
54 33$40 $51CJ
-0
00
03
25
17
6

BUSINESS

B4

Weather B2 | Neighborhoods B3 | Deaths B6-8

Breaking news on your cell
Text CJNEWS to 44636
(4INFO) for local
news alerts.

Mike Trautmann, Metro editor | mtrautmann@courier-journal.com | 582-4691, phone | 582-4200, fax
Metro

KY

TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 14, 2012 B

A Jefferson Circuit Court jury
on Monday awarded $8 million in
damages to the estate of a retired
surgeon whose legs were broken
while he was in the care of Trey-
ton Oak Towers in Louisville.

The verdict against the non-
profit nursing home was re-
turned after a two-week trial be-
fore Judge Brian C. Edwards.

Attorneys William Garmer
and Matt Minner said that Dr. Da-

vid Griffin died less than two
months after he was improperly
transferred from a chair into his
bed — and that Treyton Oak tried
to cover up what happened.

“We got justice today and are
thrilled for our clients and
thrilled for the elderly citizens of
Louisville,” Minner said in an in-
terview.

Minner said that after Grif-
fin’s legs were broken in the Sep-
tember 2008 incident, he was put
back in bed “like it didn’t happen”
and employees were ordered to
change medical records and cov-

er up the incident.
Because of a stroke, Griffin

couldn’t tell anybody “about the
agony he was in,” Minner said.

After being found with two
broken bones on Sept. 24, 2008, he
was treated at a hospital and later
transferred to a different nurs-
ing home. He died Nov. 3.

Scott Whonsetler, who de-
fended Treyton Oak Towers, said
it would appeal.

“We are profoundly, profound-
ly disappointed that we were un-
able to convey to the jury how
much we cared for this man,” he
said in an interview.

Whonsetler also said “we cate-
gorically deny that there was any

cover-up whatsoever” and said no
abuse or neglect was ever sub-
stantiated.

Whonsetler said Griffin had
severe osteoporosis and doctors
failed to inform nursing home
employees of this diagnosis.
Whonsetler said it is unknown ex-
actly how Griffin’s legs were bro-
ken.

The verdict was returned af-
ter the jury deliberated for about
two hours and included $2 million
for pain and suffering, $1 million
for violating the state nursing
home statute and $5 million in pu-
nitive damages.

The plaintiffs claimed Griffin
was transferred without a lift and

by only one nursing assistant, in
violation of the nursing home’s
care plan, which required two as-
sistants.

That was disputed by the nurs-
ing home. No one answered a
phone call to the nursing home.

Griffin was in his mid-80s and
had retired many years before he
was injured, Garmer said.

He had been a patient in Trey-
ton Oak Tower’s skilled residen-
tial facility.

Reporter Jason Riley can be reached
at (502) 584-2197. Reporter Andrew
Wolfson can be reached at (502)
582-7189.

Nursing home liable for $8M
Jury finds in favor of surgeon’s estate

By Andrew Wolfson
and Jason Riley
The Courier-Journal

The Metropolitan Sewer Dis-
trict plans to make its first pro-
gress report to the Kentucky
state auditor today, two months
after the state agency issued a
scathing review of its manage-
ment and financial practices.

“There has been a lot accom-
plishedover60days,” interimEx-
ecutive Director Greg Heitzman
said Monday, after the MSD
board acted on 15 more of the 150
recommendations for improve-
ments that were part of the audit.

Heitzman estimated that MSD
and its newly constituted but still
depleted board have accom-
plished about 40 percent of the
audit’s recommendations, includ-
ing adopting a new ethics policy
and putting new scrutiny on dis-
cretionary spending. He said he
expects to detail that progress in
a letter to be sent to the state audi-
tor today.

On Monday, the MSD board
adopted new policies for its inter-
nal auditing, taking 15 of the rec-
ommendations from the auditor
designed to make sure the board
knows about all internal audits
being conducted and gets regular
reports on their progress. The au-
ditor had found there was no for-
mal process for initiating, per-
forming, reporting or distribut-
ing internal audits.

Board members rejected one
of the auditor’s recommenda-
tions, deciding they would allow
all drafts of internal audits to go
first to MSD management in-
stead of first coming to the

MSD
to give
audit
report
Official says ‘a lot’
was accomplished
By James Bruggers
jbruggers@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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All 278 windows in Union
Station, including 40 that are
stained glass, are being re-
stored as part of the Transit
Authority of River City’s ef-
fort to make its historic head-
quarters at 1000 W. Broadway
more energy efficient.

The $1.7 million project is
part of a long-term TARC ef-
fort expected to cost about
$4 million to cut its annual util-
ity costs of more than $140,000
by nearly half, TARC Execu-
tive Director Barry Barker
said. A federal grant will pay
most of the cost.

“Our intent is to preserve
part of Louisville’s history,”
Barker said, noting that TARC
and the contractor, Corbett
Construction of Louisville, are
working “hand-in-glove” with
the state historic preservation
office.

Union Station opened in
1891, built at a cost of $310,000
by the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad. At the time, it was the
South’s largest train station.
TARC took the site over in
1979.

The building, designed by
F. W. Mobray, features a brick-
faced limestone exterior
trimmed in stone with a pine
floor and stained-glass sky-
light.

When TARC moved in, res-
toration-related work included
new plumbing and electrical
systems, and all the windows
were inspected, cleaned and
repaired.

But Geoff Hobin, TARC’s
special projects manager, said
the windows have probably
never had a thorough restora-
tion.

The work, which recently
began, features removal of
about10 windows at a time. As-

BJB Restoration carpenter Steve Young works from the basket of a lift to remove the stops, or thin wood frames, that hold one of the
stained-glass windows in place at TARC headquarters in Union Station on Broadway. When the stops are out, restoration specialists can
remove the windows piece by piece. JOHN ROTT/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

TARC works
on windows
at its Union
Station site
Effort is part of agency’s plan to make
the headquarters more energy efficient

By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See TARC, Page B8

Ann Klein, an Auschwitz sur-
vivor and one of the Louisville
area’s last surviving Holocaust
educators who could give eye-
witness testimony to its atroc-
ities, died Monday. She was 90.

Klein, who had suffered heart
and kidney ailments, was tended
and serenaded in her final days
by family members, including
her husband of 65 years, Sandor,
at Hosparus Inpatient Care Cen-
ter in Louisville.

Klein tirelessly promoted
awareness of the Holocaust —
the murders of 6 million Jews by
Nazi Germany and its allies —
and of the need to prevent the re-
currence of genocide.

“I feel like it’s my duty to talk
about it,” she once said.

Her public talks have always
“not been about her,” said her
son, Robert, of Nashville, Tenn.
“She talked about tolerance and
love. That’s what makes it so
powerful.”

Klein, who lost her parents,
future parents-in-law and two
brothers to the Holocaust, didn’t

talk as much
about the ordeal
in the first dec-
ades after World
War II.

She immigrat-
ed to the United
States from her
native Hungary
to marry Sandor
Klein, her childhood sweetheart
who had already come to Amer-
ica, and they soon were busy
raising four children.

About 30 years ago, she gave
an interview to a historian friend
and began to realize she had a
powerful story to tell, family
members said. She began to
speak in school classrooms and

at Holocaust memorial services.
Klein told listeners of the de-

portation of her family and other
Jews to a ghetto, their suffocat-
ing train ride to the notorious
Auschwitz death camp in Poland,
their separation on arrival and
the forced winter march she en-
dured before finally being liber-
ated by American troops.

“She loved speaking to young
people, and they in turn were
touched by her grace and digni-
ty,” said Fred Gross, a Holocaust
survivor and author from Louis-
ville. “She talked about her har-
rowing life as a young woman
without bitterness but with a

Auschwitz survivor Ann Klein dies
She promoted awareness of Holocaust

By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Klein

See KLEIN, Page B8

Two numbers jump out
from Louisville’s 77-74
win in Morgantown,
hands down the Cards’
best win of the season: 8
and 2.
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Read the rest from U of L fan
Tom Heiser on his blog,
www.courier-journal.com/
uoflfanblog
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