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B'LL CHAIRMAN, GOLDEN YEA RS RESTHOME, AND CONTRAC TOR D. BRASHEAR
ur Hazard signed a $142, 000 contract for remodeling of Sharon Heights Hospital into a rest home
for 39 persons Others present in the ceremony at lenkins Tuesday included, left to right,
Jesse Amburgey, director, LKLP; Alvin Webb, UK extension service, lessie Bates, lenkins Police
Judge, R. Percy Elkins, KRAD staff member, John Capps of the Farmers Home Administration, and
Dave Kcssel, Lexington architect.

Contract signed for nursing home
The building which formerly

housed Sharon Heights Hospital
at Jenkins will be converted
into a home for older persons
under terms of a $142, 700
construction contract signed
Tuesday.

The contract signing climax-
ed some two years of efforts
on the part of the I. etc her
County Community Action
Council and its chairman, Bill
Craft.

The hospital structure, for-

merly owned by the Catholic
Diocese of Covington, was
given to the community action
group for use as a rest home
for the aged.

It was found, however, that
extensive remodeling would
be required before the struct-
ure could meet current state
and federal codes and stand-
ards for rest homes.
Craft and members of the

board of directors of the Gold-
en Years test Home then be-

gan a two-ye- ar search for
funds.

Last Thursday, the Board of
Directors of the Kentucky
River Area Development Dis-

trict voted to grant the required
funds.

The KRAD agency previously
had approved a $127. 193
grant. But when contractors
bids were opened, the low bid
of $142. 700 exceeded avail-
able funds.

At the request of KRAD,
Craft then started an intensive
effort to raise some $25, 000
in local fundi to match KRAD
money. The drive, underway
for the past month, had pro-

duced about $3, 000--f- at from
enough.

Craft went back to the KRAD
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board last Thursday, pleading
that the low bidder, D. V. Con-
struction Company, Hazard,
would withdraw its bid soon
unless a contract was signed,
and that a new bid taking prob-
ably would result in a higher
bid price.

Board Executive Director
Malcolm Holiday stated that
KRAD had some $90, 000 in
uncommitted money on hand,
from which the additional
funds requited by the rest home
could come. But, Holiday
said, KRAD had promised
the money to Eastern Kentucky
Housing Development Corp. ,

Whitesburg, for use in starting
a housing factory, provided o-t-

funds could also be found
for the housing plant.

The Housing program, through
its director Mrs. Pat Gish, said
it recognized that ever-increasi- ng

construction costs had
brought about the the rest
home's request for additional
funds. She said the housing
program certainly would not
want to stand in the way of
the rest home project, and
supported Craft in his plea
for money.

The funds involved come
frorr KRADS "Special
Impact" fund -- - a $1,400, 00
bundle of money gc anted to
the development district by
the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity. The Farmers Home
Administration administers
the fund.

KRAD Board niember Louis
Quick moved for approval of
the funds, and the motion was
passed unanimously by the
eight-coun- ty board.

Extensive work already has
been done on the structure
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by a manpower crew from
the LKLP community action
program. Bill Craft ha s

directed the crew in remov-
ing furniture, fixtures, and
preliminary construction work
designed to reduce the con-

tractor's cost and bid.
The hospital facility was

leased to the Golden Years
Rest Home by the Sisters of
Divine Providence of Kentucky
for 50 years at a cost of $1 a
year.

The Golden Years Rest Horn
has been organized and char-
tered as a non-pro- fit corpor-
ation, to oper ate the facility.
It wli provide housmt and
care tor 39 elderly persons.

The KRAD fund grant was
for $155, 000, to cover the
$142, 700 contractor's bid,
plus architect's fee and re-

lated costs.

Mrs. Callie Whitaker
dies in Florida

Funeral services for Mrs.
Callie Akemon Whitaker, wi-

dow of the late Dr. Gid Whit-
aker, were held in Whites-
burg Saturday, Ian. 30.

Mrs. Whitaker .died in Flor-

ida Jan. 27, where he had
lived in recent years.

She was survived by two
daughters, Mrs. Dixie Fair-chil- d,

Whitesburg, and Mrs.
Mary Jo Sutler of Bowling
Green.

Burial was in the Sandlick
Cemetery. The Ray Collins
Funeral Home was in charge
of arrangements.
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seeks to save ARC
Congressman Carl D. Perkins

charged this week that the
administration of President Ni-

xon "wants to write off the Ap-

palachian Regional Commission
and ibandon its program to
the member states. "

The Perkins statement came
after the Nixon budget propo-
sals failed to make any provis-
ion for continued funding of
ARC.

The proposed ARC abandon-
ment wasone of the major
surprises in President Nixon's
recent series of moves aimed
at changing most major dom-
estic programs.

Few programs have received
more priase than has the ARC,
whose governors
have praised it numerous times
as a "model" which should be
followed for social and econom-
ic development throughout the
United Sta tes. The governors
themselves made such a pro-
posal to President Nixon in a
special meeting at Louisville
several weeks ago.

Caught off base by the Nixon
move toward killing off the
program, the governors of the
13 plan to meet in West
Virginia at the Greenbrier
Resort to discuss strategy in
an effort to save the ARC.

Senators John Sherman Coop-
er of Kentucky and W. Jennings
Randolph of West Virginia,
indicated they will not be
guided by President Nixon's
wishes but will introduce legis-
lation in the Senate to extend
the ARC program.

The following is the test of
the Perkins statement on the
ARC "situatioa- -

"Conservations I have had
with responsible government
officials this week lead me to
the inescapable conclusion
that the Administration wants
to write off the Appalachian
Regional Commission and aban-
don its program to the member
states.

This is being proposed as an
element of the President's plan
to share federal revenues with
the state governments.

The fact that the proposal is
being seriously considered by
the Administration betrays a
bald indifference to the spec-
ial problems of Appalachla,
and a complete misunderstand-
ing of the purpose for which the
Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion was established.

When Congress acted in
1965 to set up the Appalachian
Regional Commission, it did
so in recognition of the fact
that the region, while rich in
resources, was lagging far be-
hind other areas in economic
development and general
prosperity. Rugged terrain,
poor communications and trans-
portation, years of neglect
and exploitation, rising costs
and dwindling local revenues-- all

these combined to pull us
back. Our educational sys-

tems chould not keep up with
the national standards, our
health and medical services
could not aevelop properly, and

m:

our roads-whic- h had never been
equal to the demands of an auto-

mobile-oriented society,
fell more and more into inade-
quacy. Worst of all, our
brightest young people were
migrating toward greater op-

portunity elsewhere.
The Appalchian Regional

Development Act was the re-

sponse of Congress to these
needs. It was not an act of
good neighborliness. It was a
frank recognition that the
nation's own well-bei- ng re-

quired a prosperous and pro-

ductive Appalachia, making
its full contribution to the
strength of America.

Great strides have already
been made to improve trans-
portation through the Appala-
chian Development Highway
System.

But we have only been able
to go a little way toward com-
pletion of the system. We
simply have not had time to
finish it. And inflation has

No blame
assessed
bybureau

The U. S. Bureau of Mines re-

ported last week that various
illegal operating procedures
killed 38 coal miners at
the Finley mines, but the
Bureau report does not as-

sess with whom and where
responsibility for these illegal
procedures lies.

The report, in fact, offers
little new information regard-
ing the December 30 blast
and answers almost none of the
basic questions which have
been raised regarding both
the fatal explosion itself
as well as federal and state
enforcement of the 1969
Coal Mine Health and Safety
Act.

Many observers had felt
that since so much pressure
had been brought to bear
on the Bureau for its alleged
inadequate safety enforcement
record, the report on the
Finley tragedy would be
strong and specific.

It wasn't.
However, reporter Ward Sin-

clair of the Courier-Journ- al

learned that original plans
called for a press release
accompanying the report
tc spell out relatively firm
actions to be taken. That
press release, however, was
drastically weakened the day
before it was to be issued.
Sinclair says that the then
number one man at the De-

partment of Interior, under-
secretary Fred J. Russell,
took the statement and pro-

ceeded to eliminate virtually
every section of strength.
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