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Higdon, a Lebanon Re-
publican, was forced to
step in.

“Let’s have a little or-
der,” said Higdon, crack-
ing the gavel.

Stacy, a co-owner of
two Eastern Kentucky
pharmacies, had com-
plained that the secretive
nature of the system is
part of the problem —
with companies refusing
to release pricing infor-
mation considered propri-
etary.

“Why is it fair that you
can reimburse us below
costs?” Stacy demanded
of G. William Strein, a
vice president with Med-
co Health Solutions. “How
do you think that’s fair,
and how is that good for
Kentuckians?”

Strein, who works for
one of three “pharmacy
benefit managers” that
are part of the new sys-
tem, disputed Stacy’s as-
sertion and said managed
care attempts to strike a
balance between its esti-
mated cost of the drug and
the costs of the pharmacy
to buy and dispense it.

But that claim was dis-
puted by some of the
roughly 30 pharmacists at
the hearing who operate
independent drugstores.
Though the hearing ended
before they got a chance
to testify, several said af-
terward that they intend-
ed to keep making their
case before lawmakers.

“It’s a real burden for
Kentucky pharmacists,”
said Jason Wallace, owner
of Grant County Drugs.
“That’s why I’m here.”

Lawmakers have re-
ceived a growing number
of complaints since Ken-
tucky introduced the new
managed care system
Nov. 1 in an effort to save
money in the state’s $6 bil-
lion-a-year Medicaid pro-
gram. Under the plan,
three outside companies
— CoventryCares of Ken-
tucky, Kentucky Spirit
Health Plan and WellCare

of Kentucky — manage
care for about 560,000
low-income and disabled
Kentuckians outside the
Jefferson County region.

Those three companies
— all affiliated with na-
tional health care chains
— in turn, contract with
three pharmacy benefit
companies to handle pre-
scription drug benefits.
WellCare uses Catalyst
RX, Coventry uses Medco
and Kentucky Spirit uses
U.S. Script.

Medicaid in Jefferson
and 15 surrounding coun-
ties is handled by Pass-
port Health Plan, under a
separate contract with the
state.

Much of Monday’s tes-
timony was devoted to the
complex pricing formula
known as the maximum
allowable cost, or MAC,
that managed care com-
panies consider propri-
etary.

Under the Medicaid
plan before managed
care, the formula was pro-
vided to pharmacists, who
said they knew what they
would be paid. Now, they
said, they don’t find out
what a company will pay
for a specific drug until
they file claims.

And too often, they say,
it’s less than they paid to
buy the drug.

“How would you like to
go to a gas station and fill
your car up with gas and
then be told what the
charge is?” asked Breck-
inridge County pharma-
cist Jonathan Van Lahr af-
ter the hearing.

Two of the three com-
panies also have cut the
dispensing fee — a pay-
ment meant to cover the
pharmacy’s actual costs
of filling the prescription.
The prior Medicaid pro-
gram paid $4.50 to $5 per
prescription, but only
Kentucky Spirit continues
that rate, the pharmacists
said.

WellCare pays $3, and
CoventryCares, $1 to
$1.50, they said.

Officials from all three

managed care companies
and their affiliated phar-
macy benefit manage-
ment companies told law-
makers Monday that they
are committed to resolv-
ing complaints and work-
ing with all health care
providers — including
pharmacists

“I just want to ac-
knowledge the important
role pharmacists, particu-
larly independent phar-
macists, play in Kentucky,
especially in rural areas
of the state,” said Marty
White, vice president of
external affairs for Ken-
tucky Spirit. “In many
areas, Kentucky’s Spirit’s
members’ only access to
pharmacy services is
through independent
pharmacies.”

White said his compa-
ny has attempted to meet
with pharmacists and re-
solve problems — which
apparently has yielded
some results.

At one point, McGaha
asked for a show of hands
among pharmacists in the
room about which compa-
nies were the most prob-
lematic. About 25-30
hands went up for the
WellCare and Coventry
but dropped when McGa-
ha asked if they had com-
plaints about Kentucky
Spirit’s pharmacy pro-
gram.

Higdon said the pro-
gram review committee
will hold more hearings
on the subject. The com-
mittee, the only legisla-
tive panel with the power
to issue subpoenas, may
use them if it doesn’t get
the information it needs
from the managed care
companies, he said.

But he said the com-
mittee first needs more
information.

“Obviously we have a
big problem here,” he
said. “We’ve just
scratched the surface to-
day.”

Reporter Deborah Yetter
can be reached at (502)
582-4228.
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regarding the orchestra
and should be empowered
to make recommenda-
tions on a future course of
action.”

“We urge the Fund for
the Arts to acknowledge
and accept the conclu-
sions of Mr. Fogel,” Lon-
drigan said.

Fogel was president of
the Chicago Symphony
for 18 years and is a for-
mer president and CEO of
the League of American
Orchestras. The musi-
cians have been working
with him since last spring,
and his report was recent-
ly given to leaders of the
Fund for the Arts.

Barbara Sexton Smith,
the fund’s interim CEO,
said she would present the
unions’ pleas, as well as
the report, to the Fund for
the Arts’ top donors dur-
ing a meeting scheduled
late Wednesday.

Orchestra CEO Robert
Birman said Monday that
he has no comment on the
unions’ request, except to
say that Fischer’s office
participated in the negoti-
ation process last fall,
when it brokered the hir-
ing of labor relations ex-
pert Ralph Craviso with
money from an anony-
mous donor. Those negoti-
ations failed.

Mayoral spokesman
Phil Miller, with whom the
union members met brief-
ly Monday, said Fischer
was out of town but that he
would share the report
with him.

Londrigan said Louis-
ville-area unions have for
many years encouraged
their members to support
the Fund for the Arts
through payroll deduc-
tions, but they would dis-
courage contributions to
the current campaign un-
less action is taken.

“Thousands upon thou-
sands of members con-
tribute regularly to the
Fund for the Arts to sup-
port its work,” he said.

Neither Smith nor Lon-
drigan could say how
much money is contribut-
ed by labor members dur-
ing the fund’s annual cam-
paign. But Jefferson
County Public Schools,
which has a large number
of union employees, is
usually among the top do-
nors during the workplace
campaigns, according to
fund reports.

The report and union
leaders urged immediate
action so the committee
can be formed in the next
two weeks and make rec-
ommendations that can be
acted on by May.

“If this entire process
is not completed by the be-
ginning of May, it will be-
come very difficult to or-
ganize a 2012-13 season,”
Fogel wrote.

Reached by phone in
Chicago on Monday, Fogel
declined comment, saying
of his report: “I think it
speaks for itself.”

The Louisville Orches-
tra’s contract dispute with
musicians involves sever-
al issues, including or-
chestra size and working
conditions.

After Monday’s rally,
about 25 people went to
Louisville City Hall and
then to the Fund for the
Arts offices to ask city
leaders to bring the musi-
cians back to the city’s
stages and into the
schools, where the Mak-
ing Music Program is on
hiatus, which Birman said
is a first in its 70-year his-
tory.

The group met for
more than 30 minutes with
Smith.

Londrigan reiterated
the union leaders’ mes-
sage saying, “We’re beg-
ging and imploring you as
a leader and the board and
the political leaders to
come together as quickly
as possible and do what is
recommended.”

Metro Councilwoman
Attica Scott, D-1st Dis-
trict, spoke to the crowd
outside the Brown Thea-
tre, suggesting that union
leaders and the musicians
ask the Louisville Metro
Council to examine the sit-
uation.

“They should definite-
ly bring this issue to Met-
ro Council via the Commu-
nity Affairs Committee,”
she said. “And then the
committee that addresses
education issues, because
this is a community issue
that should be addressed
by all 26 of us on Metro
Council.”

Monday’s events came
on the heels of an offer
from orchestra manage-
ment to enter into binding
arbitration to settle the
dispute. Management has
given the musicians until
Friday to respond.

The musicians said
they have some concerns
about the proposal and are
getting advice from legal
counsel.

Meanwhile, the Ken-
tucky Opera said it will
not use the Louisville Or-
chestra for this weekend’s
performances of “The
Merry Widow” because it
cannot afford to pay the
musicians. Instead, the
opera is using nonunion
musicians.

That decision upset the
musicians and caused the
opera’s music director
and conductor Joseph Me-
chavich to step aside, at
least for this production.

Reporter Elizabeth Kramer
can be reached at (502)
582-4682.
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and imploring
you as a leader
and the board
and the political
leaders to come
together as
quickly as
possible.”
BILL LONDRIGAN, AFL-CIO

PEAHEAD,
I t ’ s b e e n a l o n g
while since Louis-
ville has seen how
much I love my girls,
so let’s hear it from
Rev. Al Green-
I’m so in Love With
you.......
What else can I say,
that sums it all up.
For my heart fe l t
love for “P” & the
Pup

Pap-Paw

ALL OF THE ABOVE
Love,

23

Big Joe,
Happy Valentine’s
Day Sweet lips!
I am so blessed to
have you in my life.

All my love, Bug

Dana K.,
I am happy you are
mine. You are my
valentine. I love you
every day. I love you
in every way.
Happy Valentines Day!

-Billy E.

David
I’m so blessed to

have you in my life.
I Love You,

Missy

Dennis
The love of my life &
my little song bird

who brought music
back into my life.

Lucille

DIANE,
You are the most
beautiful person I

ever met, and I
hope to be with

you forever.
Love, Herb

JADE,
Remember when we

first fell in love?
I said it would last

longer than the stars
above,

We share in it now,
as we shared in it

then.
I’m making that
promise to you

again.
All my Love,

Forever and a Day,
Jamie.

Jim,

Peace,
Hope,
Love,
and

Blacklight
Posters

Lyn

Ken
This message is to

the man that I adore,
who has a heart

of gold.
Love,

Your Girl, Robin

K-WOW,
Blessed to be “your
person”. Love her,

Kev

L.A.,
Happy Valentine’s

Day, my love! &
Happy 20th

Wedding Anniversary!
Always knew

you were special.
Love, P.L.F.

JAYMASON & JAVONTAE
&

Happy 5th Birthday
Javontae,

You are the sweetest gift
I ever got for Valentines.

Love, Mom

Lynda
We have found

it at last!
Owen

Megan Paul
You are my best friend

and the greatest
dog mom ever.

Happy Valentines Day
Love,

Brandon, Jake, & Oscar

Sweet Melissa

Happy 18th Birthday

Love,
Mom, Dad, Grammy

& Poppy

To Amy L., Love Dad.

To Anne-A-Pie,
Our family’s getting

smaller, but still
expanding.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
Love, Barry

To Jeannie L. ,
Love Frank.

TO JOHN,

Always and
Forever

Love Sylvia

To Julie, My Boo,
You have changed
my life in so many
ways. I am so in love
with you. - Aliay

To my Husband,
Alvin

From your Wife,
Love,

Lonetta

To my Mother,
Happy Birthday
and Valentines Day!
I miss you and think
of you constantly.
Love, Your son, Aliay

To My Wife TERRY &
my 3 daughters,

JANELLE, NATASHA
& MARCHELLE. Love
you always, Jim/Dad

WB3

WE LOVE YOU!
Mom, Grandma

Toni “GT” & Previn

WISE
Love you, Betty

STEPHANIE REGINA

On November 25, 2005
my eyes saw you. Cupid
decided to shoot an arrow
into my heart. It has been
Valentine’s Day everyday
since. Astronauts go to the

moon once in awhile, but I go everyday
because of YOU. Everyday I want to tell you
in the morning, afternoon and night that
I LOVE YOU with this heart of mine.

Love, Tommy

TO MY BEAUTIFUL
DAUGHTERS

Chelsie, Cheyann, Shakira,
Jahzara, Eliciah, Julessa

I Love You Very Much
Dorothy Boston

Love,
Clyde

Emmaline Lynn Fricke,

Happy 1st Valentines Day

Love,
Grammy Lynn & Pop

HAPPY 1ST ANNIVERSARY

Sheba & Ronald

I know God will continue to
bless your marriage

Love, Mom

Granny Kay Kay

From the Grandkids
& Papaw Reggie

Boop-a-doo,
I sure do love you!

Love and kisses
from your Mrs!

Happy Valentine’s
Day Bobbie doll!

Love,
Greggy

Joseph,
Y o u a r e m y l i f e ,
and I will love you
forever and a day.

-Sharon

Kristi
To my beautiful wife

of 11 years.
I Love You,

Jeff

LINDA,
You are the Love of

My Life,
I’m so glad I found

you.
Love,
Danny

NOAH,
Captain Amazing

This is the
“BIG BANG”

Live it, Love it!
I Love You,

My Sugar Bun,
Nana

Lonely apartment
seeks

Loving resident
for Long Term
Relationship at

Churchill Park
Apartments
Fall in Love with:

One Month Free*
Rent Starting at

$519*
Free Heat

Deposit as low as
$87.50*

*Certain Conditions
Apply

502.459.8996 EHO

Do you like Pizza?
I like Pizza too?

What’s that you say?
You like pickles too.

Ok. That’s sort of
weird & gross.

Love you Babe-A-Loo!

OLYMPIA, Wash. — The
governor of Washington
state handed gay rights ad-
vocates a major victory
Monday, signing into law a
measure that legalizes
same-sex marriage in the
state, making it the seventh
in the nation to allow gay
and lesbian couples to wed.

Gov. Chris Gregoire
signed the bill surrounded
by gay rights supporters.
“I’m proud our same-sex
couples will no longer be
treated as separate but
equal,” she said.

Gay marriage is legal in
New York, Connecticut,
Iowa, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Vermont and
Washington, D.C.

It’s a historic moment
for the state, but same-sex
couples can’t walk down
the aisle just yet. The law
takes effect June 7, but op-
ponents on multiple fronts
already are preparing to
fight.

Opponents filed Refer-
endum 73 Monday after-
noon. If they collect the
more than 120,577 valid
voter signatures by June 6,
the law will be put on hold
pending the outcome of a
November vote. Separate-
ly, an initiative was filed at
the beginning of the legis-
lative session that oppo-
nents of gay marriage say
could also lead to the new
law being overturned.

Gay marriage sup-
porters said that while they

are ready for a campaign
battle, they are allowing
themselves to celebrate
first.

“You have to relish this
moment,” said 31-year-old
Bret Tiderman of Seattle.

The state reception
room at the Capitol was
packed with hundreds of
gay rights supporters and
at least 40 lawmakers from
the House and Senate.

Sen. Ed Murray, a Seat-
tle Democrat who is gay
and has sponsored gay
rights legislation for years,
told the cheering crowd:
“My friends, welcome to
the other side of the rain-
bow. No matter what the fu-
ture holds, nothing will
take this moment in history
away from us.”

As the Democratic gov-
ernor signed the legisla-
tion, a man shouted, “Do
not betray Christ!” Howev-
er, his voice was over-
whelmed by gay-marriage

supporters who cheered
and spoke loudly during his
outburst.

Bob Struble, 68, was re-
moved from the room and
said he was given a warn-
ing by security. Struble
said he believes the state
will halt gay marriage in a
public vote. “We’ll be doing
everything we can to over-
turn this unfortunate law,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Republican
presidential candidate
Rick Santorum, who op-
poses gay marriage, was in
town speaking with conser-
vative voters. Santorum
also planned to meet with
Republican lawmakers at
the Capitol later Monday.

Gregoire’s signature
comes nearly a week after
a federal appeals court de-
clared California’s ban on
gay marriage unconstitu-
tional, saying it was a viola-
tion of the civil rights of
gay and lesbian couples.

Wash. governor signs
bill on gay marriage
By Rachel La Corte
Associated Press

Gov. Chris Gregoire signs into law a measure that legalizes
same-sex marriage on Monday in Olympia, Wash. AP
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