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Hospice care has been around in an or-
ganized way since at least the late 1960’s, 
though the concept dates all the way back to 
the fourth century.  In spite of its long history, 
though, many myths about hospice exist. 

MYTH: Choosing hospice means giving up.
FACT:  On average, hospice patients live lon-
ger than those who do not choose hospice.  
A recent study confirmed what many in the 
hospice community have known for de-
cades: hospice care, with its focus on pain 
and symptom management and care for the 
entire family, not only increases quality of 
life, but also tends to lengthen it.  In a land-
mark study published in the Journal of Pain 
and Symptom Management, hospice pa-
tients lived an average of one month longer 
than patients who did not receive hospice 
care.
MYTH:  I have to give up my doctor if I 
choose hospice.
FACT:   Patients keep all current doctors, if 
they choose. Hospice coordinates care with 
your current physicians.
Hospice staff work directly with patients’ 
doctors to coordinate care. In fact, most 
orders for medications and other interven-
tions will come from the patient’s existing 
doctors. 
MYTH:  I can’t afford hospice care.
FACT:  Hospice Care Plus provides care re-

gardless of ability to pay.
Care for most hospice patients is covered 
in part by Medicare, Medicaid and private 
insurance.  Even when patients come to 
hospice without these benefits or coverage, 
Hospice always provides their care regard-
less of ability to pay. 
MYTH:  Only a doctor can refer a patient to 
hospice.
FACT:  Anyone can make a hospice referral.
Anyone—a patient, a caregiver, another 
family member—can make a referral to 
hospice.  All it takes is a simple phone call 
to Hospice Care Plus at 859-986-1500.  It 
is true that a doctor’s order is required to 
begin hospice care, but Hospice Care Plus 
nurses can work with the doctor to obtain 
the order.
MYTH:  Hospice only provides care in pa-
tients’ homes.
FACT:  Hospice care can be provided any-
where.
Hospice is a very specific kind of medi-
cal care that can be delivered in a variety 
of settings.  Many choose to receive hos-
pice at home because, in study after study, 
it is clear that Americans prefer to remain 
at home as long as possible when they are 
ill.  However, hospice also provides care 
to patients in nursing homes, assisted liv-
ing facilities and in the Hospice Care Plus 
Compassionate Care Center. 
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