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CADIZ, Ky —The aroma of  chocolate
wrapped its warm arms around guests as
they walked in from the 29-degree out-
doors and into the Fairholme historical
home Saturday in Cadiz. As guests took
their coats off  the sound of  a strumming
guitar draped over them as they took part
in A Chocolate Affair fundraiser for the
Janice Mason Art Museum.
“Who doesn’t like chocolate?” asked

Jean Martin, a member of  the art mu-
seum’s board. “We thought it would be a
good idea because we knew everyone likes
chocolate and it’s not every day you get to
dress up and go out to support the arts.”
The Chocolate Affair, now in its fifth

year, is one of  the two spring fundraisers
for the museum and replaced a golf  tour-
nament.
“When I got here they used to do a golf

tournament but when it was brought up
no one was excited,” Martin said. “Then
someone mentioned having a chocolate
event and everyone lit up. The enthusiasm
was palpable.”
This year’s event showcased more than

20 versions of  chocolate treats ranging

from chocolate apricots to bourbon balls
to white chocolate fudge. All items were
donated by 21 volunteers, including the
silent auction of  a custom cake donated by
Elizabeth Cata of  A Piece of  Cake. Many
of  the volunteers worked for weeks in ad-
vance preparing for the event which had
two times, 4 and 6:30 p.m.
“This is the first year for the early ses-

sion,” Martin said. “In the past we’ve had
it at 6, 7 and 8 p.m. but last year we had a
few people who said they didn’t like to
drive home in the dark so we tried a 4 p.m.
start.”
More than 100 people attended the event

which featured a main room well dressed
and well occupied as it contained the ma-
jority of  the sweets, a room serving two
types of  moscato and a sitting room where
guitarist Jon Prudhomme filled the air
with music as guest enjoyed each other’s
company.
“It’s a beautiful home to have it in and

we are appreciative of  it,” said former
board vice president Bryan Blaylock. “And
there is a nice variety of  chocolates and
that’s always good.”

MONICA K. SMITH is the community editor for the New Era. She can be
reached at 270-887-3243 or msmith@kentuckynewera.com

Chocolate warms up a cold day during art museum fundraiser

The sweet life
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second part of Jo Ann
Knout’s series about people who have suffered tragedies
and survived.

CADIZ, Ky. — On Oct. 7 1992,
Mary and Bobbie Light watched as
a drunk driver hit the car ahead of
them head-on. The car was carry-
ing their son, Roger, and his wife,
Brenda, along with their grand-
children, Dustin, 10, and Shea, 6.
Bobbie got out of  the car and

walked ahead. When Mary saw
Bobbie again he was being half
carried by two men.
“Mary, it’s Roger and Brenda,”

he said weakly. “Don’t know about
the kids.”
Roger, who was 34, and Brenda,

35, both died that Wednesday
evening. 
“Roger was a Sunday school

teacher and a song leader,” Mary
said. “He was leading the church
in music and 45 minutes later …
he was dead.”
Dustin and Shea, who were

sleeping in the back seat, were se-
verely injured. In the days that fol-
lowed, the family raced back and
forth, from spending time with the
injured children to planning the
parents’ funeral. 
“It wasn’t just ‘Go home and

grieve,’” Roger’s sister, Sharon
Hooks said. “We had things to do.
We had children to take care of  —
to raise.”
Mary handled the death of  her

son by focusing on her grandchil-
dren.
“They would have wanted to go

together,” Mary said of  Roger and
Brenda. “I tried to cope. The Lord
knew best. The children kept me
busy. It’s kinda what pulled me
through. If  I had been left by my
lonesome self, I don’t know if  I
could have done it.”
Mary and Bobbie took turns

with Brenda’s parents — Johnnie
and Charlie Jones, of  Princeton —
staying in the hospital with the
children. Sharon drove back and
forth from Paducah to Nashville,
Tenn., where the children were
being treated, to help out.
Shea suffered a broken leg, bro-

ken facial bones and had to un-
dergo reconstructive surgery.
After she was released, she went
home with Johnnie and Charlie.
Dustin was hospitalized with a
head injury and was not expected
to live. 
“It was 21 days before he opened

his eyes,” Mary recalled. “At Lour-
des, we used little adding problems
and fishing games to help him
learn. We had to do everything for
him.”
Dustin was at Vanderbilt Uni-

versity Medical Center for five
weeks and then sent to Lourdes
Hospital in Paducah for five weeks
of  therapy.
“I had to learn everything all

over again,” Dustin recalled of  his
recovery.
Shea said the hardest thing for

her during the recovery was her
brother being hurt.
“Dustin was having a difficult

time,” she said. “He would pull
away from people. I would cling to
family and friends.”
After Dustin was released from

the hospital, he and Shea went to
live with Sharon and her husband,
Larry. They had children close to
the same age as Dustin and Shea,
which helped with the adjustment.
“The Lord helps you,” Sharon

explained. “I’m a Christian. I have
to depend on Him. Life goes on.
You try to fill in, do what you need
to do. You can’t just sit around and
moan and groan when you have
children to raise. You have to go
on.”
Now, 20 years later, the thing

Shea misses most about losing her
parents is they didn’t see her grad-
uate, marry or witness any of  the
major life events.
“I want my parents to be proud

of  me,” she explained. “Mom and
dad wanted the best for us. They
pushed us in school. My mom was
very active in school. When I got
out of  school, I already knew what

I wanted to do.”
Now a fourth-grade teacher in

Trigg County, Shea tries to comfort
children in her class who are going
through a hard time. She remem-
bers her fears and used her par-
ents’ early guidance in pushing
her to excel.
Dustin and Shea inherited

Light’s Wholesale Plumbing and
Electrical store in Cadiz, which
was originally owned by their
grandfather, Bobbie. Sharon is the
official manager of  the store.
Dustin still works at the family

store.
“The store had a big impact on

my recovery,” Dustin said. “That’s
why I used work to get me through
everything and I’ve always stayed
in church.”
Dustin added, “I miss having

someone like dad or grandpa to go
to … and I would like the store to

be run just like he ran it.”
His grandfather’s words how-

ever got Dustin through the hard
times and guide him today.
“I picked up a lot of  the things

grandpa taught me,” he said.
“Keep your eyes on the Lord. Keep
everything straight. I always try to
look forward for better opportuni-
ties.”
“It’s devastating to lose a son,”

Mary said. “Bad, but during every-
thing, I said it was the Lord’s will.
I don’t understand now, but some-
day will know.”

JO ANN KNOUT is a freelance writer from Cadiz. 
Reach her editor at 270-887-3235 
or editor@kentuuckynewera.com. 

Patrons of the Chocolate Affair fundraiser for the Janice Mason Art Museum gather around a smorgasbord of chocolates Saturday at the Fairholme historical house in Cadiz.

Jon Prudhomme plays the guitar as guests take a moment to enjoy various chocolates and each other’s compa-
ny during the Chocolate Affair fundraiser for the Janice Mason Art Museum.

LIFE GOES ON ...
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Light family overcomes death and injuries with faith, family, work
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(Left to right) Roger, Brenda, Dustin and Shea Light are shown in a family photo before a
car wreck that claimed the lives of Roger and his wife, Brenda. 
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Sharon Light, manager, and Dustin Light
help a customer find something at Light’s
Wholesale Plumbing & Electrical Supply
store. 


