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Preparing for this Olympics is
different for Kerri Walsh because
this time she has two kids tagging
along on her training.

The U.S. beach volleyball star
now has a son for each of her
Olympic gold medals. Although
she brings Joey and Sundance
along for tournaments and train-
ing whenever possible, when she
does have to leave them behind
it’s an emotional struggle that she
didn’t have when training for
Athens or Beijing.

“It’s a whole different world,”
said Walsh, who’s married to fel-
low beach volleyball pro Casey
Jennings. “Joey understands that
when Mommy and Daddy go to
work, we have to go to the beach.
And we always have to wear sun-
screen. They’ve been really good
sports.”

Walsh and teammate Misty
May-Treanor won the gold medal
in Athens in 2004 and were on
their way to another win in 2008
when they announced at the
Olympics that they would be tak-
ing time off afterward to start fam-
ilies. Walsh got right to it: She says
Joey, who is about to turn 3, was
conceived after she won the gold
medal but before she and Jennings
returned home from Beijing. 

Walsh took less than three
months off before returning to the
domestic pro tour, but soon after,
she was pregnant again. Sundance
– yes, the name is from “Butch
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid” –
arrived less than a year after his
brother. 

“Life has changed in the best
way,” Walsh said in a recent tele-
phone interview to announce her
participation in the P&G “Thank
you, Mom” campaign. “The
babies are the next generation. I
want them to have everything I
had and more.”

For now, though, Walsh has to
concentrate on London.

After spending much of the past
four years playing separately –
Walsh had two pregnancies to deal
with, and May-Treanor tore her
Achilles’ tendon in 2008 while
rehearsing for “Dancing with the
Stars” – they reunited last year. The
two-year Olympic qualifying peri-

od ends in June, but May-Treanor
and Walsh are expected to easily
amass enough points on the inter-
national pro tour to earn one of the
two spots for U.S. women’s teams. 

“Two years is a significant
amount of time to take off,” said
Walsh, who is trying for her fourth
Olympics, having also gone to the
Sydney Games in 2000 as a mem-
ber of the U.S. indoor volleyball
team that finished fourth. “The
game changes every single year.
Our main problem was our
rhythm. If you have rhythm, you
have confidence. We just didn’t
have that this year.”

With their history of success,
Walsh and May-Treanor will be
among the medal favorites in Lon-
don. They’re already fan favorites
for the American TV audience that
remembers May-Treanor sprin-
kling her mother’s ashes in the
sand before the gold medal match-
es in Athens and Beijing.

Since joining the ranks of moth-
erhood, Walsh has added P&G as
a sponsor. She’s helping with the
campaign that will raise money for
youth sports programs and pay the
travel costs for more than 800
mothers of U.S. Olympians and
Paralympians. The company has
also come out with patriotic prod-
ucts, like the stars and stripes Pam-
pers that Walsh is already dressing
her sons in to get them into the
Olympic spirit.

By LYNN ELBER
The Associated Press

Why settle for one great mom
when, as any TV viewer knows,
you can adopt a series of them? 

Here’s five of the best, from the
demure 1950s version to the free-
wheeling 21st-century incarnation.
These fictional moms may have set
the bar high for generations of real
ones, but they did something in
return: kept families entertained so
they’d give mom a break, if only
until the next commercial. No
Mother’s Day card is necessary,
but let’s give each of these TV
moms a big hug for her holiday:

•June Cleaver (Barbara
Billingsley), “Leave It to Beaver,”
1957-63. Yes, June wore pearls
around the house. And high heels.
But her real trademark was her
loving but no-nonsense approach

to rambunctious sons Wally and
Beaver. She met misbehavior with
a knowing look and even tone,
making surrender the only option.

•Clair Huxtable (Phylicia
Rashad), “The Cosby Show,”
1984-92. With five children and a
husband who’s a great partner but
a big kid himself, what’s a mother
to do? Clair’s answer: Be the calm
center of a whirlwind of activity,
while tending to a legal career and
reminding Cliff (Bill Cosby) he’s
a lucky, lucky man.

•Roseanne Conner (Roseanne
Barr), “Roseanne,” 1988-97. There
are many ways to be a good moth-
er and Roseanne’s was unmistak-
ably hers, with bark and loving bite
(and definitely no pearls). She was
funny and rowdy and unfailingly
committed to keeping her family
afloat through the tough times,

whether financial or emotional.
•Lorelai Gilmore (Lauren Gra-

ham), “The Gilmore Girls,” 2000-
07. A young, fiercely devoted sin-
gle parent, Lorelai had her own
growing up to do. But she always
put daughter Rory’s needs first as,
in tandem, mom and teenager
stumbled uncertainly toward mak-
ing the best life – and brightest
future – possible.

•Gloria Pritchett (Sofia Ver-
gara), “Modern Family,” 2009-
present. If young Manny is a
mama’s boy, then he’s keeping
ideal company. Gorgeous, exuber-
ant, devoted Gloria kept their
dreams alive when the pair were
on their own. New stepdad Jay is
in the picture now and wants to
weigh in, but this savvy mother
knows best. And remember, guys,
these are Mother’s Day hugs.

June Cleaver to Gloria Pritchett: Five stars on Mother’s Day

AP photos
Above: Jerry Mathers, Barbara Billingsley and Tony Dow, cast members on “Leave It to Beaver,” sit together while celebrating the show’s
50th anniversary Sept. 27, 2007, in Santa Monica, Calif. Below: “Modern Family” co-stars Rico Rodriguez and Sofia Vergara stand back-
stage Sept. 18 at the 63rd Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles.
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SITCOM MOMS

Walsh has same
Olympic dream,
a ‘different world’

Natacha Pisarenko/AP
Kerri Walsh holds her Olympic
beach volleyball gold medal Aug.
21, 2008, in Beijing.


