses to help him in his
future plans to join the Air
Force in an engineering or
design field.
The competitions are a

teamwork effort between
the schools in the Skill-
sUSA Northeast Region-
District 10 and ACTC. The
winners will compete at
the state level later this
spring.

Secondary
leadership contests
Poster: First, Katelyn

Potter, Greenup.
Debate: First, Savannah

Lewis and Julia Duncan,
Carter.
Job interview: First,

Adam Bus, Elliott; second,
Jonathan Hoffman, Rus-
sell; third, Brady Miller, El-
liott.
Job skills demonstration

(A): First, Zack Waugh,
Russell; second, Kristie
Dean, Carter; third, Kait-
lyn Savage, Carter.
Job skills demonstration

(O): First, Amber Conley,
Russell; second, Richard
White, Russell.
Skills USA Quiz Bowl:

First, Kansas Cox, Bran-
don Carey, Cody Fannin,
Emmee Wolford and Ma-
son Virgin, Carter; second,
Kenneth Potter, Brad Belt,
Cody Anderson, Jayme
Sparks and Holly Rhoden,

Greenup; third, Patricia
McBrayer, Jessie Conn,
Kyle Lee, Jaymi Porter and
Brent Stegall, Carter.
Opening and closing cer-

emonies: First, Emily Bak-
er, Vivian Littleton, Bren-
non Bush, Shannon Cole-
man, Emanuel Picazo, Tan-
ner Tackett and Jacob
Waddell, Carter.
Welding sculpture, all

from Carter: First, Greg
Wellman; second, Alex
Nunley; third, Cody Bran-
ham.

Secondary skills
contests
Architectural drafting

(CADD): First, Kenneth
Potter, Greenup; second,
Cody Anderson, Greenup;
third, Heath Baker, Boyd.
Architectural drafting

(board): First, Courtlyn
Garvin, Carter; second,
Tanner Tackett, Carter;
third, Mike Evans, Boyd.
Technical drafting

(CADD): First, Kansas Cox,
Carter; second, Bradley
Belt, Greenup; third, Mary
Crum, Carter.
Technical drafting

(board): First, Emily Baker,
Carter; second, Justin
Reeder, Boyd; third, Shane
Day, Russell.
Auto service technology,

all from Greenup: First,
Brandon Wilbur; second,
Jared Liles; third, Anthony
Lawhun.
Construction carpentry,

all from Carter: First, Cole
Jones; second, Blake Flan-
nery; third, Calen Wallin.
Intro to Construction-

Carpentry I, both from
Carter: First, Josh Mullins;
second, Tyler Silvey.
Computer maintenance

technology, all from
Carter: First, Colt Swint;
second, Cody Hamm; third,
Justin Steele.
Technical computer ap-

plications, both from
Carter: First, Sean Gillum;
second, Brennon Bush.
Telecommunications ca-

bling, both from Carter:
First,Tyler Stewart; sec-
ond, Ashley Kouns.
Internetworking, both

from Carter: First, Emanu-
al Picazo; second, Julia
Duncan.
Electrical construction

wiring: First, Jordan Fin-
frock, Russell; second, Cole
Redmond, Greenup; third-
Jace Kibbey, Russell.
Welding: First, Donovon

Hayden, Greenup; second,
Drew Jones, Carter; third,
Zach Salyers, Carter.
Web design, all from

Carter: First, Dalton Riffe
and Kelley Litteral; second,
Brent Steagall and Patricia
McBrayer; third, Latasha
Butler.
Mobile robotics (MRT),

all from Carter: First, Josh
Fields and John Johnson;
second, Brandon Carey
and Cody Fannin; third, Vi-
vian Littleton and Kristen

Kinney.
3-D visualization and an-

imation (VA), all from
Carter: First, Rachel Crum
and Shannon Lykins; sec-
ond, Dakota Tackett and
Jacob Waddell; third, Ker-
rington Jarvis.

Post-secondary
contests
ACTC student winners

in SkillsUSA are listed be-
low with their city of resi-
dence.
Auto service technology,

all from Ashland: First, Al-
fred J. Moats Jr.; second,
Steven M. Porter; third,
James Tyler Sparks.
Diesel technology: First,

Brandon M. Miller,
Greenup; second, Travis
Pertuset, Lucasville; third,
Christopher Savage, Garri-
son.

Retirement Planning
Today™
A course to help people

achieve their retirement
lifestyle goals will be from
6 to 9 p.m. Thursday and
March 29 at the College
Drive Campus.
Participants will learn

how to determine savings,
manage investments, save
money on taxes, select in-
surance coverage and in-
vest in or take money out
of a company retirement
plan.
The $55 fee includes a

textbook, and couples may
attend for a single registra-
tion fee. Enroll through
ACTC Lifelong Learning at
(606) 326-2072 or email
as_LLL@kctcs.edu.

Businesses invited
to job fair
Area businesses and or-

ganizations are invited to
participate in the Tri-State
Career and Job Fair from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 13 at
the Kyova Mall.
Cosponsors are ACTC,

the Department of Em-
ployment and Training,
the Southwestern Commu-
nity Action Council, TEN-
CO One-Stop Career Cen-
ters and the Kyova Mall.
There is no charge for em-

ployers to participate. For
more information or to re-
serve a space, call Nancy
Menshouse, ACTC Career &
Job Placement coordinator,
at (606) 326-2199 or email nan-
cy.menshouse@kctcs.edu.

Blood drive Tuesday
A blood drive will be from

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday on
the College Drive Campus.
Walk-ins are welcome but
appointments will be taken
first. For an appointment,
call Rae Ann Caldwell at
(606) 326-2094 or email
rae.caldwell@kctcs.edu.

GAYLE FRITZ is a coordinator
for Ashland Community and
Technical College.

ACTC hosts SkillsUSA contests
ACTC

Deep Down Popular
By Phoebe Stone

Rachel England
Verity Middle School

Grade eight
Billie Menshouse, teacher

“Had I known that leg brace would be for me a new
kind of gateway, a door to a whole new changeable
world.” That’s a quote from the book where there is ro-
mance, regret and sadness.
The protagonist Jesse Lou is in love with a boy named

Conrad Parker. But there is a conflict, Conrad is a very
popular until a dramatic limp changed his popularity. He
had to get a shiny metal leg brace, which made his soccer
future, go down hill. But for Jesse Lou this was amazing
because Conrad lost his popularity and started hanging
out with Jesse Lou and Quinton. Jesse Lou is asked to
walk Conrad home with his bike, while doing this, he
throws his bike into the river. Jesse Lou has to go in the
water to get it. Beside the river, there is an old abandoned
house where Jesse Lou writes poetry and later they find
out who actually lives there. The setting for this book is
in Cabbash County. That’s where the climax starts.
Melinda, Jesse Lou’s sister, is in a beauty pageant and
they go get her a dress and shoes.
Later there is a sausage festival and all three friends go.

Bailey’s Hardware is competing with the new malls’s
hardware store. Conrad and Jesse Lou see one of the
brothers working on an old airplane. They figure out it
belongs to the Baileys Brothers and hide under the bed
because one of the brothers came home.
On the way to the pageant, where Melinda is wearing a

pink dress and pink silk slippers, they get stuck in the ris-
ing water and get a ride from a man driving by. Melinda
gets cleaned up in the bathroom but does not win.
When it’s time the for school dance, Conrad is having

surgery but heals just in time to show up at Jesse Lou’s
house to ask her to the dance. She throws on one of her
sister’s old dresses and goes. The day the mall opens, the
friends figure out the airplane was for the Bailey Broth-
ers to hang a big banner saying come to Baileys Hard-
ware.

t

Riding the Flume
By Patricia Curtis Pfitsch

Cassidy
Grade five

Russell McDowell Intermediate School
Ms. Hatfield, teacher

It is all the mystery after another mystery. The main
character, Francie has a sister, Carrie who died in an acci-
dent in the mountains. Francie gets clues and more clues
from her sister that are very shocking. Francie goes on
these adventure to try and find out more about her sister.
There are no bad points. This book is my favorite book

of all times. 
t

The Melting of Maggie Bean
By Tricia Rayburn

Makala Buck
Grade eight

Verity Middle School
Billie Menshouse, teacher

It is about a girl who is overweight and has low self
confidence due to being overweight. Maggie experiences
hard times, she is made fun of and is dealing with the ar-
guments between her parents about money problems.
She is also trying to find a way to impress this boy she

is “head over heels for” named Peter Appleseed. Towards
the end of the book, we see how that works out. Even
though all these things would stress out somebody, Mag-
gie deals with it and has enough determination to help
these problems go away. 

t

Air Raid Pearl Harbor
By Theodore Taylor

David Malone
Grade eight

Verity Middle School
Billie Menshouse, teacher

This is based on a true story. On Dec. 7, 1941 in the
Hawaiian Islands the air was full of Japanese planes
dropping bombs. America does get revenge on the Japan-
ese in the end.
A Japanese spy was in Pearl Harbor to see which boats,

ships, and aircraft carriers came and left each day. He re-
alized the best attack would be on Dec. 7, 1941. Japan, the
antagonist and Germany were going to teem up and take
out America, the protagonist. The Japanese took sub-
marines and put them near Pearl Harbor along with air-
craft carriers is the rising action. The climax was when
they attacked Pearl Harbor with over 300 planes. the next
day, President Roosevelt declared war on the Japanese.
The mood of this story is war and historical nonfiction. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE:
(888) 373-7888

Ward Klein, son of  Dr.
Roger and Julie Klein of
Ashland, has been named
to the first semester Honor
Roll at Mc-
Callie
School in
Chat-
tanooga,
Tenn.
To quali-

fy, a student
must earn
at least an
overall B-plus average with
no grade lower than a B mi-
nus.
He is a former student at

Holy Family Elementary
School and was selected for
the Faculty Recognition
List as an acknowledge-

ment of  his academic ef-
forts during the semester.
McCallie is a college

preparatory school for boys. 
t

Kathleen V. Ferry and
Addie Ferry, daughters of
Carole Ferry of  Ashland,
have received academic
honors.
Kathleen was named a

President’s Scholar at West-
ern Kentucky University in
Bowling Green for the fall
semester. To be named, a
student must achieve a
grade-point average of  3.8
or better.
Addie was named a

Dean’s Scholar for the fall
semester at the University

of  Louisville by earning a
4.0 GPA.

t

West Hunter, son of
David and Beth West of
Ironville, was selected as
Greenup County’s winner
in the 2011-12 Grandparent
of  the Year essay contest
sponsored by AARP Ken-
tucky and the Kentucky Re-
tired Teachers Association.
He is a fifth-grader at

Worthington Elementary
School.
He was among thou-

sands of  Kentucky fifth-
graders who participated in
the contest by answering
why “My Grandparent
Should Be the AARP Ken-

tucky Grandparent of  the
Year.” His essay was select-
ed by his school and that es-
say was in competition with
all fifth-grade winners in
Greenup County and select-
ed as the county’s winning
essay. 
His essay will be submit-

ted to the district competi-
tion and that winner will be
in competition for the state
winning essay. That stu-
dent winner will be hon-
ored at the annual KRTA
convention in Louisville on
April 24. The state winner
receives a $100 savings
bond. 

HONORS

KLEIN

FRANKFORT (AP) Portraits
of  three Kentucky women
are being added to an exhib-
it at the Capitol.
Willa Beatrice Brown,

Crit Luallen and Joan
Riehm were inducted into

the Kentucky Women Re-
membered exhibit on Tues-
day. Gov. Steve Beshear
took part in a ceremony
along with the Kentucky
Commission on Women,
which oversees the exhibit.

Brown and Riehm were
given the honor posthu-
mously. Beshear’s office
said Brown, of  Barren
County, was the first
African-American woman
to be licensed to fly in the

United States, and Riehm
was the first female deputy
mayor of Louisville. Luallen
worked for six Kentucky gov-
ernors and completed her
second term as Kentucky
state auditor earlier this year.

3 added to Kentucky Women exhibit at Capitol

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS (AP)
People wanting to learn
more about northern Ken-
tucky history had a chance
on Saturday when North-
ern Kentucky University
hosted the 19th annual

Northern Kentucky Re-
gional History Day.
Regents Professor

James Ramage gave a
keynote address about the
defense of  the region dur-
ing the Civil War. After

that, two 45-minute work-
shop sessions on a variety
of  topics were offered in
rooms throughout the Stu-
dent Union.
Topics included Ken-

tucky in the War of  1812,

the musical roots of  fron-
tier Kentucky, the Beverly
Hills Supper Club fire, on-
line genealogy research
and Irish immigration to
northern Kentucky.

Northern Kentucky history presented in program at university


