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W
est Virginia
recently insti-
tuted some
stiff  require-

ments for residents re-
newing their driver’s li-
censes.
You don’t just fill out a

short paper and take your
current driver’s license to
the Department of Motor
Vehicles, pay a fee and get
your renewed license.
The state adopted feder-

ally recommended guide-
lines meant to reduce the
possibility of potential ter-
rorists getting in-state iden-
tification.
Four pieces of paperwork

are required, along with
your old license.
You must show proof of

Social Secu-
rity¸which
would be
your origi-
nal Social
Security
card, a W-2
or a Social
Security
benefit
form.
You also

must show
proof of
identity,

which would be a birth cer-
tificate, an unexpired U.S.
passport or an unexpired
Department of Homeland
Security document.
If  you’ve had a change of

name, you must show
proof; for instance, if  you
got married, you have to
show your marriage li-
cense.
You must show two

proofs of residency. There
are two lists of documents
and you must choose one
from each. The lists include
West Virginia utility bills
not more than 60 days old,
tax records that show
street address, West Vir-
ginia mortgage documents,
West Virginia weapons per-
mits, West Virginia Home-
stead Tax exemption, col-
lege admissions letter with
the letterhead of the school
that states you’re an in-
state student. The lists go
on but you get the idea.
Unfortunately for me,

this was the year my li-
cense was due for renewal. 
Over the last two

months, I gathered my pa-
perwork and stored it in a
designated envelope. I or-
dered a birth certificate. By
some miracle, I had kept
track of my Social Security
card and my marriage li-
cense.
I had two utility bill re-

ceipts and, just in case, I had
my voter’s registration card
and property tax receipt.
I was nervous.
On a good day, going to

the DMV is a pain, notorious
for long waits and odd glitch-
es. With these new hoops to
jump through and meticu-
lous paperwork require-
ments, I expected trouble.
I got there just 30 min-

utes after the office opened
and already the line just to
get a number to be waited
on was out the door.

New
driver’s
license
procedure
like 50
miles of
bad road
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Hands-on help
Empty Bowls project involves varied groups while 

supporting Community Kitchen’s effort to feed the needy
By LEE WARD
The Independent

ASHLAND The World Health Or-
ganization estimates a third of the
world is well fed, a third of  the
world is under fed and a third of
the world is starving.
In the Tri-State, Community

Kitchen is one of the organizations
trying to make a difference. 
With the help of  ceramics stu-

dents from Morehead State Univer-
sity and support from the public,
an upcoming event the organiza-
tion has planned is expected to give
them a boost.
Empty Bowls is a luncheon, set

for March 28, to benefit the kitchen.
Participants order tickets, which
are $15 each, by Wednesday.
A soup lunch with bread and a

drink will be served. 
Each diner will receive soup in a

unique, handcrafted bowl made by
ceramics students at Morehead
State University.
Alfreda Moore, executive direc-

tor of  Community Kitchen, said
ticket sales will be limited to 300 so
as to have enough bowls to go
around.
She said she’s excited to have the

luncheon to give visitors the
chance to see the facility.
“This will be the first time we’ve

had a fundraiser in the new facili-
ty,” Moore said. “We’re looking for-
ward to it.”
Local restaurants are participat-

ing by donating soup and bread.
“Their giving spirit has come to

the fore in this national time of eco-
nomic need and displayed a spirit

of  giving which is heartwarming
and encouraging,” Moore said.

The project has drawn together
students, faculty, staff and commu-
nity on the campus of  Morehead
State University.
Seth Greene, assistant professor

of  art in ceramics and adviser to
the MSU Ceramics Guild, said his
students are making some of  the
300 handmade bowls which will be
used in Empty Bowls.
Greene said his department has

had two events, called bowl-a-
thons, which opened studios to stu-
dents and to the public to con-
tribute bowls to the event.

“The Center for Regional En-
gagement on campus has been a
huge support for this project,” he
said, noting the office donated
money for materials to make the
bowls as well as for food at the
event.
Greene said the ceramics profes-

sor who taught at MSU before him
had been involved, so when he was
asked to be involved, too, he was
glad to join the effort.  The students
were, too. 

Childhood hunger in
America
Nearly one in five children in

America can’t count on having
enough to eat. Their bodies may not
be rail thin, nor their bellies bloated
like their counterparts in other
countries, but they’re at risk of
hunger all the same. They lack the
energy to learn, grow and thrive. Al-
so:
�More than 16 million children

in America are at risk of hunger.
That’s more than 1 in 5.
�15.7 million children in America

live in poverty.
�18.6 million children benefit

from SNAP (food stamps).
�More than 20 million children

get a free or reduced-price school
lunch on an average school day.
�Only 10.5 million children get a

free or reduced-price school break-
fast on an average school day.
�Six out of seven children who

qualify for a free or reduced-price
school lunch do not currently ac-
cess free summer meals.

SOURCES: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture;
U.S. Census Bureau; Food Research and

Action Center. 

For more information about help-
ing fight hunger, visit:
�ampleharvest.org
�feedingamerica.org
�bread.org

Empty Bowls, a luncheon to aid Community Kitchen, will be at
11:30 a.m. March 28 at Community Kitchen at 2516 Carter Ave.
For a donation of $15, participants will receive a handmade ce-
ramic bowl, soup, rolls and a drink. Proceeds will benefit Com-
munity Kitchen. Tickets will be available through Wednesday
21. Those who can’t attend the event may still make a donation
and and receive a bowl. For more information, call (606) 325-
8144.
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Morehead State University students participate in the Empty Bowls
fundraiser in Mount Sterling.


