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The

THRILL IN THE ‘VILLE II

Republican Paul RyanDemocrat Joe Biden

(AP) — At odds early and
often, Joe Biden and Repub-
lican Paul Ryan squabbled
over the economy, taxes,
Medicare and more Thurs-
day night in a contentious,
interruption-filled debate.
“That is a bunch of
malarkey,” the vice presi-
dent retorted after a particu-

larly tough Ryan attack on
the administration’s foreign
policy.

“I know you’re under a lot
of duress to make up for lost
ground, but I think people
would be better served if we
don’t interrupt each other,”
Ryan later scolded his rival,
referring to Democratic

pressure on Biden to make
up for President Barack
Obama’s listless perform-
ance in last week’s debate
with Mitt Romney.

There was nothing listless
this time as the 69-year-old
Biden sat next to the 42-year
old Wisconsin congressman
on a stage at Centre College

in Danville.
Nearly 90 minutes after

the initial disagreement over
foreign policy, the two men
were still at it, clashing
sharply over rival ap-
proaches to reducing federal
deficits.

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Hundreds of people gather Thursday night on the lawn to watch the vice-presidential debate at Centre College. Centre President John
A. Roush is shown on the big screen before the debate.

Spin alley provides the
punctuation mark for debate
Even a political

junkie like me
can admit there’s

something counterintu-
itive about going to a
place called “spin alley”
to get the straight
story on a serious
political debate.
Without a seat for a
vice-presidential
debate promoted
like a boxing match
ursday at Centre
College, it became
my main event.

For the uniniti-
ated — count my-
self among them until
ursday — spin alley is
the room you see all of
the networks and cable
stations broadcasting
from immediately after a
debate. In this case, the
spin took place on a bas-
ketball floor in Alumni
Gymnasium.

U.S. Sen. John une
or Maryland Gov. Martin
O’Malley aren’t house-
hold names now, but
today’s debate flacks are
tomorrow’s presidential

or vice-presidential
hopefuls. Although
Republican darlings
like Chris Christie
and Marco Rubio
didn’t make the trip
as many speculated
they might, plenty of
the best minds,
mouths and execu-
tive branch-ready
haircuts from each

party were tapped to act
as surrogates for the
campaigns.

e surrogates are
trailed by students carry-
ing tall signs with the
names of the surrogates
printed on them. Re-

Centre
hits a
home
run 

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

Centre College officials
had a head start on cracking
satisfied smiles by the time
the vice-presidential debate
hit the airwaves ursday
night.

e college grounds
slowly filled with people as
anticipation built through-
out a clear, crisp day and
more more people took in
the debate festival and the
live filming of MSNBC’s
broadcasts. Quick polling
showed a big win for the col-
lege.

Richard Trollinger, co-
chairman of the debate
steering committee, said he
realized early on ursday
afternoon that the incessant
lists he had been making for
almost a year were no longer
needed. ere was nothing
left but the debate itself.

Trollinger said things
went off virtually glitch-free.

“Earlier, one of the de-
bate’s executive producers
Marty Slutsky stopped me
and said, ‘How do you come
up with a perfect autumn
day? And it is so gosh darn
happy around here,” said
Trollinger.

e vice-presidential de-
bate likely will stay in the
headlines for at least a week
until the next presidential
debate, but the event likely
will resonate for even longer
at Centre.

“I’m so proud of our fac-
ulty, staff and students for
bringing this all together,”
said Centre President John
Roush, who along with his
wife Susie has now been

Atmosphere
low-key in
Speakers
Park area
By TODD KLEFFMAN

tkleffman@amnews.com

Robert Kuntz drove up
from Miami Beach to Centre
College in hopes of stirring
up a little trouble with his
anti-Obama, pro-Israel
rants and raves.

“I was here to get every-
one enraged, but nobody
even yelled at me,” Kuntz
said ursday afternoon
after his turn at the micro-
phone at Speakers Park, the
area set up at Centre’s prac-
tice football field for anyone
and everyone to speak their
piece during the vice-presi-
dential debate. 

Nobody shouted down
Kuntz, who represents
Shalom International, be-
cause hardly anyone was
there. e few folding chairs
set up in front of the stage
stayed mostly empty all af-
ternoon. ere were more
Kentucky State Police troop-
ers on hand to keep the
peace than active listeners
for most speakers. 

“It’s been pretty much
low-key like this all day,”
said Trooper C.S. Dixon.
“ere just hasn’t been
much going on.”

Representatives of the 20
or so groups who signed up
to spread their messages
suspected that it was by de-
sign that the crowd was so
thin. e location set up for
free speech, off of Russell
Street on the back side of the
campus, was so far removed
from the heart of debate ac-
tivities it almost required a
map and hiking boots to get
there.

“It’s more than a mile
back to the debate festival,”
said Lee Ann Paynter of
Danville, a member of Ken-

Hundreds of debate volunteers step up to help
By KENDRA PEEK

kpeek@amnews.com

Area residents and Centre
College students and
alumni stepped up their ef-
forts to make ursday’s
vice-presidential debate
successful. About 500 volun-

teers worked the event.
“We’ve had an over-

whelming response from
volunteers,” said Mandy
Prather, director of market-
ing and development at the
college’s Norton Center for
the Arts. 

Most were wearing yellow

volunteer shirts, which
helped brand them with the
Centre name and made
them easily recognizable. 

For many, the work was
done simply out of pride.

“It’s a really good honor.
I’m very proud,” said Centre
senior Abigail Patterson of

Richmond, Va. She was one
of the student volunteers
who answered the call, after
receiving word that the
school was seeking volun-
teers. Patterson said she
wanted to be involved with
the event in any way possi-
ble.

“It’s a great opportunity to
do something that doesn’t
come around every day,” she
said.

Hallie Boyd, a Centre stu-
dent from Asheville, N.C.,
also volunteered. “It’s
ridiculous, because Centre
is usually a small place,

quiet,” she said, explaining
that she meant this in a good
way, as the campus had
come alive with activity
leading up to ursday
night’s event.

“I love it. It’s very exciting,

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Spin alley comes alive with action after Thursday night’s vice-pres-
idential debate at Centre College. It is the room where all of the net-
works and cable stations broadcast from immediately after a debate.

David Brock
dbrock@

amnews.com

Biden, Ryan go at each other on everything
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Pick 3: 0-3-9
Pick 4: 1-8-9-1
EVENING

Pick 3: 3-5-5
Pick 4: 6-6-9-7
Powerball: 

18-26-29-35-43
Powerball 28

Cash Ball: 10-21-24-31
Cash Ball 5

Kicker 0-8-9-8-0
5 Card Cash: 

H, 4H, 6C, 10S, KD

n Twitter, Google offer VP stats — A3
n Debate Festival invades Old Centre lawn — A3
n Politico hosts forum at arts center — A3
n Students meet in virtual town hall forum — A2


