
but he spends his free time 
in a workshop outside his 
Clarksville home where 
he runs Sonus Instrument 
Repair. “Sonus” is a Latin 
word meaning “noise, 
sound” or “tone, character, 
style.” 

Tapscott has 25 years 
of musical repair experi-
ence, working for others 
and himself, and he has a 
soft-side to go along with 
his expertise.

He wants any and every 
child to have the opportu-
nity to play an instrument.

He fi nds used and un-
wanted instruments, re-
pairs them, and then gets 
them in the hands of chil-
dren who otherwise could 
not afford instruments.

As he works, he is 
watched over by George 
Stephens, a long-time mu-
sic educator in Caldwell 
County, who was loved by 
his students and communi-
ty. Stephens passed away 
in 2004, and Tapscott said 

the majority of the tools he 
now uses once belonged to 
George Stephens.

 He has a picture of Ste-
phens displayed over his 
workspace.

Another man stays 
on Tapscott’s mind as he 
works. His father, Richard,  
was a huge infl uence, es-
pecially when it comes to 
giving away instruments 
to children.

“Dad joined band as a 
youngster, but had to drop 
out when his grandparents 
who raised him could not 
afford the instrument,” 
said Tapscott.

“He saw to it that both 
my sister and I had the op-
portunity he never had. 

“I am just trying to pass 
on that legacy.”

So far, the legacy has 
changed the lives of some 
of Tapscott’s students, as 
well as children whom he 
has never seen or met.

“The fi rst batch went to 
a school in Louisiana, out-
side of New Orleans just 

after Katrina,” said Tap-
scott. “All those came from 
George’s workshop.

“Six or eight have gone 
to Bolivia by way of a local 
missionary, and four are 
scheduled to go to Haiti 
soon.”

Tapscott said it is a 
privilege for him to help 
any child grow a love for 
music.

“I’m really honored to 
have connected with these 
missionaries to get instru-
ments to children who 
have absolutely no other 
means of obtaining one,” 
he said.

The people of Prince-
ton can help continue his 
work. Tapscott always 
happily accepts used in-
struments.

“Repairable instru-
ments are the best. A 
couple I’ve acquired have 
been sold to help pay for 
parts for the donated ones 
though,” he said. 

Those wanting to do-
nate instruments or mon-
etary donations to cover 

parts, may contact Tap-
scott at sonusrepair@ya-
hoo.com.

His mother, Nell, is also 

a great “collection point” 
around Princeton.

She always happily ac-
cepts instruments and 

passes them on to Tom.
To contact her about 

dropping off an instru-
ment, call 365-7856.
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Donations: Music educator Tom Tapscott repairs 
instruments to make a difference for his students

At play
Tom Tapscott has 
always loved music. 
His father, the late 
Richard Tapscott, and 
his mother, Nell 
Tapscott of Princeton, 
nurtured his talents and 
now he teaches middle 
school students in 
Clarksville and helps 
get instruments in the 
hands of children all 
over the world.
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Corgan Johnson strummed a guitar in Caitlyn 
Pillow’s music class at the primary school. All stu-
dents have the opportunity to play new instru-
ments, sing and much more in weekly classes.

Primary sounds
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Maggy Griggs, a second grade student, got her 
hands on a dulcimer during music class with 
Caitlyn Pillow. All primary school students have a 
weekly visit to music.

Music education
for everyone

“Music education is truly for everyone. The exposure 
to music allows an outlet of expression for every child, 
no matter what their condition may be.  

Music has been proven to improve motor skills, so-
cial skills and increase learning in literacy and math-
ematics.  

Listening to classical music helps students get to a 
dream like state, which has been proven to improve fo-
cus while taking tests.  

“Music education is an important part of the life of 
every child. It gives them a chance to express them-
selves while also learning about the cultures around 
them and throughout the world.  

“Music education also provides a direct connection 
between the arts and core content subject.”

— Caitlyn Pillow, 
Caldwell County Primary School

Music Teacher


