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Southern Indiana:
Light wintry mix early
today, 1’’ or less accu-
mulation. Partly cloudy
tomorrow.
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Syracuse edges
Cards 52-51
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NEAR
UPSET

Union leaders threatened Monday to
withhold donations from the Fund for the
Arts unless that group and Mayor Greg
Fischer convene a special panel to resolve
the nearly year-old
dispute between
the Louisville Or-
chestra and its mu-
sicians.

The unions —
including the Jef-
ferson County
Teachers Associa-
tion, the Interna-
tional Association
of Fire Fighters,
the United Auto
Workers and the
International
Brotherhood of
Teamsters — rallied Monday outside the
Brown Theatre with the musicians, who
have been without a contract since May 31.

About 100 union members and musi-
cians attended the gathering, where Bill
Londrigan, Kentucky State AFL-CIO
president, cited a report written recently
by orchestra industry consultant Henry
Fogel that states that the “Fund for the
Arts, ideally in cooperation with the may-
or, should convene a blue-ribbon commit-
tee to examine all aspects of the situation

Union
leaders
support
players
Fund for Arts donations
may be withheld, they say
By Elizabeth Kramer
ekramer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See ORCHESTRA, Page A5

ON THE WEB
To read orchestra
industry consultant
Henry Fogel’s report
recommending that
the Fund for the Arts
and Mayor Greg
Fischer convene a
blue-ribbon commit-
tee to resolve the
impasse, go to
www.courier-jour-
nal.com.

The New Albany-Floyd County school
board faced down standing-room-only op-
position and approved an immediate 20
percent raise for Superintendent Bruce
Hibbard during the board’s regular meet-
ing Monday night.

In a 5-2 vote, the board boosted Hib-
bard’s annual base pay by $28,500 to
$170,500 and extended his contract by two
years through the 2014-2015 school year.
The pact also includes a $10,000 bonus for
the current school year to be paid on July1.

Hibbard’s new annual compensation
package is $189,400, including previous
deferred compensation of $12,000 and
monthly stipends of $500 for a vehicle and
$75 for a cellphone.

Board members Rebecca Gardenour
and Lee Cotner voted against the raise, cit-
ing a continuing budget crunch in the dis-
trict. “According to our financial officers,

New Albany
school chief
will receive
20% raise
By Harold J Adams
hjadams@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See HIBBARD, Page A5

WASHINGTON — Taking a pass on
reining in government growth, Presi-
dent Barack Obama unveiled a record
$3.8 trillion election-year budget plan
Monday, calling for stimulus-style
spending on roads and schools and tax in-
creases on the wealthy to help pay the
costs. The ideas landed with a thud on
Capitol Hill.

Though the Pentagon and a number of
Cabinet agencies would get squeezed,
Obama would leave the spiraling growth
of health care programs for the elderly
and the poor largely unchecked. The plan
claims $4 trillion in deficit savings over
the coming decade, but most of it would
be through tax increases Republicans
oppose, lower war costs already in mo-
tion and budget cuts enacted last year in

a debt pact with GOP lawmakers.
Many of the ideas in the White House

plan for the 2013 budget year will be
thrashed out during this year’s election
campaigns as the Republicans try to oust
Obama from the White House and add
Senate control to their command of the
House.

“We can’t just cut our way into
growth,” Obama said at a campaign-style
rally at a community college in the vote-
rich Northern Virginia suburbs. “We can
cut back on the things that we don’t need,
but we also have to make sure that every-

$3.8 TRILLION
OBAMA'S RECORD BUDGET PLAN
DEFICIT: Plan claims
$4 trillion in savings
in the coming decade

TAXES: Would increase
for couples making
more than $250,000 a
year

GOP REACTION:
President is
campaigning rather
than leading

President Barack Obama speaks on his new budget to students at Northern Virginia Community College on Monday. Obama unveiled
a budget packed with populist tax increases on the rich and infrastructure and jobs spending. AP

By Andrew Taylor
Associated Press

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
» $411 million for destruction
of chemical weapons stored at
the Blue Grass Army Depot in
Madison County.
» $132.2 million for funding
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion
Plant clean-up of chemical and
radiological contamination
from nuclear weapons work.
» $371.9 million for the federal
Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, which enforces
mine safety.
» $10 billion for leveraging
private investments in projects
such as the proposed Ohio
River bridges.

INSIDE
Obama, Republicans are starting far apart
on spending philosophy, and common
ground appears unlikely. A4

See BUDGET, Page A4

WASHINGTON — Hesitant to be seen as
holding up a payroll tax break for Amer-
ican workers, House GOP leaders will put
forward a new proposal to extend the tax
cut — giving up, for now, on the GOP-led
requirement that it must be paid for, as
talks on a compromise with Democrats

have stalled.
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio,

and other leaders said their backup plan
could come for a vote as soon as this week,
as Congress struggles to find common
ground before the tax break expires Feb.
29.

“This is not our first choice,” Boehner
and his leadership team, including Major-
ity Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., said in a
joint statement. “But in the face of the
Democrats’ stonewalling and obstruc-
tionism, we are prepared to act to protect
small businesses and our economy from

the consequences of Washington Demo-
crats’ political games.”

“It is prudent for our leadership to
take whatever action is necessary to en-
sure American workers are not hit with a
tax increase on March 1,” said Rep. Dave
Camp, R-Mich., the lead GOP negotiator.

Republicans are seeking to shift the
debate on the tax break for 160 million
working Americans. Last year’s show-
down left them badly battered in the polls
as they insisted the tax break be paid for

GOPwants tokeeppayroll taxcut
House leaders give up on
plan to pay for it for now
By Lisa Mascaro
Tribune Washington Bureau

See PAYROLL, Page A2

Is it really a better way to meet someone special?
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Call 502-584-3600
or 888-584-3600

to apply or visit your local
Republic Bank banking center.

Republic Bank

Quick & Simple
Home Refinance Loan

! Up to 15 year fixed rate loan
! $199 closing costs
! Ten minute application process

3.750% Interest Rate

3.920% APR*

* Loan example: $150,000 fixed rate loan - 3.920% Annual Percentage Rate with 240 payments of $889.33. Rate and APR as of 2/13/2012. $199 Promotional closing costs available for loan amounts up to $417,000; title insurance may be required. 80% loan to value. Primary checking account with loan payment ACH
required for promotional closing costs. Subject to change daily. Limited time offer. Terms, costs, and rates subject to change. Please contact one of our banking officers for information on higher loan amounts. Examples do not include monthly taxes and insurance and your actual payment may be greater. Loan
subject to underwriting and approval. Republic Bank and Trust Company Loan Originator ID #402606. CJ-0000326976
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