
1) Net all rebates to dealer, Excludes tax, title, license & $399 doc fee. +) Closed end leases are with $0 cap cost reduction, 12K miles/year, security deposit waived; excludes tax & license; first month payment, tax & license only due at signing. *MPG is EPA HWY estimate. Offers expire September 30, 2012.

Hyundai of Nicholasville
3035 Lexington Rd., Nicholasville
Just 2 minutes south of Brannon Crossing

www.HyundaiofNicholasville.com
859-885-1000

NEW 2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

#H0017

$16,994!1

MSRP $18,720
SAVE -$1,726

40 MPG!*

$206/month
36 Month Lease+
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SPORTS CARDS WIN AFTER LONG 
DELAY ; YANKS-TIGERS 
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Turfway lets Churchill have September dates
DOW: 13,557.00 5.22
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Almost all freshman quar-
terbacks are enigmas wrapped 
in puzzles, covered in uni-
forms and helmets.

Kentucky’s Jalen Whitlow 
is no exception.

Thrown into emergency 
duty early in UK’s Sept. 29  
game against South Carolina, 
the freshman quarterback 
was poised and managed to 
complete more than half his 
passes  for 
114 yards.

He moved 
the offense, 
specifically in 
the first half.

In the past 
two games, 
after getting 
nearly every 
practice repe-
tition at  quar-
terback  with 
both  Max-
wel l  Smith 
and Patrick 
Towles out 
with ankle 
i n j u r i e s , 
Whitlow has 
struggled .

A g a i n s t 
Miss i ss ipp i 
S t at e  a n d 
Arkansas, he 
went a com-
bined 12-for-31 for 156 yards. 
In his most recent game 
against the Razorbacks, he 
completed only two of his 10 
pass attempts for 83 yards, in 
a game shortened because of 
bad weather.

Without his last pass of the 
game, a 61-yard touchdown to 
La’Rod King, he would have 
managed to throw for just 22 
yards.

Is Whitlow regressing?
“It seems like we were 

farther away from executing 
them correctly last week than 
we were two weeks ago,” of-
fensive coordinator Randy 
Sanders said. “We’re trying 
to figure out why that is. Is it 
what the defense is doing or 
are those concepts not click-
ing in his brain or what do we 
need to do?”

Sanders said last week he 
worried that two intercep-
tions thrown by the freshman 
against the Gamecocks had 
gotten in Whitlow’s head.

“I think that could be part 
of it, but I don’t know,” Sand-
ers said. “I wish I knew the 
answer to it. If I did, I could 
fix it right away. But it’s one 
of the things we’re trying 
to fix. There’s a number of 
things we’re trying to fix. 
There’s nothing I’ve been able 
to put my finger on.”

Whitlow admitted Wednes-
day that he’s struggling to  un-
derstand his passing problems 
as well.

“I don’t know,” he said 
when asked about his trouble 

LEARNING ON FLY IN 
SEC A TOUGH TASK

By Jennifer Smith
jsmith3@herald-leader.com

Patience 
necessary 

for QB 
Whitlow

Kentucky Coach John Cali-
pari appeared to say Wednes-
day that the NCAA had ruled 
star freshman Nerlens Noel 
eligible to play this season. 

The implication was that an 
NCAA review into Noel’s 
background as a highly rated 
basketball prospect had been 
completed.

NCAA spokesman Bob 
Williams would neither con-

firm nor deny that the review 
of Noel’s eligibility remained 
active.

“Is everything buttoned 
up and the whole matter is 
closed?” Williams said. “I 
can’t verify that.”

During an appearance on 
ESPN’s SportsCenter, Calipari 

seemed to suggest the NCAA 
had made a ruling on Noel.  
“He’s been cleared to prac-

NCAA OFFICIAL WOULDN’T SAY CASE CLOSED 

Noel cleared to play ‘as of today’
By Jerry Tipton

jtipton@herald-leader.com 

Visit our Web site for all the latest on the Wildcats.
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Nerlens Noel’s
unofficial 

visits were 
reportedly 

under NCAA 
scrutiny.

UK FOOTBALL

Marcus Lee soared up the recruiting rankings after an impressive showing on the summer circuit. 
“He wanted to go to a place where he could be challenged,” said his AAU coach, Gary Franklin.

D. ROSS CAMERON | SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Marcus Lee didn’t follow 
the same recruiting road to 
Kentucky as some of his fu-
ture teammates.

Lee wasn’t always a highly 
touted prospect. He didn’t 
join one of the country’s top 
AAU programs at a young 
age. Until last month, he 
didn’t even have a scholarship 
offer from UK. 

But on Wednesday, Lee sat 
at a table in his high school 
gym in Antioch, Calif., and 
said he would be a Wildcat.

Gary Franklin, the founder 
of the California Supreme 
AAU program, remembers the 
first time he saw Lee play. 

It was just last season, 
and Lee was a junior at Deer 
Valley High School. Franklin 

showed up to see if he was 
good enough to play for his 
squad.

The 6-foot-9 power forward 
made quite the first impres-
sion, recording a triple-double 
that included 11 blocks.

“The way he protected 
the rim and ran the floor, re-
bounding the basketball. He 
did a lot of different things,” 
Franklin said. “What was in-
triguing about him was his 
size and his athleticism.

“I said, ‘We’ve gotta have 

Cats land 
fast-rising 

forward
CALIFORNIAN LEE EAGER TO TEAM UP 

WITH OTHER TOP RECRUITS AT UK
By Ben Roberts

broberts@herald-leader.com

ukrecruiting.bloginky.com: Follow 
the progress and college choices 
of UK’s top basketball recruits

NEXT CATS

After watching the first 
30-minute installment of 
ESPN’s All-Access Kentucky 
on Wednesday night, my wife 
had just one question.

“I want to know what’s in 
that salad?”

That would be the salad 

in the 75-cent Tupperware 
container UK Coach John 
Calipari takes with him 
on recruiting trips. It’s the 
salad Calipari said his wife, 
Ellen, makes especially for 
such trips and then packs in 
the same plastic container 
the coach joked he will hear 
about when he returns home 
if he forgets and leaves said 
container on that private 
plane.

‘ALL-ACCESS’ DEBUT A BIG BLUE COMMERCIAL

ESPN shows Cats 
enjoying salad days

Jalen Whitlow
has gone 12-for-
31 passing for 

156 yards in his 
past two games 

after a fast 
start against 

South Carolina.

SATURDAY
Georgia at 
Kentucky
When: 7 p.m.

TV: FS South

11TH REGION HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL Henry Clay’s 
Hallie Shelton 
hit the ball 
toward 
Dunbar block-
ers Gabbi 
Thatcher (2) 
and Alyssa 
Gatewood.

TIM WEBB 

BEREA — Before Henry 
Clay took on Paul Laurence 
Dunbar in the 11th Region 
volleyball  semifinals on 
Wednesday night, the Blue 
Devils got amped up and 

ready to roll.
“We were all jumping 

around, listening to music 
and getting hyped,” junior 
hitter Elle Barnett said. “We 
wanted to really bring it.”

Hyped-up Devils burn Dunbar
By Mike Fields

mfields@herald-leader.com

See NOEL, C3

Cats No. 3: Kentucky third behind 
Indiana and Louisville in USA 
Today pre-season poll. Page C2

See WHITLOW, C3

See RECRUIT, C3

See CLAY, C2

See VOLLEYBALL, C4

11TH REGION FINALS
Henry Clay vs. Tates Creek
When: Thursday, 6:30 p.m.

Where: Madison Southern High 
School

JOHN
CLAY
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