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Retirement fund falling short
The $4 billion pension fund covering nearly 116,000 
state government workers and retirees is seriously 
underfunded and getting worse every year. Kentucky’s 
regional mental health boards are enrolled in this fund.

Funding level: 
33 percent

FRANKFORT — Kentucky’s $15 billion 
public pension system, regarded as one of the 
nation’s weakest because of its huge unfunded 
liability, has a new problem.

Some of the state’s 14 regional mental health 
boards, which pay into the Kentucky Retire-
ment Systems, are shifting their employees into 
new non-profit companies that don’t offer state 
pensions.

The boards say they can’t afford more steep 
increases in pension contributions, which now 
equal nearly one-fourth of their payroll. But if 
thousands of mental health workers exit the 
pension system, it will erode their own future 
retirement benefits and erase tens of millions 
of dollars in contributions that were expected 
to support current state retirees. Other public 
agencies may follow suit. The resulting squeeze 
could divert tax money meant for roads, schools, 
parks and other services.

At Kentucky River Community Care in Jack-
son, for example, the agency last year fired “al-
most its entire staff,” more than 400 employees 

EFFORTS COULD FURTHER STRAIN 
SYSTEM; KRS FILES LAWSUITS

Some mental 
health boards 

try pension 
end-around

By John Cheves
jcheves@herald-leader.com
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Kentucky Sunday, B1:

Red, White and 
Boom keeps the 
beat despite heat
■ See a slide show at Kentucky.com

Tom Eblen, B1: Kentucky Court 
of Appeals Chief Judge Glenn 
Acree sets a different kind of 
precedent in rock ’n’ roll band

Merlene Davis, B1: Lexington 
guitarist Tee Dee Young got an 
early start playing the blues 
and hasn’t stopped in 45 years

Rich Copley in Living Sunday, 
D1: Wesley Nelson, executive 
director of SummerFest, brings 
many talents to that role 

Joel Pett in Opinions  
Sunday, E1: A cartoonist’s 
reflections on his “diplomatic 
mission” to China
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It’s not cold

■ Three of 
 Lexington’s 10 
least-snowy 
winters on record 
were 2001, 2004 
and 2005. A 
big exception 
this decade: the 
winter of 2010-11, 
Lexington’s ninth 
snowiest, with 27 
inches. 

■ Lexington has 
not set a record 
for cold weather 
during winter 
since Feb. 4, 
1996, when it 
was 10 below 
zero.

Other extremes

■ Kentucky had 60 tornadoes in 2011, its most ever.

■ In March 2012, Kentucky had killer tornadoes that claimed 24 lives. 
The one shown above destroyed much of West Liberty. 

■ Parts of Kentucky experienced devastating ice storms in 2003 and 2009.

2012 is on pace to topple 1921  as the hottest calendar year on record in Lexington and Kentucky.

Kentucky.com: Get updates on Chris Bailey’s weather blog and see photo galleries of the Central Kentucky drought

■ 2007 was Lexington’s fourth-hottest year. 
2002 was the 10th. If 2012 holds up, that 
would mean three of Lexington’s  11 hottest 
years on record have occurred since 2000. 

■ An aerial view of the Arboretum on Alumni Drive on Friday showed 
the  effects of the heat on Lexington. Six of the first seven days in 
July have seen record high temperatures,  including Saturday’s 105 
 degrees. That topped the  record of 101 degrees on July 7, 1936. 

■ Lexington’s hottest calendar year, 
1921, saw an average temperature of 
58.5 degrees. The 2012 average at 
this point is 59.2

Why is this happening?

Bailey: “People can argue all 
day about why we are warming, 
but we certainly are warming, 
and our climate is  becoming 
more extreme. This is the 
 pattern we’re going to have to 
live with, at least for a while.”

 University of Kentucky meteor-
ologist Tom Priddy: “Everybody 
realizes we’re in a trend; we 
don’t know how long it’s going to last; nobody really 
has the evidence to blame it on anything. Climate 
has continued to evolve as the  Earth has evolved.”

 Keith Mountain, chairman of geography and 
geosciences at the University of Louisville: 
“Even when you average this out, we’re seeing 
 temperatures slowly increase. We’re seeing less 
snowfall, which makes spring come earlier, and we 
may see hotter summer temperatures. The issue 
is how much more vulnerable we’re becoming to 
these swings.” 

WEATHER GOING 
TO EXTREMES

It’s been hot; it’s been dry; it’s been wet; it’s been stormy. If you think Lexington’s weather has been unruly 

in recent years, you’re right as rain. According to WKYT chief meteorologist Chris Bailey, Lexington has 

set 167 daily records for  temperature or precipitation since 2000, and hotter weather has been the overall 

trend. “Extreme has become the new normal; it’s being played out almost on a daily basis,” Bailey said. 

“In terms of temperature, in terms of precipitation, it’s literally become either feast or famine.”

TEXT BY JIM WARREN, PHOTOS BY CHARLES BERTRAM | HERALD-LEADER STAFF; DATA PROVIDED BY CHRIS BAILEY, WKYT

We might be dry right now, but last year was the wettest  on record in Lexington.

CHARLES BERTRAM | 2011 STAFF FILE PHOTO

2011 record rain: 66.35 inches
Previous record: 65.76 inches (1935)

2012 year-to-date: 17.48 inches 
(7.12 inches below normal)

KENT NICKELL

Bailey

Number of 100-degree days
1936

1939, ’52, ’83
3

1954
7

2012 to date
6

1953, ’88
4

21 days

Past 10 days 
June 28: 102 

June 29: 102

June 30: 103*

July 1: 103*

July 2: 97*

July 3: 95

July 4: 99*

July 5: 99*

July 6: 103*

July 7: 105*

* record
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Nationwide Cancer Study Enlists Support from
Central Kentucky Community
To better understand the lifestyle, environmental and genetic factors that cause or prevent

cancer, the American Cancer Society is recruiting 300,000 adults for a new research study,

the Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3). Enrollment will take place in various locations

throughout central Kentucky during Aug. 7-11, including at KentuckyOne Health facilities.

This study is made possible in partnership with Saint Joseph Cancer Center, part of

KentuckyOne Health, and the YMCA of Central Kentucky.

MORE INFO OR TO REGISTER:

Visit cps3kentucky.org,

email cps3@cancer.org or

call 1.888.604.5888


