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ELLIOTT SADLER Sadler’s stint with
Richard Childress Racing in the Nation-
wide Series is off to a flying start. Sadler,

who finished second in the NNS
point standings last season, has

two wins, two third-place runs
and a ninth through five races.

RICHARD PETTY MOTOR-
SPORTS RPM drivers Aric

Almirola and Marcos Ambrose sit
21st and 23rd in points with zero

top 10s among them.
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JOHNSON’S HORSESHOE Jimmie
Johnson was saved by the rain in
California. As the skies opened up
and with the field turning laps under
caution, his oil cooler began leaking.
When the cars were parked on pit
road a puddle of oil formed beneath
his No. 48 Lowe’s Chevy. Luckily for
Johnson, the race was called mo-
ments later and instead of a dismal
finish courtesy of a blown engine, the
five-time champion was credited with
a 10th-place showing.

ON A ROLL Stewart’s Auto Club 400
victory was his seventh in the last 15
Sprint Cup races dating back to last
season. The last time a driver put to-
gether as impressive a streak was in
2009-10 when Jimmie Johnson won
seven of 14 races while winning
championships Nos. 4 and 5. Prior to
that, Kyle Busch (with Steve Adding-
ton as crew chief) won seven of 14 in
the summer of 2008.

BUCKING THE TREND Joey Logano
became the first non-series regular to
win a Nationwide race this season
when he took checkers in the Royal
Purple 400 at Auto Club Speedway.
Elliott Sadler (2), James Buescher and
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. notched the first
four NNS wins of the 2012 season.

NAPA KNOW HOW Martin Truex Jr.
is off to his best start to a season in
the Sprint Cup Series. Truex and his
No. 56 Michael Waltrip Racing team
have recorded three top-10 finishes
in the first five races and sit eighth in
the point standings. Truex has en-
joyed runs of seventh (Phoenix), third
(Bristol) and eighth (Auto Club). He
also has showings of 12th (Daytona)
and 17th (Las Vegas) for an average
finish of 9.4.

       DRIVER (WINS)          POINTS    BEHIND
1.  Greg Biffle                    195            —
2.  Kevin Harvick                188             -7
3.  Dale Earnhardt Jr.         178           -17
4.  Tony Stewart (2)            177           -18
5.  Martin Truex Jr.             175           -20
6.  Matt Kenseth (1)           173           -22
7.  Denny Hamlin (1)          171           -24
8.  Clint Bowyer                 157           -38
9.  Ryan Newman              155           -40

10.  Paul Menard                 148           -57
^ CHASE FOR THE SPRINT CUP ^

11.  Joey Logano                 146           -49
12.  Carl Edwards                146           -49
13.  Kyle Busch                    143           -52
14.  Jeff Burton                    142           -53
15.  Brad Keselowski (1)      139           -56
16.  Jimmie Johnson           131           -64
17.  Mark Martin                  129           -66
18.  Juan Pablo Montoya     123           -72
19.  Regan Smith                 118           -77
20.  Bobby Labonte              108           -87

       DRIVER (WINS)           POINTS   BEHIND
1.  Elliott Sadler (2)            214            —
2.  Ricky Stenhouse Jr. (1) 196           -18
3.  Austin Dillon                 187           -27
4.  Trevor Bayne                180           -34
5.  Sam Hornish Jr.            160           -54
6.  Cole Whitt                     151           -63
7.  Michael Annett              148           -66
8.  Taylor Malsam              144           -70
9.  Justin Allgaier               126           -88

10.  Mike Bliss                     119           -95
       

       DRIVER (WINS)          POINTS    BEHIND
1.  John King (1)                  47            —
2.  Timothy Peters                42             -5
3.  Justin Lofton                   41             -6
4.  Jason White                    40             -7
5.  Todd Bodine                    38             -9
6.  Chris Fontaine                 37           -10
7.  Ward Burton                   36           -11
8.  Ty Dillon                         35           -12
9.  Clay Greenfield               34           -13

10.  Parker Kligerman            33           -14

Compiled and written by Matt Taliaferro.
Follow Matt on Twitter @MattTaliaferro or 

email at Matt.Taliaferro@AthlonSports.com

SPRINT CUP SERIES
Race: Goody’s Fast Relief 500
Track: Martinsville Speedway
Location: Martinsville, Va.
When: Sunday, April 1
TV: FOX (12:30 p.m. EST)
Layout: .526-mile oval
Banking/Turns: 12 degrees
2011 Winners: Kevin Harvick/Tony Stewart
Crew Chief’s Take: “Racing at Martinsville
is similar to the type of racing most of the
drivers grew up doing. Tight quarters usually
leads to beating and banging. There aren’t
as many incidents as at Bristol because the
pace is slower. The faster you run, the more
you’re on the edge of grip. When you lose
grip, you make more contact. It’s inevitable,
but a driver has to keep cool. The ones who
don’t like to be touched don’t do well here.”

NATIONWIDE SERIES
Race: O’Reilly Auto Parts 300
Track: Texas Motor Speedway
Location: Fort Worth, Texas
When: Saturday, April 13
TV: ESPN2 (8:00 p.m. EST)
2011 Winners: Carl Edwards/Trevor Bayne

CAMPING WORLD TRUCK SERIES
Race: Kroger 250
Track: Martinsville Speedway
When: Saturday, March 31
TV: SPEED (1:00 p.m. EST)
2011 Winners: Johnny Sauter/Denny Hamlin

■ The NASCAR Sprint All-Star Race set for Sat-
urday, May 19 at Charlotte Motor Speedway, will
consist of four 20-lap segments, concluding with
a 10-lap sprint and a $1 million payout to the race winner. This
year’s format will place a higher premium for drivers who win
one of the four segments, however, as the winners of those seg-
ments will move to the front of the field and line up 1-4 prior to
the field coming to pit road for a final mandatory pit stop.
Wherever the drivers are positioned as they come off pit road
after that pit stop is where they will line up to start the final 10-
lap segment.
“This new addition to the format is going to provide even greater
incentive for the drivers to go all out to win one of the four seg-
ments,” said Robin Pemberton, NASCAR vice president of com-
petition. “It also puts even more focus on the pit crews and how
they perform during that final pit stop.”
The eligibility standards for the All-Star Race remain the same:

race winners from either the 2011 or 2012 sea-
son through May 12 or any past champions of

the all-star event or Cup Series over the previous
10 years are eligible for the race. In addition, the top-two fin-
ishers in the Sprint Showdown, a 40-lap preliminary race and
the winner of the Sprint Fan Vote, all advance into the All-Star
Race lineup.
Drivers currently eligible for the event (as of March 27) include:
Marcos Ambrose, Trevor Bayne, Kurt Busch, Kyle Busch, Clint
Bowyer, Carl Edwards, Jeff Gordon, Denny Hamlin, Kevin Har-
vick, Jimmie Johnson, Kasey Kahne, Matt Kenseth, Brad Ke-
selowski, Mark Martin, Paul Menard, Ryan Newman, David
Ragan, Regan Smith and Tony Stewart.
The eighth annual NASCAR Sprint Pit Crew Challenge returns to
kick off the all-star week’s competition, Thursday, May 17 at 7:00
p.m. at the Time Warner Cable Arena. The event’s finishing order
determines pit selection for the NASCAR Sprint All-Star Race.

Raining on a Parade

Martinsville Speedway
The media in attendance for the 1960

Virginia 500 are treated to a luxury unheard
of in the formative years of stock car rac-
ing: An air-conditioned press box — a
NASCAR first.

It’s another NASCAR first as well, as
Richard Petty wins his first of a series-best
15 races at Martinsville Speedway.

Petty leads laps 316 through 333, but
relinquishes the lead to Bobby Johns, who
takes over for the next 48 laps until he suf-
fers a rear-end failure.

Jimmy Massey assumes the lead but is
overtaken by Petty one lap later. The King
leads the final 116 circuits to capture his
second career Grand National win. Petty
wins three races in the 1960 campaign
and finishes second in the standings. It is
another four years until he breaks through
for his first title.

Athlon Fantasy Stall

Classic Moments

Looking at Checkers: In 20 Cup starts, Jim-
mie Johnson has six wins and 18 top 10s.
Pretty Solid Pick: Hard not to like Tony Stew-
art’s momentum. The fact he won at Mar-
tinsville last fall is icing on the cake.
Good Sleeper Pick: Jamie McMurray’s 10 top
10s in 18 starts bode well for your starting
lineup.
Runs on Seven Cylin-
ders: Greg Biffle may
be the points leader,
but he has only two
top 10s at Martinsville
since 2003 (average
finish: 22.4).
Insider Tip:
J o h n s o n ,
Stewart and
Denny Hamlin
have combined
to win 11 of the
last 12 Mar-
tinsville Cup
races.

ASP, Inc.

Kevin Harvick ASP, Inc.

1. Tony Stewart            Stewart and crew chief Steve Addington already have scored two wins this season — and in only five 
                                        races. Hey, wins count above all else here.

2. Greg Biffle                The points leader’s only misstep — and it was a only a small hiccup at that — was a 13th at Bristol. 
                                        He’s been sixth or better in the other four events.

3. Kevin Harvick          Harvick and his retooled No. 29 team have been nearly as good as Biffle. Their worst performance
                                        thus far are a pair of 11th-place runs. Otherwise, they’re seventh or better every week.

4. Jimmie Johnson      Things couldn’t look better for Johnson and Team 48. Not only have all suspensions and point penalties 
                                        been rescinded, but they’re rolling through top 10s even with blown engines.

5. Matt Kenseth           Kenseth is either top 3 by day’s end or forgotten somewhere in the mid-teens. Still, this is one of a 
                                        handful of teams that can win on any given weekend.

6. Brad Keselowski     See: Kenseth, Matt. The only thing that kept either from a top-10 result at Auto Club Speedway was 
                                        pit road penalties and a rain-shortened event.

7. Carl Edwards           Edwards and the No. 99 gang have two fifth-place runs in the last three weeks. Inexplicably, though, 
                                        this group has yet to lead a single lap all season. That needs to change.

8. Dale Earnhardt Jr.   Yes, Earnhardt is still mired in a winless skid that dates back to 2008, but top-15 finishes in every 
                                        race this season — including second- and third-place runs — find him trending in the right direction.

9. Clint Bowyer            Bowyer’s solid start with the surprising Michael Waltrip Racing operation shows an average finish of 
                                        12.8 with sixth- (Vegas) and fourth-place (Bristol) runs highlighting the early spring.

10. Denny Hamlin          Hamlin had the same look on his face after the California race that he did after Phoenix 2010.

11. Kyle Busch               The Gibbs cars are showing some impressive muscle on the big intermediates.

12. Martin Truex Jr.       Truex has a 9.4-place average finish thus far. It’s amazing what a contract year will do for an athlete.

13. Ryan Newman          Three consecutive performances of 12th or better aren’t as splashy as his teammate, but not bad.

14. Mark Martin             When he’s in MWR’s No. 55 — and even when he’s not — the team is showing serious growth.

15. Paul Menard            Quietly hanging tough at 10th in the standings with three top 10s.

Just off the lead pack:   Jeff Burton, Jeff Gordon, Kasey Kahne, Joey Logano, Jamie McMurray

Tony Stewart wins second 2012 race in rain-shortened Auto Club 400

In its 15-year history, Auto Club
Speedway in Southern California
has never been known for its excit-
ing brand of stock car racing.

A wide two-mile, moderately
banked behemoth of a race track,
ACS typically plays host to drawn-
out, parade-style competition. And
when it’s nestled between short-
track favorites Bristol and Mar-
tinsville — as it is this season —
most fans simply want to get it over
with as quickly as possible so every-
one can move on.

Sunday’s Auto Club 400 obliged
that line of thinking, as heavy rains
cut short the scheduled 200 laps to
129, and just over one and a half
hours after the green waved, Tony
Stewart was declared the winner.

To his credit, the weather-stained
victory was anything but a fluke for
Stewart. Many rain-shortened races
witness a litany of strategies as the
weather approaches, but Stewart and
crew chief Steve Addington were
steadfast.

Far and away the fastest car on the
track, Addington kept Stewart on
point when the rains hit, bypassing

pit road. Within minutes the red flag
was displayed, and shortly thereafter
— with no relief from the weather
in sight — NASCAR called the
event with Stewart the leader.

“Steve (Addington, crew chief)
said, ‘Stay out,’” Stewart explained.
“I didn’t question it. The drops kept
getting bigger and bigger. Obvi-
ously, when we pulled on pit road,
they had definitely lost the track by
that point.

“You hate to have them end with
rain like that, but I’ve lost some that
way. The good thing is we didn’t
back into the lead because we stayed
out, the leaders came in. I mean, we
were leading the thing and had
earned that spot. (I’m) proud of that.”

Not every crew chief made the
same call. Stewart’s former pit boss,
Darian Grubb, brought Denny Ham-
lin in for fuel and tires, gambling
that the race would resume. When it
did not, Hamlin — who started on
the pole and ran in the top 5 all day
— slipped from second to 11th in
the finishing order.

“This is the strategy you make,”
Hamlin said. “We were planning on
the race going back green. Other-
wise, you lose a chance to win in the
grand scheme of things.”

Hamlin’s teammate, Kyle Busch,
remained on the track and finished
second. Dale Earnhardt Jr., Kevin
Harvick and Carl Edwards rounded
out the top 5.

“I was surprised that everyone
didn’t stay out,” Earnhardt said. “I
was pretty certain by watching the
weather and studying the weather all
night long and all day today that
once it began to rain, it wasn’t going
to stop. I was surprised that some
guys came down pit road and gave
up track position.”

The Stewart/Addington combina-
tion have now enjoyed two trips to
Victory Lane this season as well as
a win in one of the Daytona qualify-
ing races. And after five wins in last
season’s Chase — albeit with a dif-
ferent crew chief — momentum is
clearly on Stewart-Haas Racing’s
side.

“It was a long offseason,” Stewart
said. “To watch these guys work that
hard, it’s nice to end the year on a
high note like we did, and to be able
to come out of the box and carry that
momentum with a new competition
director and new crew chief. I think
it shows the depth of our program
and our group of guys back at our
shop.”

Tony Stewart (right) celebrates his win in the Auto Club 400 with crew chief Steve Addington. ASP, Inc.

By MATT TALIAFERRO
Athlon Sports Racing Editor

Race: Goody’s Fast Relief 500
Track: Martinsville Speedway
Location: Martinsville, Va.
When: Sunday, April 1
TV: FOX (11:30 p.m.)
Layout: .526-mile oval
Banking/Turns: 12 degrees
2011 Winners: Kevin Harvick/Tony Stew-
art
Crew Chief’s Take: “Racing at Martins-
ville is similar to the type of racing most 
of the drivers grew up doing. Tight quar-
ters usually leads to beating and banging. 
There aren’t as many incidents as at Bris-
tol because the pace is slower. The faster 
you run, the more you’re on the edge of 
grip. When you lose grip, you make more 
contact. It’s inevitable, but a driver has to 
keep cool. The ones who don’t like to be 
touched don’t do well here.”

Race: O’Reilly Auto Parts 300
Track: Texas Motor Speedway
Location: Fort Worth, Texas
When: Saturday, April 13
TV: ESPN2 (7:00 p.m.)
2011 Winners: Carl Edwards/Trevor Bayne

Race: Kroger 250
Track: Martinsville Speedway
When: Saturday, March 31
TV: SPEED (Noon)
2011 Winners: Johnny Sauter/Denny 
Hamlin


