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There were some tense moments for Uni-
versity of Kentucky basketball fans Saturday,
but when the game ended 69-61 in favor of
the Big Blue, cheers erupted.

For Jacob Hargis of Bowling Green, it
meant he could rub it into the lone University
of Louisville fan at his table at Lost River
Pizza Co.

“I knew it was going to be close,” Hargis
said. “But I just had a feeling UK was going
to come out on top, and we did.”

His friend, Rob Owen of Bowling Green,
had hoped for a different outcome.

“I have a friend who is a UK fan and he has
tickets to the championship game,” Owen

said.
If UK had lost, Owen said, he would have

been headed to New Orleans for the champi-
onship.

University of Louisville students Kelly
Herberg and Donnie Helstorn, both of
Louisville, said they were expecting a close
game and their cheers could often be heard
above the crowd, particularly when U of L
had tied the game with nine minutes to go.

“It’s really impressive for our state to have
two teams in the Final Four,” Herberg said.

The game was a chance for 11-year-old
Luke Carter of Rockfield to get schooled
about the game from his dad, Steve.

The two were sporting their UK shirts, as
were most of the crowd at Lost River.

Restaurant owner Keith Coffman said tele-

vision basketball games, including the Sun
Belt Conference games where Western Ken-
tucky University played, have packed the
restaurant. It will be interesting to see what
business does after Monday’s big game and
the most popular team sport in the region
come to an end for the season, Coffman said.

But Luke and his dad weren’t thinking
about that as they enthusiastically watched the
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

THE EFFECT OF GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS

Tension turns to elation for Cats fans

Power producers voice concerns

Comer: Regulators affecting farms
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
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Kentucky Agriculture Com-
missioner James Comer said
federal regulators have taken on
Kentucky farms, beginning in
the western part of the state.

“There hasn’t been an enor-
mous amount of activity, but
they are starting to creep in and
we have to be proactive,” Comer
said.

Comer said regulators have
tested area streams and found
higher-than-allowed levels of
nitrogen, phosphorus and potas-
sium.

“They then go on farms and
ask to see something called a
water and nutrient management
program, something that very
few people even knew existed,”
he said. “They are having to take
time off from farming and call
an attorney because they don’t
know what this is.

“They automatically assume
it’s the farmer’s fault,” Comer
said. “But you really have no
idea what the source is. A farmer
is just an easy target for a regula-
tor.”

Comer said if there is an
instance where a farmer is
dumping fertilizer in a creek or
river, then he should be pun-
ished. He didn’t specify what
that punishment should be.

“But as expensive as fertilizer
is, they wouldn’t even want to
waste an ounce,” he said. “Most
farmers are pulling their crops
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Zach Tucker of Bowling Green, a senior at South Warren High
School, helps work on a broken-down tractor Thursday at his fami-
ly’s farm in Bowling Green.

Miranda Pederson/Daily News
Carlos Hernandez of Bowling Green walks Monday in front of a high heat furnace used to melt aluminum at Trace Die Cast.
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In Kentucky, the push to mini-
mize the use of coal for power
generation is among the chief
concerns for industry and utili-
ties.

The Environmental Protection
Agency touts that since the 1970
Clean Air Act and its amend-
ments, six common air pollutants
have decreased by 50 percent, air
toxins from large industries has
been reduced by 70 percent, the
production of most ozone-deplet-
ing chemicals has decreased and
new cars burn their fuel 90 per-
cent cleaner.

A 2007 Supreme Court ruling
said the EPA has the authority to
regulate greenhouse gases that
are produced by not only such
things as automobiles and indus-
tries, but power plants.

For power plants, complying
with various air pollution regula-
tions, including having maxi-
mum achievable control technol-
ogy, is expected to cost up to
$13.5 billion annually, which
includes the cost of financing and
maintaining the new equipment,
according to Bowling Green
Municipal Utilities General
Manager Mark Iverson.

“Most of the regulatory mat-
ters are really more on the gener-
ation side of power,” Iverson
said.

That means the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority is dealing with
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When Simpson County Sher-
iff’s Detective Eddie Lawson
needed to extract deleted child
porn images from a digital cam-
era’s memory device, he turned
to Bowling Green police Detec-
tives Mike Lemon and Tim Wil-
son.

Within a day, the cyber sleuths
provided Lawson with enough
digital evidence to lock up a man
accused of child sex crimes.
Their quick work prevented the
man from having any further
contact with the child while
Lawson completed his investiga-
tion. By comparison, DNA sam-
ples from the same case took a
year to process.

“They made that case for me,
being able to retrieve that evi-
dence,” Lawson said about the
digital photos. “They provide an
invaluable service not only to
local police but also to agencies
like ours. We’re a small agency,
and we don’t have the
resources.”

While both Lemon and Wil-
son carry a caseload of general
investigations, they spend the
majority of their work time con-
ducting digital forensics, Bowl-
ing Green Police Department
Chief Doug Hawkins said. In
addition to investigations initiat-
ed by the BGPD, Lemon and
Wilson provide their expertise to
other area law enforcement
agencies.

“Mike and Tim really are very
good at what they do, and we as
an agency are happy to assist
other agencies with their cases,”
Hawkins said.

In the early 2000s, the depart-
ment here, like many other agen-
cies, relied on outside organiza-
tions to analyze digital evidence.
As more people acquired com-
puters and smartphones, the need
for that type of forensic analysis
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Darrick Massey of Bowling Green cheers
on Kentucky at Lost River Pizza Co. during

the Wildcats’ Final Four game Saturday
against Louisville. For more on the game,

see Sports, Page 1B.
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