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enforcement officials in
which the Amish refused to
put reflective orange safe-
ty triangles on their bug-
gies, saying the symbols vi-
olate their religious be-
liefs. The legislature
passed Senate Bill 75,
which lets them use white
or silver reflective tape.

Redistricting — The
General Assembly passed
bills drawing new congres-
sional and state legislative
districts, but this can only
be considered a partial suc-
cess.

That’s because the Ken-
tucky Supreme Court
struck down the state plan
as unconstitutional. So,
while Kentucky’s congres-
sional races will be run in
new districts based on the
2010 U.S. census, the state
House and Senate races
will be run in old districts
based on the 2000 census.

That also means legisla-
tors will be back next year
or in a special session later
this year to try to pass a
constitutional redistricting
plan.

House Bill 1, which in-
cluded the state House and
Senate redistricting plans,
also included the state Su-
preme Court redistricting
plan, which was also struck
down.

Pseudoephedrine —
One of the legislature’s
most lobbied bills ever, a
measure to limit the
amount of pseudoephe-
drine someone can buy
without a prescription, re-
ceived final passage Fri-
day.

Pseudoephedrine,
which is found in such com-
mon cold and allergy medi-
cations as Sudafed and
Claritin D, also is a key in-
gredient in making meth-
amphetamine.

Proponents of SB 3
wanted to prohibit the sale
of pseudoephedrine with-
out a prescription but
agreed to amend the bill to
allow people to purchase
limited amounts before a
prescription is required.

Dental insurance —
The legislature slipped
through a one-paragraph
amendment to a bill in the
final days of the session
that could raise the price of
your dental and vision in-
surance or increase your
out-of-pocket expenses for

dental or vision care.
The provision in HB 497

prohibits insurance plans
from requiring providers
to offer services that are
not covered under the plan
at a discount. Dentists and
optometrists say the legis-
lation will force insurance
companies to treat them
fairly.

Coal county scholar-
ships — Although an at-
tempt to add the University
of Pikeville to the state’s
college and university sys-
tem failed, supporters
were able to craft a com-
promise that uses money
from a multicounty coal
severance tax fund to pay
for scholarships.

Students from coal
counties in both Eastern
and Western Kentucky can
tap the funds to attend col-
leges and universities in
those coal-producing coun-
ties. The idea behind the
fund is to stop brain-drain
from those counties by
keeping bright, college-
educated young people at
home. The scholarship pro-
gram was approved as part
of the executive branch
budget.

Tornado relief — Last-
minute maneuvering al-
lowed the legislature to
pass a bill to help people af-
fected by the Feb. 29 and
March 2 tornadoes.

The bill would allow res-
idents of counties declared
federal disaster areas to re-
coup the sales taxes on pur-
chases of supplies used to
rebuild or replace what
was lost in the storms.

HB 255 also allows
school districts that lost
time in class because of the
storms to not make up 10
days, and it allows them to
count their attendance
from last year for the pur-

pose of obtaining state
money that is tied to aver-
age daily attendance.

Unemployment — The
House and Senate came to
terms on legislation to be-
gin paying back a nearly
$1 billion federal loan to
pay for unemployment
payments.

HB 495 would set up a
plan for the state to borrow
$79 million over three
years to pay the interest on
$948 million in loans the
state has had to take to pay
unemployment benefits.

Beginning in 2014, the
state would institute a sur-
charge on businesses to
pay for the loan. The Ken-
tucky Chamber of Com-
merce backed that ap-
proach.

Some bills that failed
Casino gambling — It

went nowhere despite Be-
shear working closely with
Republican Sen. Damon
Thayer of Georgetown to
craft a constitutional
amendment that would al-
low a limited number of ca-
sinos at racetracks and
stand-alone locations.

Proponents of SB 151
could never strike the right
balance between creating a
revenue stream for the
state and protecting the
horse industry, which is un-
der pressure from other
states that use casino reve-
nue to boost breeder
awards and purses.

It is the fourth session,
if you include a special leg-
islative session, in which
Beshear couldn’t win pas-
sage of legislation to allow
expanded gambling.

Tax reform — The legis-
lature didn’t even try to
take up tax reform, which
Beshear called for during
his State of the Common-

wealth speech. But instead
of asking the legislature to
pass anything this session,
he appointed a study com-
mission.

The commission, head-
ed by Lt. Gov. Jerry
Abramson, has met once
but taken no action.

Pill mills — Efforts to
pass legislation to crack
down on doctors who over-
prescribe pain medication
fell apart on Friday when
some senators opposed a
reworked version of HB 4,
which included a provision
to limit narcotic prescrip-
tions to 30-day supplies.

Some were concerned
that people would have to
pay insurance co-pays be-
fore getting a prescription
refilled.

The House and Senate
will try again to come to
terms before the legisla-
ture returns April 12.

Abortion — The House
Health & Welfare Commit-
tee killed three bills de-
signed to limit women’s ac-
cess to abortions.

SB 102 would have re-
quired women seeking
abortions to have face-to-
face counseling 24 hours
before the procedure, and
SB 103 would have re-
quired a doctor performing
an abortion to first do an ul-
trasound and attempt to
show it to the woman.

Both cleared the Senate
but failed in the House
committee.

HB 164 would have pro-
hibited a doctor from per-
forming an abortion if a fe-
tal heartbeat was detected.
It never made it out of its
first committee.

University of Pikeville
— A bill that would have
moved the University of
Pikeville, a private college,
into the state’s network of
colleges and universities
failed get out of the House
despite support from
Speaker Greg Stumbo.

Former Gov. Paul Pat-
ton, now the school’s presi-
dent, contended that many
students deep in the moun-
tains of Eastern Kentucky
can’t afford a private col-
lege education or to leave
home or commute to attend
schools far away.

Beshear didn’t endorse
HB 260 but said money was
available in his budget if
the legislature wanted to
bring UPike into the state
system. But the plan fal-

tered after an independent
study found that such a
move would not be econom-
ically feasible.

Pension reform — In an
issue that has dogged the
legislature for several
years, Senate Republicans
have long complained that
the current system of de-
fined benefits is not sus-
tainable.

But with redistricting,
casino gambling and the
budget taking up time and
roiling the legislative proc-
ess, the issue wasn’t raised
this year.

The legislature, howev-
er, did pass HB 85, which
does away with the old Con-
federate soldiers’ pension
program. The program,
which paid soldiers and
their widows $50 per
month, hasn’t been ac-
cessed in more than 50
years and had no money in
the fund.

Road plan — The House
and Senate could not come
to terms on a plan to repair
and replace roads in Ken-
tucky.

The two sides plan to
work on a compromise on
House Joint Resolution 77
and HB 267, which com-
prise the six-year road
plan, with hopes of passage
when the legislature re-
turns in two weeks for one
final day.

Phone service — A bill
that would have deregulat-
ed the phone industry and
allowed such companies as
AT&T to stop offering ba-
sic land-line services in
many parts of the state died
in the Senate after House
Speaker Greg Stumbo said
he didn’t favor the bill.

The industry argued for
SB 12, saying that it would
allow it to sink more money
into new technology rather
than continue to spend on
outdated land-line service.

Opponents said the bill
would let the companies
abandon customers before
their wireless networks
are reliable in parts of the
state.

Undocumented work-
ers— A bill that would have
prohibited those in the
country without proper
documentation from re-
ceiving government aid
died in a House committee
after it was revealed that it
really isn’t a problem in the
state.

Officials from the Cab-
inet for Health & Family
Services said federal au-
dits haven’t found that ille-

gal aliens have been apply-
ing for or receiving gov-
ernment assistance and
that the state could lose
federal funds if SB 118 be-
came law.

Dropout prevention —
The two sides couldn’t
come to terms on legisla-
tion that would raise the
dropout age in Kentucky
from 16 to 18, legislation
that Beshear has made a
priority.

The House favored Be-
shear’s approach but the
Senate wanted to let dis-
tricts decide on their own if
they wanted to raise the
age. In an attempt to com-
promise, the House voted
to accept SB 109 but added
an amendment that would
require all districts to raise
the dropout age once 40
percent of Kentucky’s
school districts did so.

The amended bill failed
to gain support in the Sen-
ate.

Neighborhood schools
— A bill to require Jeffer-
son County Public Schools
to allow students to attend
neighborhood schools if
they desire failed once
again in the House.

Opponents of SB 9 said
the measure would undo
nearly 40 years of desegre-
gation efforts in Jefferson
County.

Child fatalities — The
Senate killed a last-minute
attempt that would have
hidden records from the
public in cases in which a
child is killed or seriously
injured by abuse or ne-
glect.

House Bill 200 would
have created a child fatali-
ty review panel to review
such cases but would have
made information about
the death off limits to the
public and news media.

After the Senate didn’t
vote on the bill in commit-
tee, Rep. Susan Westrom,
the Lexington Democrat
who sponsored it, tried to
tack it on to SB 126. The
Senate again killed the bill
in committee.

State debt — Senate
Republicans’ top priority,
SB 1, also failed. It would
have capped the state’s
debt payments at 6 percent
of its annual revenues.

House Democrats said
the bill was too vague to be
effective and allowed it to
die in the House budget
committee.

Reporter Joseph Gerth can be
reached at (502) 582-4702.
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The Kentucky House meets for the last regular day of the
session Friday. Legislators will meet April 12 to handle any
vetoes and perhaps a few bills. JOHN FLAVELL/AP

forecast that called for a break in the rain.
“Thank God we have two more

Masses,” he said.
However, conditions were still iffy ap-

proaching the noon Mass and the decision
was made again to skip the outdoor proces-
sion, music director Philip Brisson said
later.

Finally, the weather was clear enough
ahead of the 5:30 p.m. Mass that the plaza
procession was a go.

Outdoor procession or not, the three
Masses at the cathedral marked the begin-
ning of Holy Week, which ends with Easter
Sunday.

Though Jesus Christ entered Jerusa-
lem in triumph with palm branches and
cloaks covering the road beneath His feet,
“even in the triumph, people don’t really
know who He is yet,” Nicolas said.

It was not until Christ was dead on the
cross five days later that “the centurion
looked up and said, ‘Truly, this was the Son

of God,’ ” he said.
“The reason His dying on the cross is

the moment of the glory is because it’s at
that moment that God embraced death to
free us of it,” Nicolas said.

“That’s why at every Mass we’re re-
quired to have a crucifix — not a cross — a
crucifix” showing the lifeless body of Je-
sus, he explained.

The Gospel reading for Palm Sunday is
the Passion of Christ, the story of His suf-
fering and Crucifixion. Holy Week culmi-
nates with Good Friday, marking the day
of the Crucifixion, and Easter Sunday,
commemorating the resurrection of
Christ.

Reporter Harold J Adams can be reached at
(812) 949-4028.
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Marty Favorite talks with Archbishop Joseph Kurtz before a Palm Sunday service at the
Cathedral of the Assumption in downtown Louisville. AARON BORTON/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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See more photos from the cathedral at
www.courier-journal.com

that day and cleared the
House the following after-
noon.

In an interview later,
Buford accused Denton of
trying to protect the insur-
ance companies that have
contributed to her re-elec-
tion campaigns. As chair-
man of the Senate Health
& Welfare Committee,
Denton is a magnet for
money from insurances
companies, pharmaceuti-
cal makers and other busi-
nesses on which the com-
mittee could have an im-
pact.

Buford should know
about those types of cam-
paign contributions. As
chairman of the Banking &
Insurance Committee, he
is a magnet for money
from bankers, lenders, in-

surance companies and
doctors who are all affect-
ed by his committee’s
work.

Denton denied any con-
nection, saying that she
was simply trying to make
sure people in the state
have continued access to
dental and vision care.
HB 497 would hurt that ef-
fort, she said.

Buford and others who
support the legislation ar-
gue that the bill could ac-
tually decrease the cost of
dental and vision care in
the state.

The problem is that we
don’t know. Bill advocates
have presented no evi-
dence to suggest that, and
there have been no full-
fledged hearings for the
dentists behind the bill to
make their case or to an-
swer the questions that

need to be asked.
The last time the den-

tists sought such legisla-
tion was in 2010. That year,
when it went through nor-
mal channels, the Senate
killed the bill.

HB 497 is now on Gov.
Steve Beshear’s desk. He
hasn’t said yet if he will
sign it or veto it.

But, if your dental and
vision insurance plans be-
come much more expen-
sive next year or your out-
of-pocket costs for crowns
on your teeth or glasses
for your eyes increase,
you’ll know it could be be-
cause of end-of-session
shenanigans.

And you’ll at least know
whom to blame.

Reporter Joseph Gerth can
be reached at (502) 582-4702.
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cellphone.
The suit was filed Fri-

day.
Skillman’s attorney,

Bryan Armstrong, said the
amount of money Skillman
has spent on his teeth is still
to be determined. He said
the four front bottom teeth
are still missing, and he’s
had to have root canal sur-
gery as a result of Green’s
work.

“He’s not even close to
being done,” Armstrong
said. “He’s experienced a
lot of pain.”

Skillman, who Arm-
strong said is in his

mid-30s, went for an initial
visit with Green in Febru-
ary 2011 and continued see-
ing her through March.
Armstrong said Skillman’s
teeth were filed down too
low, which caused the roots
to die.

Green is a1987 graduate
of the University of Louis-
ville dental school. She was
first elected to the Metro
Council in 2006, to repre-
sent District 1, which is
predominantly in western
Louisville. She won re-elec-
tion in 2010.

Two ethics complaints
were filed against Green in
2011 over her management
of a summer jobs program

for youth, which employed
several of her relatives,
and of a grant from her of-
fice’s discretionary ac-
count.

The Louisville Metro
Ethics Commission found
that she violated multiple
sections of the city’s ethics
law in both cases and rec-
ommended that she be re-
moved from office.

Her colleagues on the
Metro Council unanimous-
ly voted her out of office.
She has since been re-
placed on the council by At-
tica Woodson Scott.

Reporter Dan Klepal can be
reached at (502) 582-4475.
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