
By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The Madison County 
Magistrates voted to go for-
ward with the inmate home 
incarceration, and keeping 
the monitoring of the in-
mates in-house, at the fi scal 

court meeting on Tuesday. 
Judge Executive Kent Clark 
stated that they had looked 
through diff erent proposals 
from companies that would 
manage the program, and 
they were all much more 
expensive than if Madison 
County Fiscal Court took 

care of the management it-
self.

“I just feel like we’re bet-
ter off  working this through 
the sheriff ’s offi  ce,” Clark 
said. “We’ve been working 
on this thing for months 
and months. Marc’s been 
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Student of the Month from 
Berea and Teacher of the 

Month.
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Madison County Team 
takes home gold in Special 

Olympics.
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By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

Following a meeting last week concerning High-
way 25 N, all parties agreed that the CDP Engineers 
will start designing a three lane from the intersection 
of Ellipse down U.S. 25 N, a design that will ulti-
mately go to the District for review. This news may 
come as a welcome relief to many business and resi-
dential property owners on Highway 25, who have 
been concerned about the impact of the earlier pro-
posal of expanding the highway to fi ve lanes.

Last Friday, city staff , Mayor Steve Connelly and 
CDP Engineers met with District 7 to discuss the up-
coming expansion of Highway 25 N. District 7 had 
purchased software to complete a number of traffi  c 
models using both a three lane and a fi ve lane design 
model. The proposed fi ve lane design for Highway 
25 had caused a minor uproar among some Berea 
business and residential owners adjacent to the road, 
since the expansion would take all the state-owned 
right-of-way at either side, a right-of-way purchased 
in the 1940s when the highway was fi rst built. Some 
of the businesses had built parking lots and other 
structures on the right-of-way and would lose that 
property with the fi ve lane construction. 

Engineers To 
Design Three 
Lane for 25N

Photo by Larinda Combs
Madison County Magistrate Larry Combs speaks to Taylor Ramsey as she’s about to vote for her favorite picture book 
at Berea Community Elementary. Combs, left, and County Clerk Kenny Barger, back, brought the voting machines to the 
school for the children to use last Friday, and worked with them the whole day, explaining the procedure to each elemen-
tary school student and giving them a “I voted” sticker. The � fth graders campaigned for � ve di� erent books -- If You Give a 
Mouse a Cookie, A Bad Case of the Stripes, The Cat in the Hat, Biscuit and The Very Hungry Caterpillar -- and also calculated 
the results. A Bad Case of the Stripes was the winner.

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

For cake baker extraor-
dinaire Meghan Smith, 
this particular competi-
tion a few weeks ago pre-
sented some new chal-
lenges for her.  It was her 
fi rst competition outside 
of Kentucky, it was the 
fi rst time she was fi lmed 
live actually making one 
of her masterpiece cakes, 
and the fi rst time she was 
presenting one cake in a 
competition while com-
peting in a bake-off  the 
same day. But in the end, 
none of these challenges 
ended up fazing her.

“I thought I might be 
nervous,” the 14-year-old  
Berean said, “but once I 
was there decorating in 
front of the cameras, I 
was fi ne. I felt like I was 
at home because everyone 
was so nice.” 

The KC Cakefest took 
place in Kansas City, 
MO almost two weeks 
ago, from March 3-4, and 
Meghan was one of four 
selected to participate in 
the second annual Kids 
Live Cake Battle. Each 
contestant had three 

hours to decorate a signa-
ture cake, with the theme 
of Kansas City – Past, 
Present and Future. The 
Madison Southern stu-
dent created a four layer 
cake in front of a live au-
dience with a picnic scene 
on the bottom, barbeque 
sauces decorated on the 
second layer, the third 
decorated with fountains, 
the top layer with jazz and 
a saxophone on top.

“I did some research 
on Kansas City, because 
I didn’t really know any-
thing about it,” Smith 
said. “But I found out they 
were famous for their bar-
beque, they were the sec-
ond city with the most 
fountains and jazz music 
was big.”

Meghan and the other 
contestants were able to 
have two assistants help 
them during the three 
hours, one celebrity as-
sistant and one from the 
Kansas City area. While 
decorating their cakes, 
the judges would come 
around and ask each con-
testant questions from the 
audience of approximate-
ly 300 people. Complete-
ly focused on her cake, 

Meghan barely noticed 
when the judges would be 
hanging around with the 
microphones.

At the end of the com-
petition, the Kansas City 
residents in the audience 
and at home watching 
were thrilled with Smith’s 
honoring of their fair city, 
and voted her the “Peo-
ple’s Choice” award. 

These four contestants, 
including Meghan, were 
chosen from 500 appli-
cants to compete in the 
Kids Battle. Each kid had 
to submit an essay that 
answered the question, 
“What are you passionate 
about, and how can you 
use that passion to help 
others?,” in order to enter 
the competition. 

For Meghan, the answer 
for what she was passion-
ate about was easy – fi rst, 
last and always -- “baking 
cakes”. She had already 
used this passion to help 
others, through the orga-
nization Icing Smiles, a 
nonprofi t that provides 
custom cakes for special 
celebrations for children 
who are critically ill. Bak-
ers are matched up with 

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

After being turned down twice for a conditional 
use permit to harbor six chickens, Katherine Gardner 
and Christopher Smith on Adams Street have fi led 
an appeal with the Madison County Circuit Court 
to overturn the decision of the Board of Adjustments 
and grant them a conditional use permit.

Gardner brought her request to the Board on Jan. 
25, after the codes and planning offi  ce had checked 
that her property met all the requirements. The cou-

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

As the weather warms 
up, many Bereans will 
be attacking their closets, 
basements and attics in the 
age-old tradition of spring 

cleaning. As people in town 
start to look through their 
unused or aging stuff , they 
should consider the options 
for recycling or reusing, 
and then the diff erent op-
tions for disposing of these 
items in the landfi ll.

The Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore is one conve-
nient place for donating 
furniture, cabinets, appli-
ances, building materials, 
housing fi xtures, books and 
household goods. This re-

County Approves Home 
Incarceration Program

Photo Submitted
14-year-old Meghan Smith, left, works on her Peoples Choice award cake at the 
KC Cakefest along with Peggy Tucker, her celebrity assistant. One of four selected 
from over 500 applicants for the Bake-O� , the Madison Southern student had 
three hours to make the cake in a televised event in front of a live audience.

Spring Cleaning Time

Meghan Takes the Cake at Kansas City Bake-Off
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Couple Appeals 
City’s Denial of 
Chicken Permit

SEE  SPRING, PAGE A7


