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Lancaster 
UK Football 

Fan Helps Get 
Captioning At 

Commonwealth 

One Lancaster native 
University of Kentucky 
football fan who happens to 
have a hearing impairment has 
helped to ensure captioning 
be placed on video boards and 
monitors at Commonwealth 
Stadium after taking the 
matter before federal court 
back in May.

Charles Mitchell, the 
Lancaster resident, and the 
University of Kentucky 
settled the lawsuit earlier 
this month. The parties told 
U.S. District Judge Joseph M. 
Hood on Tuesday they had 
reached an agreement.

Mitchell had called for 
all announcements currently 
made over the stadium’s 
public address system, as well 
as all plays just after they 
occur, all penalties called, 
and safety and emergency 
information to be be captioned 
on displays.

Mitchell, who is a season 
ticket holder, said in the 
original complaint that he 
cannot hear announcements 
currently, made only 
audibly on the stadium’s 
public address system and 
that captioning should be 
displayed on the video boards 
and monitors.

Mitchell claimed that by 
not providing captioning, the 
university is violating the 
Americans With Disabilities 
Act of 1990.

Mitchell noted in the 
complaint that UK receives 
funding from the federal 
government.

The final settlement 
paperwork has not yet been 
filed with the court but is 
due  by March 2. The school 
will put up the lyrics to My 
Old Kentucky Home, which 
is traditionally sung at games, 
and The Star Spangled Banner 
as well.

It is rumored that the cost 
of such accommodations run 
about $3,000 per game.

The lawsuit did not address 
sports at UK other than 
football.

County resident with strong 
ties to the city as pastor of 
the Saint Paul Predestinar-
ian Church also asked Pow-
ers and the council to work 
together.

“We prayed for you, and 
we’re praying for you that 
you would come together 
somehow,” Pastor Barry 
Bowman said.

Gwen Newcomb, a mem-
ber of Bowman’s church and 
a city resident did not mince 
words.

“If you can’t do it Brenda, 
step down,” Newcomb said. 
“God is not pleased. I’d pick 
up myself and go home. If 
somebody else can do it, let 
them do it…What you need 
to do Brenda is take it to the 
Lord. If they want you to step 
aside, step aside.”

Deer Run resident Kath-
ryn Clary questioned Pow-
ers ability to negotiate and 
compromise, citing those 
as important components of 
leadership. Clary prefaced 
her comments by saying she 
has kept herself educated 
on local issues by attending 
council meetings and read-
ing whatever information is 
available including police re-
ports and newspapers.

“Her attitude is un-mayor-
like,” Clary said. “I’m sorry 
but it seems to be your at-
titude that’s gotten us where 
we are today. I really feel it 
would be best for you to re-
sign gracefully and leave it 
to someone else to move this 
city forward.”

With a strong fi nancial 
background locally and cur-
rently maintaining a position 
as Chief Financial Offi cer 
with Hospice Care Plus in 

Berea, Loretta Rinthen cited 
Mayor Powers’ lack of inter-
nal control in the area of cash 
fl ow outside of the city clerk.

“If you are not able to con-
trol what goes on in your city 
departments, I’m not sure 
you can handle anything 
else,” she said. “I do think 
there is a lack of leadership 
and a lack of understanding. 
You can’t have four years to 
learn the job…As a resident 
of the city I would ask you to 
resign also.”

Barbara Edwards prefaced 
her remarks with “it’s not 
personal.”

She explained her under-
standing of the council’s ac-
tion to ask Powers to resign 
is based on their concern for 
the welfare of Lancaster.

“Mayor Powers is not 
meeting this challenge,” Ed-
wards said. “I know she loves 
this city but I encourage her 
to gracefully step down.”

Gale Eden disagreed with 
the council’s action and Ed-
wards comments. Eden ac-
cused council members of 
having “it out for her.”

“She has been a great may-
or,” Eden said. “You need to 
be working about our city’s 
business instead of squab-
bling and fi ghting.”

Sharon Skurka, a resident 
who lives in Deer Run also, 
said that the only thing that 
has been accomplished dur-
ing Powers fi rst year in offi ce 
has been the hiring of a po-
lice chief and that only came 
after her hand was forced by 
the council.

“I don’t believe Brenda 
should still be here,” Skurka 
said. “I think she needs to 
go…This whole committee 
is together and you are not 
with them.”

Donna Peek said she ap-
plauded everything the coun-
cil is doing. “Go for it,” she 
said.

Jackie Powers said he real-
ly didn’t know if his wife was 
performing the job as mayor 
correctly.

“I don’t know if she’s done 
it right,” he said. “I’m not 
smart enough to be mayor.”

 And, although he begged 
her not to run for the position 
initially, he supports her now. 
He called the council mem-
bers liars and reminded them 
that the voters will be going 
to the polls in November.

City residents Mary Agee 
and Lisa Burkhart voiced 
their support of Powers.

“I think she has tried her 
hardest,” Burkhart said.

Burkhart went on to en-
courage city offi cials not to 
base their decisions on their 
own personal agendas but 
to “be prayerful in your de-
cisions and be supportive of 
one another and the mayor.”

Agee went as far as to ac-
cuse council members of 
purposefully making oppos-
ing decisions.

County resident Lloyd 
Sebastian agreed with Agee 
saying, “One member told 

me he couldn’t vote her way 
because she’d get her way.”

Paint Lick resident Angie 
Hubbard took the opportu-
nity to blame Powers for the 
mishandling of the death of 
her nephew, Brandon Hub-
bard, under acting Chief of 
Police Allen Weston. 

“I think Lancaster needs 
something else,” Hubbard 
said. “My opinion is you’re a 
follower, not a leader.”

County resident Holton 
Howard, who owns property 
in the city, was the only at-
tendee who used the maxi-
mum fi ve-minute allotment 
to speak. He based his sup-
port for Powers on the fact 
that everyone makes mis-
takes and that her mistakes 
were not done intentionally.

“I know what she has done 
has been from her heart,” he 
said.

Howard cited water lines 
and blacktopped roads as 
notable accomplishments 
during Powers fi rst year of 
her administration. He went 
on to say that he believes 
she has the intelligence to be 
Mayor.

“None of us is perfect,” 
Howard said. “I think what 
you need to do here is forgive 

one another…We’re a small 
city and we need to stick to-
gether.”

County resident Billy 
Pendleton also asked city of-
fi cials to “get together... I’m 
tired of spending my money 
in other communities,” he 
said.

Another county resident 
who also owns property in 
the city, Cecil Arnold, cited 
lack of progress partially due 
to the stalemate with council 
members over her choice for 
chief of police. Arnold asked 
Powers to “gracefully step 
down.”

Powers thanked everyone 
who came to the meeting 
saying that her door is al-
ways open and her plans are 
never to do anything wrong. 
She asked everyone to begin 
again with a clean slate, mak-
ing it clear that she would not 
resign.

“I can’t resign because 
the citizens put me here and 
I think the Lord wanted me 
here.”

Taking no part in an open 
discussion with the public, 
council members said only 
that they needed the commu-
nity’s input to continue after 
the meeting.

Following the closed ses-
sion, a motion to reopen the 
meeting to the public re-
sulted only in the schedul-
ing of the next regular meet-
ing on March 5 at City Hall 
when Powers said discussion 
would resume.

Still many in attendance 
wanted to know what the 
next step would be, asking 
about Powers’ request to 
have a public hearing next 
week.

But Councilman Bret Bai-
erlien said that a public hear-
ing would be the step that 
follows a vote for removal, 
a direction the council has 
chosen not to proceed with 
to date.

“If it does go forward, it 
will happen in another meet-
ing,” Councilman Brandon 
McGlone said.

“Conjecture is not appro-
priate at this point,” Baier-
lein added.

Powers declined to say 
much after the meeting with 
the exception of, “It was a 
wonderful meeting. We’re 
going to all start working to-
gether.”

County Judge Executive 
John Wilson said at the event. 
“I have been told that we 
probably got the good side of 
this deal with Congressman 
Guthrie and I am looking 
forward to serving with 
him in his capacity as US 
Congressman.”

Guthrie represents 
Kentucky’s  2nd 
Congressional District 
in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. The 2nd 
District is home to Fort 
Knox, Abraham Lincoln’s 
birthplace, Mammoth Cave 
National Park, and many of 
the Commonwealth’s most 
treasured locations.

The new map in House 
Bill 302 moves the western 
part of Jessamine County, 
including Wilmore, and 

all of Garrard, Mercer and 
Boyle counties from Central 
Kentucky’s 6th District 
to the 2nd District, which 
extends west to Owensboro. 
Lincoln County was moved 
to Eastern Kentucky’s 5th 
District.

The 6th District gained 
the remaining portion of 
Scott County; a southern 
strip of Harrison County and 
all of Robertson, Nicholas, 
Fleming, Bath, Menifee and 
Wolfe counties.

The transfer of some 
predominantly republican 
areas to the 2nd District is 
expected to make it tougher 
for republicans such as 
Andy Barr to successfully 
challenge U.S. Rep. Ben 
Chandler.

“What a great crowd,” 
Guthrie said. “I know a lot 
of people are disappointed 

with the redistricting you 
know congress is the only 
legislative body in the world 
that doesn’t redistrict itself. 
I know there are people 
here who worked hard for 
previous candidates such as 
Andy Barr but I am glad 
to be here with you. I am 
extremely excited about 
Garrard County. Lonnie 
Napier was a long-time 
friend of mine in the state 
legislature and he wore me 
out during that time.”

Guthrie said that he 
recognizes Bowling Green 
is a long way from Garrard 
County but said that soon 
enough he plans to make the 
citizens of Garrard feel as if 
he is a neighbor.

Guthrie will not officially 
be the US Congressman for 
this area until January 3, 
when the new redistricting 

takes effect.
Guthrie serves on the 

House Energy and Commerce 
(E&C) Committee for the 
112th Congress.  E&C is the 
oldest standing legislative 
committee in the House with 
broad jurisdiction over our 
nation’s energy, healthcare, 
telecommunications and 
consumer product safety 
policies.

Guthrie also serves on the 
following subcommittees 
for E&C: Subcommittee 
on Health; Subcommittee 
on Communications 
and Technology; and 
Subcommittee on 
Commerce, Manufacturing 
and Trade.

The event was sponsored 
by the Garrard County 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Refreshments were provided 
along with cookies, baked by 
Garrett’s Kountry Kitchen in 
Northern Garrard County.

Congressman Guthrie 
comes from a small business, 
manufacturing background. 
Following his military 
service, he joined Trace Die 
Cast, the Bowling Green, 
Ky., based manufacturing 
business that was started by 
his father. 

First elected to public 
office in 1998, he 
represented the 32nd District 
in the Kentucky Senate.  In 
Frankfort, he served on the 
Education Committee, the 
Economic Development, 
Tourism and Labor 
Committee, and chaired the 
Transportation Committee.

Married to the former Beth 
Clemmons, they have three 
children, Caroline, Robby 
and Elizabeth. 

You can reach Guthrie 
at his Washigton office 
at 308 Cannon H.O.B., 
Washington, DC 20515 or 
by phone at (202) 225-3501.

power and leave the office 
an empty shell,” Wilson 
told the committee.

The 7-1 vote by the 
committee last Wednesday 
approved the proposal 
by Sen. Julie Denton, a 

Louisville Republican, 
giving county legislative 
bodies “home rule” 
authority to decide the 
role of constables and 
what their responsibilities 
would be.

In the United States, there 
is no consistent use of the 
office of constable across 
the states, and use may 
vary even within a state. A 

constable may merely be 
an official responsible for 
service of process, such as 
summonses and subpoenas 
for people to appear in 
court in criminal and civil 
matters. Or, they may 
be fully empowered law 
enforcement officers. They 
may also have additional 
specialized duties unique 
to the office. In some 

states, a constable may 
be appointed by the judge 
of the court which he or 
she serves; in others the 
constable is an elected 
or appointed position at 
the village, precinct or 
township level of local 
government.

Under the new legislation 
counties could abolish a 
significant percentage of a 

constable’s duties, as well 
as doing away with pay in 
counties where the office 
does receive a salary.

Last Tuesday a bill put 
before the house, passing 
5-1, would also allow 
the full abolition of the 
position.

Control Officer, received 
some information pertaining 
to this rescue and once 
again did some follow up 
and confirmed from those 
sources that they were a 
good rescue.  So we allowed 
them to take more dogs in 
early January.”

However, It was brought 
to the attention of the shelter 
that some of the dogs found 
along the side of the road in 
Marion County may have 
once belonged to Garrard 
County.   “Upon learning 
this we contacted the Marion 
County shelter and made a 
visit there to identify and 
retrieve any dogs belonging 
to us,” Harris said.

Approximately 10 animals 
were identified and removed.

A second trip was made 
the next day to look along 
the roadside for any other 
dogs that could possibly 
have originated in Garrard 
County.

“Until two week ago we 
had no idea this was going 
on and no reason to suspect 
anything out of the ordinary 
with this rescue. In fact, 
we understand that other 
shelters and rescues were 
also using this rescue during 
the time period that Garrard 
County was using the 
rescue,” Harris explained. 
“We want the community 
to know that we take this 
very seriously.  We love 

the animals in this county 
and it is our job to take 
care of them. The criminal 
action taken by this person 
makes shelters and rescues 
across the country look bad. 
The behavior will not be 
tolerated.  Up until this point 
we have made the decision 
not to speak publically about 
the allegations against this 
rescue due to the pending 
criminal charges in Marion 
County. However; our 
involvement has been 
brought up by several locally 
and we want to make sure 
people know we are assisting 
the Marion County Shelter 
and the police to ensure 
that the responsible people 
are prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law.  I as the 
Shelter Director, the staff 
at the shelter, the County 
Judge and Fiscal Court that 

oversee us, feel strongly 
that this behavior is not 
acceptable and will not be 
tolerated.”, The woman in 
question also faces charges 
for her behavior as it relates 
to the animals she took from 
Garrard County.

“We also will be 
reviewing all rescues that 
we work with and making 
efforts to regularly follow up 
with reference checks and 
placement of animals.  This 
is an unfortunate situation 
that we are doing our best 
to prevent from happening 
again,” Harris added.

“Our shelter stays full 
and we need community 
and rescue help to keep 
euthanasia at a minimum.  
Please come see our great 
dogs.  If you would like to 
foster a pet we do allow and 
encourage this.  We are also 

always looking for adopters 
and rescues.”

The adoption fee is $85 and 
pays for the neuter or spay, 
Da-2 and rabies shot. All 
animals are given their Da-2 
upon entering the shelter 
and wormed monthly.  The 
shelter strives to maintain 
healthy animals.

“As the shelter manager 
I take my responsibility 
and decisions seriously and 
accept responsibility for our 
shelter, staff and subsequent 
actions,” Harris concluded.

More information about 
the shelter hours, fees, staff, 
volunteers  and reports can 
be found on their facebook 
page GarrardCounty 
AnimalShelter or can be 
reached at the shelter at 
(859) 792-1562  or by email 
EHarrisGCAS@yahoo.com

Discussion To
Resume At Next
Council Meeting

Lancaster City Council members, (l-r) Jessie Wagoner, Maggie Mick, Chris Davis,  Brenda Powers, Brandon McGlone, Mike Sutton and Bret 
Baierlein, listen as citizens speak their minds about the problems blamed for impeding the city’s progress under fi rst-term Mayor Brenda Powers. 
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