
ASHLAND For better or
worse, our lives today are
impacted by the technology
of the 21st century. 
Faith is often formed

through Google searches
and Twitter debates. Fami-
lies stay connected through
Facebook and Skype. Chil-
dren communicate better
through texting than face-to-
face conversation. 
In the midst of  it all, the

world is faced with the chal-
lenge of  protecting our
loved ones and ourselves
from the dangers of  Inter-
net predators and identity
thieves.
“Social Media is how we

communicate. I remember
my grandmother refusing to
get a telephone and worry-
ing about the negative im-
pact of  interrupted suppers
and a decline in neighbors
visiting on the front porch,”
said the Rev. Ike Nicholson,
Senior Minister of  First
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ). “Social Media for
our congregation started
out as a luxury, an added
perk in an overall outreach
effort. Now, a website and a
Facebook page are essential.
Not only have most of  our
newest members first visited
us online or on Facebook,
but it has become the pri-
mary way we communicate
with our youth, young
adults and even our leader-

ship teams.”
With the prolific presence

of social media and the ease
in which it can be accessed,
safety becomes an issue of
paramount concern.  All
people, not just people of
faith, are interested in ways
they can protect their fami-
lies and still benefit from so-
cial media. 
“This is why I am so excit-

ed about this program spon-
sored by our Disciples
Women’s Ministries,” said
Margaret Ruth, president of
the organization.
On Tuesday at 6 p.m. the

Disciples Women's Min-
istries of the First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
will host a potluck dinner
and program called, Faith
and Family in a Facebook
World. Professor Scott Sharp
of Ohio University, a former
Special Agent with the U.S.
Army Criminal Investiga-
tion Command and instruc-
tor with the U.S. Justice De-
partment, will be speaking. 
Sharp retired from active

duty after 22 years of service
as a Special Agent with the
United States Army Crimi-
nal Investigation Command,
commonly referred to as
“CID.”
As a Special Agent, he in-

vestigated a wide variety of
felony crimes across the
globe, which included terror-
ism, rape, murder, contract

fraud and computer crimes.
His last assignment was at
Fort Leonard Wood where
he taught covert operations
for the military and the U.S.

Justice Department.
He has earned two Master

of  Arts Degrees from Web-
ster University, St. Louis, in
Management and Organiza-

tional and Business Security
Management and a Master
of  Science Degree from St
Joseph University, Philadel-
phia, in Organizational Psy-

chology and Training Devel-
opment.
For more information, call

the church’s office at (606)
324-5335.
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Church to host conversation on faith and family

WEST LIBERTY (AP) A photo
blown 134 miles from a West
Liberty home has been re-
turned to the family.
Melissa Rose told WYMT-

TV that she took cover un-
der a basement pool table
when a tornado hit the town
on March 2.
Her home was totally de-

stroyed, but a photo of  her
niece and nephew that had
been in her living room
miraculously survived. 
It was found face-down in

a yard in Sissonville, W. Va.,
by Rod Jones.
Jones contacted the pho-

tographer whose name was
on the back of  the picture,
Linda Donahue, owner of
Riverside Photography Stu-
dio in Salt Lick.
Donahue remembered

taking the picture back in
2005 but couldn’t remember
who was in it.
“Finally, I just stuck it on

my Riverside Facebook page

and said, ‘Does anyone
know who this is?”’ Don-
ahue said.
Within minutes she re-

ceived responses telling her
the people in the picture
were Jessica and Josh Clark
from Menifee County.
“It just shocks me that it’s

still together and you can ac-
tually still make us out,”
Jessica Clark said.
She said the photo of  her

and her brother was taken
as a Christmas gift for fami-
ly members.
“I do remember that day,”

Josh Clark said. “I wasn’t
too excited about wearing a
sweater. But I’m glad we
ended up taking the picture
now.”
The siblings’ aunt said the

people who found the photo
and tracked down its origins
can’t know how much it
means to her.
“It survived a lot and we

will survive too,” Rose said. 

Photo found
134 miles from
West Liberty 
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West Liberty is shown after the tornado on March 5.


