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CONTACT BRIDGE BY STEVEN BECKER SPORTS
SLEUTH

AUSTRALIAN OPEN
• WOMEN'S SINGLES

CHAMPIONS

What Can Defeat Me? u C L F C Z W T Q N K F C

Z L W U R P M C J H E C Z X U

s Q N L T 0 S J G E C Z H X

V J F T N U R RM P C N E L J

H(S H A R A P 0 V A)E N C A P

Y T W T R V 0 T P R P Y N

L E R K G S R G N E L E C B

Z R X E WU E 0 S E R L R P

0 S 0 M V A L J L J C VW

G A E 0 T E 0 M S E R U A MW

WB S G N H A y S X C OW
Wednesday's unlisted clue: ARNESS

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Thursday's unlisted clue hint: AUSTRALIAN MARGARET-
Capriati Evert Jordan Sharapova
Cawley Graf Mauresmo Wade
Clijsters Henin Pierce Williams
Davenport Hingis Seles
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
+J853
"K J 8 2
+K4
+AQ7

WEST+-
"10743
+J1097
+J9653

SOUTH
+AK742
"AQ6
+A3
+K 10 8

The bidding:
North East South West
I + Pass I + Pass
2 + Pass 6 +
Opening lead - jack of diamonds.
A surprisingly large number of

players show a lack of respect [or
safety plays. What is particularly
annoying about this attitude is that
their casual disrespect usually
doesn't cost them a blessed farthing
because the remote situation that
they should be trying to protect
against seldom occurs.
However, lightning sometimes

does strike, and when that happens,
these players often wind up bemoan-
ing their fate. For example, consider
this deal where South gets to six
spades and sees - or should see -

that the only way the slam can be lost
is ifhe loses two trump tricks.
So, instead of dismissing this

"remote" possibility, South should
instead concentrate all his thoughts
on how to overcome a 4-0 trump
division, if that unlikely distribution
happens to exist.
Accordingly, he should win the

diamond lead in dummy and return a
low trump. When East follows with
the six, South should play the seven,
being perfectly willing to lose the
trick to the nine, ten or queen in order
to assure the slam beyond the
shadow of a doubt.
In the actual deal, the safety play

pays off, and South avoids going
down one. Playing the aee on the
first trump lead would be correct if
East produced the nine, ten or queen
at trick two, or if East showed out on
the first trump lead. In all of these
cases, South could then limit himself
to either one trump loser or none
with proper play. (In the actual case,
if East played the nine or ten, South
would next lead a spade to the jack
and later finesse against East to hold
himself to one trump loser.)
This frame of mind - where

declarer hopes for the best but pre-
pares [or the worsl- is often crucial
to achieving a winning result. There
is no good reason to incur an unfa-
vorable outcome that could have
been avoided.

EAST
+QI096
"95+Q8652
+42

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(n012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

su do ku
© Puzzles by Pappocom

1 2 9 7
9 7 1 3 5

2 7 4 9
3 7
4 1 6 2

2 9 8 4 3
5 6 3 2 "Uh-oh! I don't think my boots are

as deep as the snow."

Zits Pickles
WI-\i\,A~WE
\-lAVING Fo\<

OINNER 1'oNIG.HT,
Of'Al..'?

WHOWANT~TO
G::J FOR A WALK'?

WHOWANTGTO
SCRAPf3(X)K?
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS
1 Dojo blow
5 Paris
subway

10 Eastern
monk

11 Tropical
fruit

12 Singer
Jackson

13 Starting
bid

14 Liner
window

16 Finishes
on the
green

20 Expands
23 Debate

side
24 Love to

pieces
25 Bread-

making
need

27 Lawn
makeup

28 Cowboys'
home

29 Writer's
inconsis-
tency

32 It's dealt
face
down

36 Digestion
aid

39 Jazz
combo

40 Acted the
nomad

41 Snaky
swimmers

42 Wrath
43 Secluded

spot

Dustin Pardon My Planet
IF I LISTEN VERY ClOSELY. I CAN
ACIUALLY HEAR THOSE VOICES IN
YOUR HEAD. THEY SEEM TO ~E

WHISPERING. 'PLEASE. ... AOJUST: ..
OOSAGf.'

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Feb. 23, 2012:
This year you forge a new path, but only after you are sure that
the status quo does not work. Tension and sarcasm often mark
your endeavors. Are they a reason to move in another direction)
Only you will be able to decide this, and you will. Deal with funds
carefully. Your communication excels. If you are single, you will see
the results of being able to present yourself well. Look for romance
after June. If you are attached, the two of you work through some
hot-button issues. Passion plays a significant role in your bond.
ARIES always encourages you.
The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; I-Difficult
ARIES (March 21-ApriI19) *** Much might be going on at work
and also within yourself. You could become angry, but try not to act
on that feeling. Sarcasm could be a whole other issue. You probably
just need time to yourself. A walk might work. Close your door, if
possible. Tonight: Perking up.

_ TAURUS (ApriI20-May 20) **** You benefit in the daylight
hours. Whatever you decide to do works out even better than you
thought possible. Meetings work well. Ideas flourish when talking
with a group of people. Surprises surround you. Tonight: Make it
early.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) *** Conflict is possible with a boss.
Honor your differences and remember who is in charge. Your words
could come off as harsh-sounding when dealing with this person.
Postpone an important conversation until dinnertime. Tonight:
Where the fun is.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) **** If you are not sure as to which
way to go, reach out to a trusted friend. Together, if you are open,
you can figure out the proper path. When you detach, you gain a
better perspective about conversations and interactions. Tonight:
Burning the candle at both ends.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) *** Sarcasm marks the morning. Be
smart, and avoid playing into this behavior. You know what you
want and where you are going. Do not get caught up in trivial
matters. Let your mind expand in order to grasp the details of a new
situation. Tonight: Get away from the here and now
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept 22) **** Others continue to knock on
your door, and will call and email you. You might be surprised at
all the inquiries. Do not get short-tempered simply because you
have too much on your plate. Instead, tell them what ails you. Close
relating earmarks the afternoon. Tonight: Make nice with a favorite
person.
LIBRA (Sept 23-0ct. 22) *** Focus on work and your
accomplishments. You have so much to do and so little time. Your
effectiveness emerges. Schedule distractions and meetings for as
late as you can. An associate or co-worker could be a source of
frustration. Tonight: Accept an invitation.
SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov. 21) **** Remove yourself from
situations where you might not be energized or interested. Others
will be able to see your lack of involvement Focus on what is
challenging. If you opt for a bohemian route, you will succeed.
Sometimes a staid attitude does not work. Tonight: Try to make it
earlv

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) *** You move slowly when
dealing with a boss or older relative. You wonder why you have
done what you have as of late, especially with another person's
attitude. Stay centered, and remember that you also gain in this
situation. Tonight: Paint the town red.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)**** Make phone calls and
schedule meetings. Above all else, do not stand on ceremony
- especially with a key person. Rather than encouraging separation,
you will melt down emotional walls. News involving travel and/or
new information forces thought and possible action. Tonight: Mosey
on home.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) *** Refuse to get involved with
others financially, or to accept another person's idea regarding
your funds. You might not be right, but he or she might not be
right either. Time is your ally, though you might feel pressured by a
situation. Schedule a discussion with a respected adviser for later in
the day. Tonight: Listen to the pros and cons.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) **** Someone might be trying to
push your buttons. Stay centered and nonreactive, and this person
will stop. Now is not the time to clear the air. Get done what you
must, then decide when you would like to clear the air. Tonight: Get
another opinion and maybe one more. Then decide.
BORN TODAY
Author John Sandford (1944), rock/blues guitarist Johnny Winter
(1944). actor Peter Fonda (1940)

DOWN
1 Thunder
sound

2 Ring of
light

3 Epps of
"House"

4 Big cat
5 Sap
source

6 Foils' kin
7 Shoe
shade

8 Reuben
base

9 Crew
need

11 Natator-
ium
features

15 Sharpen
17 October

birthstone
18 Stellar

bear

NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to
Thomas Joseph Book 2, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
1234 56789
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"STOP TAKING EVERYTHINGWITH A GRAIN OF SALT."

ANSWER BOX
4 2 5 3 6 7 1 8 9
1 3 8 2 5 9 6 4 7
9 6 7 4 1 8 3 2 5
8 1 2 7 3 4 9 5 6
6 9 3 8 2 5 7 1 4
7 5 4 1 9 6 2 3 8
2 7 9 5 8 1 4 6 3
5 4 1 6 7 318 9 2
3 8 6 9 4 215 71
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