
OBITUARIES A2
LOTTERY A3
LOCAL/STATE A4
OPINION A10
SCRAPBOOK A11
WEATHER, ASK AMY A12
PENNYRILE B4
TV B5
HONOR ROLL B6
COMICS B8
CLASSIFIEDS B10

INDEX WHO WE ARE: Emanuel Wilson, 43, Trenton
Emanuel Wilson volunteers

from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day
at Coffee Connection down-
town. 

Wilson is also an associate
minister at Churchill Baptist
Church. He leads worship and
teaches Sunday school. Work-
ing at the coffee shop, he
said, has offered many oppor-
tunities to minister to people. 

“This is a good avenue be-

cause I get
the chance
to talk to
people and
witness to
people,”
Wilson said.
“I can do it
in a Chris-
tian atmosphere.” 

Wilson grew up in Hop-
kinsville and graduated from

Hopkinsville High School in
1987. After graduating, he
moved to Indianapolis where
he worked as a teacher and
mortician. He moved back to
Hopkinsville recently to be
closer to his family. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera

MORE INSIDE
Looking the part
King and Queen of Hearts
crowned during pageant.

LOCAL A6-A7

Music icon dies
Singer Whitney Houston
dies at age 48.
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Chocolate
Affair raises
money for
museum
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Cols take 2nd
at Region 1
wrestling meet
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Good students
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COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
n

Shepherds of students

BY MONICA K. SMITH 
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

Sitting together, they talk
like old friends. One shares
how she met her husband
while the other exclaims how
she never heard the story.
Though their personal lives
may have their closeness, it’s
their professional lives in the
education field that stand out.

‘Education found me’
“When we were in school,

teaching was the profession,”
said Demetria Choice, princi-
pal at Hopkinsville High
School. “It was highly valued.
African-American teachers in
the community were all well-
respected.”
“Growing up, education was

one of  the fields minorities
could be in and we were en-
couraged to go into that field,”
said Ruth Lynch, the minority
teacher recruiter for the Chris-
tian County public school dis-
trict.
Both Choice and Lynch said

that, as children, education was
encouraged in black societies. 
“When you think back, it

was against the law to teach
African-American slaves to
read,” Choice said. “I think it
instilled in our parents to teach
children that if  they want to be
somebody or go somewhere,
you have to get an education.”
Lynch said she always knew

the education field was the
route she wanted to go for her
career. Her parents were both
in the medical field, but she
had a cousin and a grandfather
who were both high school
principals. She studied to be a

preschool teacher in college
but never got her teaching cer-
tificate.
“I took on several jobs after

college and, at one point, was
an instructional aid at Fort
Campbell, Christian County
schools and at Head Start,”
Lynch said. “It was harder
than teaching. So I got an en-
dorsement to be a certified
teacher.”
For eight years Lynch taught

third- and fourth-graders be-
fore becoming a minority
teacher recruiter. 
On the opposite side of  the

fence, Choice said she never
thought she would be working
in education.
“My parents were both

teachers so I didn’t want to be
one,” Choice said. “Education
found me.”
Choice said she began as an

Upward Bound counselor serv-
ing three high schools at
Northern Kentucky Univer-
sity.
“That program helps first-

generation college students,”
Choice explained. “I prepared
them to get in, to go, and
helped them be successful in
college. For some reason,
everyone thought I worked
well with kids.”
After that experience,

Choice got into teaching. Prior
to serving in Hopkinsville, she
worked as the principal at an
alternative school in northern
Kentucky. The program
worked with students who
were behind in their school
work. 
“Students who get behind

get frustrated and that leads

Two women say education
is the stairway to success

BY MONICA K. SMITH
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

Igave you a warning at the end of  Janu-ary, but did you listen? Nope. Now here
we are and you have 24 hours and noth-

ing to show for a Valentine’s Day gift.
(Sigh)
Well have no fear, I am here to help you

because I am kind and benevolent and I
have hopes that my dear boyfriend will
read this and remember that Valentine’s
Day is Tuesday.
So here are some quick last-minute

ideas that will win you
points in the areas that
count.

Dinner
n Harper House will be

open on Valentine’s Day.
They may have some ta-
bles open so call and
make your reservation
now. Like right now. Go.
Hurry.
n Chocolate Lovers Buf-

fet at Ms. Ann’s Restau-
rant & Tea Room. Tickets are $25 per
person. It is a reservation-only kind of
dinner so again, make your reservations
now. 
n At home: If  you don’t know how to

cook, you are in luck. You can stop by the
grocery store and buy ready-made meals.
Or get the frozen meals and make them
quickly. Then sprinkle salt and some
cheese around where the food is cooking
so it looks like you made it from scratch.
Grab some candles and have dinner for
two. 

Movies
n For him: The movie “Chronicle”

opened topping the box office with its
story about teens who gain special pow-
ers. Or if  you want to plan something for
the weekend, “Ghost Rider: Sprit of
Vengeance” opens Friday.
n For her: “The Vow” is a romantic film

starring Rachel McAdams as a wife who
loses her memory in an accident. Her hus-
band, played by Channing Tatum, fights to
rekindle their love. If  planning for this

SOMETHING SPARKLY
n

So you waited
until the last
minute ...

MONICA K.
SMITH n

SEE SPARKLY, PAGE A8

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA
Demetria Choice (left), principal at Hopkinsville High School,
and Ruth Lynch, the minority teacher recruiter for the Chris-
tian County school district, both agree their roles as educa-
tors extend past academic instruction to include being men-
tors and role models for students.SEE EDUCATION, PAGE A8

BY DAVID SNOW
FOR THE NEW ERA

Pembroke Volunteer Fire Department 24,
Fraternal Order of  Police 10. That’s the
short version.
However, the score is hardly the story at

all. As one idiom almost put it, the donkey
is in the details.
The two organizations played each other

in a game of  donkey basketball in front of  a
capacity crowd at the Pembroke Ruritan
Community Center gymnasium on Satur-
day. Fans cheered the players — and some-
times the donkeys as they bucked, lurched
and stood their ground at inopportune
times to the frustration of  the players and
the entertainment of  the spectators.
Throughout the game, players pulled,

pushed, fell off  and occasionally rode their
donkeys to the amusement of  the more
than 500 people who filled the grandstand
bleachers, the seating on the stage and the
folding chairs that circled the court.
“It usually is (a good turnout),” Pembroke

Ruritan secretary Alton Slaughter said.
“We fill the gym every year we have it.”

Proceeds from all Pembroke Ruritan
fundraisers, including the donkey basket-
ball game, go toward Ruritan projects, not
the least of  which includes the mainte-
nance and repair of  the Pembroke Ruritan
Community Center, formerly the Pembroke
School, located at the intersection of
Nashville Road (U.S. Highway 41) and Pem-
broke-Oak Grove Road (Ky. Highway 115).
The Pembroke Ruritan Community Cen-

ter houses activities for local youth, from
basketball games and club volleyball
matches to academic events for Pembroke
Elementary School.
James Tonner of  Buckeye Donkey Ball of

Orient, Ohio — which provided the don-
keys, basketball and helmets — served as
the game’s referee and went over the rules
of  donkey basketball with the players be-
fore the game.
The rules are fairly simple: The teams

played four nine-minute quarters with a 15-
minute halftime. Each team has four players
on the court at a time, and the players must
maintain contact with their donkeys’ reins.
Players are required to ride their donkeys

as much as possible, which was easier for

some than others. Players must be riding
their donkeys to take a shot. Three-point
baskets are allowed, but as Tonner told the
players, “all six feet must be behind the line
for it to count.”

Players attempting to block a shot must
also be riding their donkeys, or the basket
is counted and the defensive player is

Ruritan’s fundraiser a slam dunk-ey

DAVID SNOW | FOR THE NEW ERA

Nothing good can happen when the donkey’s back feet leave the floor, as Bruce Jenkins of the Pembroke Vol-
unteer Fire Department found out during a donkey basketball game Saturday at Pembroke Ruritan Communi-
ty Center gymnasium.

SEE DONKEY, PAGE A8


