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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A12

Hands-on
helping

‰Empty Bowls
project helps feed

the hungry.
Lifestyles, C1

INSIDE 
TODAY

Hungry?
‰Get an inside

look at the upcom-
ing movie “The
Hunger Games.”
Parade Magazine

UK Women
winning
‰Kentucky
women beat 

McNeese State in
NCAA tourney.
Sports, B6

SWEET SIXTEEN
Wildcats will get a shot 

at revenge against Indiana.

SPORTS / B1

Save some green
with Sunday

coupons!

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND Two dozen hopefuls
turned out Saturday to audition for
a shot at stardom via the County
Music Highway.
The “Road to Fame,” a competi-

tion aimed at capitalizing on and
promoting the rich musical heritage
of areas along U.S. 23 in Kentucky,
held the third of four rounds of try-
outs at the Paramount Arts Center.
Previous auditions were held in

Pikeville and Prestonsburg. The fi-
nal one is scheduled to take place to-
day at Paintsville’s historic SIPP
Theater. Twenty contestants from
each audition site will advance to
the next round, said Bernard Porter,
president and founder of  PCG
Nashville, one of the judges for the
competition.
Contestants tried out “American

Idol” style, singing a capella for the
three-member judging panel behind
closed doors. Subsequent rounds
will winnow down the 80 contest-
ants to 12 finalists. Those 12 will vie
for the grand prizes — a scholarship
for a career-development course at
PCG, valued at $25,000 and other ca-
reer-related benefits. Each of the 12
finalists will also receive an acoustic
guitar from Gibson, one of the spon-
sors of the contest.
The winner also will spend a

week at the Nashville home of leg-
endary country singer-songwriter
and Carter County native Tom T.
Hall, whom Porter said has been a
major supporter of the competition.
At the end of  that week, Hall and
the winner will record a song to-
gether, he said.
The finals of the competition will

be held June 16 at the Mountain
Arts Center in Prestonsburg.
Participants in the contest are be-

tween the ages of 15 and 35 and from
either one of the counties along the
Country Music Highway, or the
counties contiguous to those. 
According to Porter, the goal of

the competition is not just to tap the
vein of  talent that runs along the
Country Music Highway, but to pro-
vide exposure for the region “not
just in Nashville, but nationwide.”
That in turn could help the area be-
come more of a tourist destination,
he said.
Porter, whose experiences includ-

ing managing Little Richard, Jerry
Lee Lewis and others, said he be-
lieved the seeds for the musical her-
itage that would birth such stars as
Loretta Lynn, Crystal Gayle, Billy
Ray Cyrus, Dwight Yoakam, Patty
Loveless and Ricky Skaggs were
sown hundreds of  years ago when
the first Scottish and Irish settlers

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLANDArea students are not
eating beef  with so-called “pink
slime” in it, according to school offi-
cials.
The Kentucky Department of

Agriculture would have sent notifi-

cations if  the schools were getting
any ground beef products contain-
ing the unsavory-sounding additive,
they said.
The agriculture department

emailed school districts that it was
investigating beef products used in
school lunch programs and would
notify districts if  any of  their beef

was affected, said Dennis Chambers,
who is food service director in the
Russell district.
His district has received no notifi-

cation, which means the additive is-
n’t in beef  being served to Russell
students. “We probably wouldn’t
want to utilize it anyway,” Cham-
bers said.
Ashland schools also don’t have

slime-treated beef, according to pro-
gram assistant Laura Pullem.
Neither do Greenup schools, “nor

will we accept any of it coming into

the district,” said Greenup food
service director Scott Burchett.
“We’re not going to do anything that
puts students in jeopardy.”
The jeopardy issue is up for de-

bate; beef producers and federal reg-
ulators say it is safe. The additive is
made of trimmings processed to re-
move fat and treated with ammoni-
um hydroxide to kill bacteria, in-
cluding e coli.
The name, coined by a food scien-

Local students not eating ‘pink slime’
Additive is proportedly safe,
but the idea leaves a bad taste

Hopefuls
audition
for spot
on ‘Road
to Fame’

all aboard!
By KENNETH HART
The Independent

GREENBO LAKE In what
has become an annual rit-
ual marking the transi-
tion from winter to
spring, hundreds of train
buffs gathered at Green-
bo Lake State Resort
Park Saturday for a show
celebrating all things rail-
road.
This year’s edition of

the Collis P. Huntington
Railroad Historical Soci-
ety’s Tri-State Model
Railroad Show was the
group’s 29th, and it had
all the elements that have
made it such a long-run-
ning success.
“Twenty-nine years

and we’re still packing
them in,” show coordina-
tor Dale Smith said.
Asked what he consid-

ered the key to the event’s
longevity, Smith had a
simple answer.
“It’s a good, clean

show,” he said. “There’s
something here for the
entire family.”
Smith said attendance

at this year’s show was
actually “just a tad off”
compared to past ones.
He attributed that to sev-
eral factors, among them
the fact on of  the roads
leading to the park had
been closed the previous
week. The weather also
was somewhat question-
able, with overcast skies
that threatened rain most
of  the day, even though
the showers never mate-

Show draws
railroad buffs 
to Greenbo
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Don Saager makes adjustments to a Pacific coal-fired steam engine during the Collis P. Huntington Railroad
Historical Society’s Tri-State Model Railroad Show at Greenbo Lake State Resport Park on Saturday.

Sarah Bayne lifts Samuel Smolder, both from Lexington, so he can get a better look
at the model trains. See FAME / Page A10See TRAINS / Page A10

See SLIME / Page A10


