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Voting to
seed is still
the right
thing to do
Afew minutes after the Dis-

trict 8 boys’ basketball
coaches surprised every-

one by unanimously voting to use
a seed format to decide the 2013
district tournament bracket Fri-
day morning, one of  the coaches
turned to me and said, “Well, I
guess you got what you wanted.”
It is no secret that I favor the

seed format. After all, this is the
15th time I have written a column
about their decision in 17 years. 
Personally, I think a district

tournament should be decided
based on how a team fares during
the regular season. The best team
should play the
worst team based
on their perform-
ance in district
games during the
season. 
I don’t think it’s

fair that a team
goes 6-0 in the dis-
trict and draws a
team that went 4-2
while the 0-6 and
2-4 team play in
the other bracket.
All that does is
guarantee that
one of  the better
teams in the re-
gion won’t have a
chance to play in
the region tournament. 
But it really doesn’t matter

what I think. These coaches, no
matter who they have been in the
last 17 years, do what they want
based on how good they think
their team will be next season – or
how good someone else may be.
The only school in District 8

who should be in favor of  the
draw is Fort Campbell. The Fal-
cons have played in the region
tournament only twice in their
history. They are perennially the
district doormat and the draw
gives them a 67 percent chance
they will not see the top team.
That’s why Fort Campbell coach

John Cunningham’s casual
“seed” response to the question in
last Friday’s meeting not only
shocked everyone in the room, but
also drew my respect. Cunning-
ham is the first Fort Campbell
basketball representative who
ever voted in favor of  the seed.
His reason was simple. He

thinks it’s unfair to draw even if
that means his team will play the
best most years.
By seeding, coaches  also are

giving fans of  high school bas-
ketball 12 special treats each sea-
son. These four teams will have
to play each other twice and
each meeting will mean some-
thing. That makes the rivalries
more intense and the atmos-
phere at these games more fun. 
It would have been easy for

Christian County’s Tyler Smith-
hart to stay with the Colonels’
vote from a year before Friday.
Had he said draw, it’s a sure
thing that University Heights
Academy’s Randy McCoy would
have voted to draw and it would
have been a 2-2 tie, thus forcing
the district to use the same for-
mat they are using this year.
McCoy called seeding, “good

for high school basketball.” He
may never have been so right. 
Congratulations gentlemen. You

did the right thing for all of  us.
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Hoptown
swimmers
advance
to State

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

A disappointing day Saturday
for the Hopkinsville High School
swimming team turned a little
happier Sunday.
Although the Tigers had no au-

tomatic qualifiers at the Western
Kentucky Regional Swim Meet
Saturday, they learned that sev-
eral of  their swimmers earned at-
large bids to the state swim meet
Feb. 25-27 in Louisville.
“I’m tickled to death for these

kids,” Hoptown coach Keith Mar-
quess said. “They have worked re-
ally hard and they are being
rewarded for that hard work.
They are taking 32 (to state) now
and that helped us.”
Hoptown’s Grey Campbell and

John Morgan Francis earned a
pair of  at-large bids. Campbell
will swim in the 50- and 100-yard

freestyle events
based on his times
at the regional
meet. Francis
qualified in the
200- and 100-yard
freestyle events.
In addition,

Campbell and
Francis are part
of  the 200- and 400-
freestyle relay

teams who will swim at the state
meet. The other two members of
those teams include Nick Monte-
jos and Austin Mason.
Meanwhile, the Lady Tigers’

200-yard freestyle relay team of
Zena Maddux, Jenna Snyder,
Michaela Langi and Nikki
Shouse earned an at-large bid to
the state meet.
Shouse also will swim in the

100-yard breaststroke at the state
meet.
Bowling Green won the overall

region championship, taking
both the boys’ and girls’ titles.
Greenwood was second. Hop-
kinsville’s boys’ finished seventh
and the Lady Tigers took eighth.
“We are just so young,” Mar-

quess said. “I was really proud of
the way they swam. Some of
them had never been in that level
of  competition. It was a good
learning experience for us.” 

Marquess

Tigers roll
past Storm
in hoops

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

The Hopkinsville Tigers
jumped out to a 21-8 lead and
rolled past visiting Hopkins
County Central 73-53 Saturday
night In a boys’ high school bas-
ketball game.
Jordan Majors scored 18 points

and Trey Edwards added 14 for
the Tigers, who improved to 25-2
on the season.
The Tigers led by 32 points in

the second half  before using their
reserves.
Freshman Jaqualis Matlock

scored 12 points, grabbed 13 re-

REGION 1 WRESTLING TOURNAMENT
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Christian County’s J.J. Killebrew (left) tries to get a better hold on Union County’s Trae Blackwell in their 113-pound fi-
nals match at the Region 1 Wrestling Tournament Saturday at Caldwell County High School. Blackwell is a former Uni-
versity Heights Academy grappler.

Can’t catch Union
Braves win 9th straight region title;
CCHS takes 2nd, FCHS finishes 4th
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University Heights Academy’s Colton Hall (top) wrestles against Fort Campbell’s
Josh Green during a 145-pound division match on Saturday afternoon. Mean-
while, Christian County’s Asa Odoms (above) takes down an opponent during a
consolation bracket match.

When:Wednesday
Where:Cape Giradeau, Mo.

Time: 7 p.m.
On the air: Radio: WFGS-FM

(103.7), 6:30 p.m.

Murray St. 
at SEMO

Murray State routs APSU
MURRAY, Ky. (AP) —

Murray State bounced
back perfectly after be-
coming the last team in Di-
vision I to lose this season.
Isaiah Canaan had 23

points and six assists and
No. 9 Murray State re-
bounded to beat Austin
Peay 82-62 on Saturday
night.
Ivan Aska and Jewuan

Long added 12 points each
for the Racers (24-1, 12-1

Ohio Valley Conference),
who fell to Tennessee State
on Thursday night for
their first loss.
“It always feels good to

win and it just so hap-
pened to be a big rivalry
after a tough loss, so they
just got the worst of  it,”
Canaan said. “They did a
great job of  trying to come
out and trying to give us a
run for our money there at
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PRINCETON, Ky. —
Union County had seven in-
dividual champions Satur-
day and rolled to its ninth
straight Region 1 wrestling
championship at Caldwell
County High School.
The Braves won the first

five championship matches
on the way to 322.5 points to
easily win the title. Chris-
tian County (174.5) was sec-
ond, followed by Ohio
County (140), Fort Camp-
bell (133) and University
Heights Academy (106).
Host Caldwell County

was sixth with 100 points.
Trigg County took eighth
with 90.5 points and Hop-
kinsville was ninth with
87.5 points.
The Braves dominated

the two-day tournament.
Not only did they have
seven titlists, but had three
runners-up.
University Heights Acad-

emy’s Cameron Mont-
gomery improved to 26-3
on the season when he de-
feated Union’s Jake
Risinger by fall at 2:24.
“Cameron is only the

third UHA wrestler to win
a region championship,”
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PREP
Girls’ Basketball

CHRISTIAN  CO.
AT APOLLO 7:30 P.M.
FORT CAMPBELL
AT TODD CO. CENT. 6 P.M.

PREP
Boys’ Basketball

FORT CAMPBELL
AT TODD CO. CENT. 7:30 P.M.
SOUTH HAVEN
AT HCA 7 P.M.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

SYRACUSE
AT LOUISVILLE 6 P.M.
KANSAS
AT KANSAS ST. 8 P.M.

NBA

L.A. CLIPPERS
AT DALLAS 7:30 P.M.
MIAMI
AT MILWAUKEE 7 P.M.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

LOUISVILLE 77
WEST VIRGINIA 74
WESTERN KENTUCKY 77
TROY 83

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

KENTUCKY 69
VANDERBILT 63
TENNESSEE 75
FLORIDA 70

TODAY’S GAMES TOP SCORES

SEE REGION, PAGE B3

Kentucky wins
17th straight, tips
Vanderbilt       B2

Mickelson claims
Pebble Beach 
championship       B3


