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U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Lou-
isville, has endorsed efforts in Ken-
tucky to legalize industrial hemp.

In a statement released by his Wash-
ington office, McConnell said:

“After long discus-
sions with Senator 
Rand Paul and Commis-
sioner James Comer on 
the economic benefits 
of industrialized hemp, 
I am convinced that al-
lowing its production 
will be a positive devel-
opment for Kentucky’s 

farm families and economy.”
Agriculture Commissioner James 

Comer’s office said he welcomed the 
support from McConnell, who is the 
Senate minority leader. It came three 
days after Kentucky law enforcement 
officers released a statement opposing 
it, calling industrial hemp a step to-
ward legal marijuana.

In his statement, McConnell ad-
dressed those concerns:

“Commissioner Comer has assured 
me that his office is committed to pur-

SENATOR CITES ECONOMIC BOOST

McConnell 
endorses 
industrial 

hemp for Ky.
By Janet Patton

jpatton1@herald-leader.com

Sen. Mitch McConnell   
said he consulted with 

Sen. Rand Paul and 
Kentucky Agriculture 
Commissioner James 
Comer on the benefits 

of growing hemp.

Prolific fund-
raising: McCon-
nell reports his 
campaign funds 
reach $7.4 mil-
lion. Page A2

See MCCONNELL, A2

JERUSALEM — Supporters of 
President Bashar Assad of Syria 
on Thursday condemned a strike 
by Israeli warplanes near the Syr-

ian capital, Damascus, saying 
they rejected foreign intervention 
in the country’s civil war and of-
fering support in varying degrees 
for its leader. Iran, Assad’s closest 
regional backer, warned of “grave 
consequences” after the attack.

U.S. officials said they be-
lieved that the target of the at-
tack Wednesday was a convoy 
carrying sophisticated anti-air-
craft weaponry on the outskirts 
of Damascus that was intended 
for Hezbollah in Lebanon.

In a statement, the Syrian 
military denied that a convoy 

had been struck. It said the at-
tack had hit a scientific research 
facility in the Damascus suburbs 
that was used to improve Syria’s 
defenses, and it called the attack 
“a flagrant breach of Syrian sov-
ereignty and airspace.”

IRAN THREATENING ‘GRAVE CONSEQUENCES’

Syria, allies condemn Israel for airstrike near Damascus

By Isabel Kershner  
and Michael R. Gordon

The New York Times

See SYRIA, A2

TO OUR 
READERS:

We’re 
wearing red 

today. Are you?
Today is National Wear Red 

Day, a part of American Heart 
Month intended to bring extra 
attention to heart disease. 

Many Herald-Leader employees will 
be wearing red to promote heart health 
awareness — so we thought the news-
paper should, too. Our front-page name-
plate is red today as we kick off a month 
of special content about heart disease 
and heart health.

In today’s Weekender section, we’re 
starting a Love Your Heart photo con-
test. Download the heart at Kentucky.
com, or cut it out of the paper. Decorate 
it to your heart’s content, then snap a 
picture of your creation and send it to us 
on the Kentucky.com Facebook page (see 
complete details in Weekender, page 5).

Also in Weekender, Fash Food tells 
you about the Go Red for Women cam-
paign and where to get your Go Red for 
Women pin. Throughout February, you’ll 
find other features in the Herald-Leader 
and on Kentucky.com about keeping your 
heart healthy, including stories in Life + 
Health on Tuesdays and healthy recipes 
in Life + Food on Thursdays. The Feb. 
10 Herald-Leader will include a special 
section from the American Heart Asso-
ciation full of tips, events and resources.

So, join us in wearing red today. And 
love your heart just a little bit more this 
month.

Wildcat fans, 
we have an 

excuse for you 
to wear red

Lexington’s government 
is evaluating sites for a new 
senior citizens center to re-
place the one at the corner of 
Alumni Drive and Nicholas-
ville Road. The senior center, 
built in 1983, is outdated and 
is quickly becoming too small 
to meet the needs of a large 
and aging Baby Boomer gen-
eration, officials said.

“What we need is a new 
center that will serve us well 
into the future,” Beth Mills, 

commissioner of social servic-
es, told Urban County Coun-
cil members at their work ses-
sion Tuesday.

On the short list are the 
former Kroger store in Beau-

mont Centre and former site 
of The Springs Inn, 2020 Har-
rodsburg Road, which closed 
Nov. 23, 2008. The landmark 
motel was razed the next year. 
A CVS drugstore was built on 
the corner, but the rest of the 
property remains vacant.

Mills and consultants 
from Lifespan Design Studio 
in Loveland, Ohio, updated 
council members on plans for 
a senior center. The proposal 
calls for a 46,000-square-foot 
building with 4,000 square 
feet of patio and covered 
drop-off areas, and 250 park-
ing spaces. The site needs 
to be at least 3.6 acres. Mills 

NICHOLASVILLE ROAD 
SITE WON’T MEET 

FUTURE NEEDS

City looks to replace 
senior citizens center

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

Jack Collins, 85, shot pool Thursday at the Lexington Senior Citizens Center on Nicholasville Road.
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so here’s
the deal...

$20 For $40 Toward Floral Arrangements
at David's Floral & Vintage

Today is Wear RED Day!
On this day, join Americans nationwide to take women’s health to heart by wearing
red to show your support for the fight against women’s cardiovascular disease. The
American Heart Association and Saint Joseph Heart Institute will be at Macy’s working
together to help women understand their unique symptoms and how to make changes
to live more heart-healthy.

Macy’s at Fayette Mall
Education and Blood Pressure Screenings: 11am -1pm
Show your Go Red Spirit by getting a complimentary “red” hair
streak provided by a Macy’s professional.
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CLOSEOUT
INVENTORY

SAVE 65%!*UP
TO

Twin Set $447 Full Set $577 King Set $1097

$597
Queen set • Compare at $1597

Save $1000!
CLOSEOUT SPECIAL!

®

Luxury Plush Pillowtop
with memory foam

It’s the best time to buy!
Over a million dollars in inventory
must be sold immediately!

ENDS MONDAY!
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