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play basketball at tournament time and 
see their team fall behind.

I didn’t quite understand the state’s 
passion for college hoops because I grew 
up in Virginia and went to the University 
of Virginia. My alma mater lost far more 
games than it won when I was there 
while Kentucky has won more games 
than any other school in the country.

When Kentucky and Louisville met 
in 1983 in the Elite 8 round of the NCAA 
Tournament, the two schools didn’t play 
as regularly as they do now. Before the 
big game that year, I said in the newspa-
per that Louisville would win.

I thought my prediction would be a 
popular one because most of our read-
ers lived closer to Louisville than Lex-
ington. I couldn’t have been more wrong 
and my life changed over night.

As soon as the paper hit the streets, 

I won’t make the same mistake I 
made back in 1983 because I know 
more now than I did back then. That’s 
the year Kentucky and the University 
of Louisville met in the NCAA Tourna-
ment for the fi rst time in 53 years.

Although I’ve always been a college 
basketball fan, in 1983 I had only lived 
in Kentucky a few years and didn’t 
grasp the fever that consumes so many 
college basketball fans in this state. I 
didn’t know some people, like my good 
friend Betty Shinkle, develop breath-
ing problems while watching Kentucky 

my grocer, Ken Herndon and my phar-
macist, Bill Beverly, banned me from 
their stores. Not only that, our UPS driv-
er, Mac Ernst, refused to deliver pack-
ages addressed to the newspaper.  I also 
received a bunch of hate mail including 
a letter from a woman in Lexington who 
said she was going to shoot me, run over 
me and then shoot me again.

Until 1983, I thought Kentucky bas-
ketball fans were like most other sports 
fans who celebrate when their team wins 
and cry in their beer for a few hours when 
they lose. I had no idea that to their fans, 
Kentucky basketball is more important 
than life itself.

There’s no question Saturday’s Fi-
nal Four game between Kentucky and 
Louisville will be a grudge match of 
epic proportions and the most important 
sporting event the state has ever seen.

Virgie Sanders

This and That

See School Board, page 3

Both teams have fervent fans who 
don’t care for their neighbors a bit. That 
venom runs especially deep for Ken-
tucky fans because their former coach, 
Rick Pitino, now coaches Louisville. 
He took the Wildcats to three Final 
Fours and won the national champion-
ship in 1996. He then abandoned the 
team and wound up taking a job at the 
school’s most hated rival.

Kentucky beat Louisville 69 to 62 
last News Year’s Eve and has looked 
like the best team in the country all 
year. This time I’m going to predict the 
Wildcats will beat the Cardinals this 
Saturday night. I’m not saying that just 
because I want to be able to shop at my 
local grocery store and pharmacy and 
receive packages from UPS. I also want 
Betty Shinkle to be able to continue to 
breathe easily.

See Speedway, page 3

This year I’m picking Kentucky

Easter in the churches - See page 12

KY 35 was reopened at 
the Kentucky Speedway 
last Wednesday, March 
21, after 75 days of con-
struction work. That same 
day offi cials gathered at 
the racetrack to say last 
year’s massive traffi c jam 
the day of the NASCAR 
Spring Cup race won’t be 
repeated.

Rt. 35 had been closed 
since Jan. 18 to allow 
crews to install a pedestri-
an tunnel underneath the 
highway. That tunnel will 
allow race fans to access 
the track from the speed-
way’s new parking areas.

At last week’s press 
conference a computer-
ized model was used to 
simulate traffi c fl ow the 
day of the Quaker State 
400 on June 30. The 
model refl ected the speed-
way’s newly expanded 
parking areas as well as 
widening the nearby exit 
ramp off I-71 and of KY 
35. The model showed 
the longest delay on the 
Interstate this year would 
be 14 minutes. Last year, 
thousands of race fans 
were stuck in traffi c jams 
on the Interstate and could 
not get to the track to see 

the race.
The track’s owner, 

Bruton Smith, attended 
the meeting and said he’s 
convinced the track has 
fi xed the access problems 
that marred the inaugural 
running of the Quaker 
State 400 last year.

The Speedway will 
work with the Kentucky 
State Police, Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 
and its parking company 
to fi nalize plans for this 
year’s race.

“The important thing 
for us is to have a plan 
that everybody feels good 
about and that we can 
execute,” said Kentucky 
Speedway general man-
ager Mark Simendinger. 
Simendinger said work 

began to fi x the speed-
way’s problems almost 
immediately after last 
year’s race ended.

Last August, the speed-
way and state committed 
to spending $11 million 
to improve parking and 
roads around the track.

“In retrospect, we need-
ed more lanes, we needed 
more parking spaces, we 
needed more people, we 
needed more everything,” 
said Simendinger.

The state is spending 
$3.7 million to widen 
the off-ramp from south-
bound I-71 to KY 35 and 
to widen KY 35 to fi ve 
lanes with two full shoul-
ders that can be used as 
traffi c lanes on race day.

Speedway’s plan
should ensure a
smooth race day
KY 35 reopens 12 days early

Virgie Sanders, one of 
Gallatin County’s most 
beloved citizens, died last 
Sunday, March 25th, at 
Carroll County Memo-
rial Hospital. She was 
100 years old and lived 
for many years on High 
Street in Warsaw.

Mrs. Sanders was well 
known for her long career 
as the “Warsaw Society” 
columnist for the Gallatin 
County News. She retired 
from that position just last 
year after several decades 
of writing. She was also 
the deputy circuit court 
clerk in Gallatin County 
for 20 years before retir-
ing in 1982.

She was also an avid 
gardner known for her 
delicious vegetables and 

beautiful fl owers
After growing up in 

Owen County, Mrs. Sand-
ers moved to Gallatin in 
1931 with her late hus-
band, L.G. Sanders. They 
had two sons, the late 
William Carroll Sanders, 
and Sam Sanders of Glen-
coe. They also had seven 
grandchildren, 12 great 
grandchildren and ten 
great-great grandchildren.

Other survivors include 
her brother, Sam Adams 
of Carrollton, and daugh-
ter-in-law DeEtta Sanders 
of Covington. Mrs. Sand-
ers was preceded in death 
by her husband and son, 
great granddaughter Cas-
sandra Beach and great-
great granddaughter An-
gel Beach.

One of the highlights 
for the Sanders family 
was celebrating Virgie’s 
100th birthday last June 
at the Extension Offi ce. 
More than 200 friends and 
family members attended 
the party, coming from all 
parts of the country.

A longtime member 
of the Warsaw Baptist 
Church, Mrs. Sanders was 
also very active in the Na-

poleon Homemakers Club 
and other civic societies.

Visitation will be Sun-
day, April 1, from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Garnett-
New-McDonald Funeral 
Home in Warsaw. Funeral 
services will begin at 2 
p.m., Monday, April 2nd, 
at the funeral home. An 

online guest register is 
available at www.mcdon-
aldandnew.com.

The family asks that 
memorial contributions 
be made to the American 
Lung Association at 1301 
Pennsylvania Ave, NW, 
Suite 800, Washington 
D.C. 20004.

Gallatin County’s 
Board of Education is 
in need of a good man 
or woman due to the re-
cent resignation of board 
member Anita McFarland 
who represented the Glen-
coe district.

Anyone living in the 
Glencoe district (District 
3) and who is interested 
in being appointed to the 
board may pick up an ap-
plication at the Wallace 
Central Board Offi ce in 
Warsaw or download one 
from the school’s website: 
gallatin.kyschools.us. Ap-
plications must be post-
marked by April 9, 2012. 
See page 8 for a public 
notice concerning the va-

cancy on the board.
The Kentucky Com-

missioner of Education 
will appoint the person to 
fi ll out McFarland’s term 
with guidance from the 
Board. That person will 
serve until Jan. 2013, be-
cause the seat is up for 
election this November.

“Mrs. McFarland 
served our students, 
teachers and community 
faithfully from 1997 to 
2012,” said Superinten-
dent of Schools Dot Per-
kins. “During that time 
she was instrumental in 
decisions regarding bud-
gets, effi cient use of tax-
payer money, and ensur-

Virgie Sanders dies at 100 years

Flame thrower
Sophomore pitcher Danielle Nichelson has helped her team get off to 

strong start. The Lady Wildcats have won two of three games and Dan-
ielle has thrown shutouts again Calvary Christian and Williamstown. 
Photo by Kelley Warnick

You can get help with 
your spring-cleaning dur-
ing the annual Gallatin 
County Clean Up Days to 
be held Thursday-Satur-
day, April 12, 13 and 14.

During that time, resi-
dents will be able to use 
dumpsters located at the 
Napoleon/Concord pre-
cinct, at the old school in 
Glencoe, at the city park 

in Sparta and on Third
St. in Warsaw next to the
Health Department. The 
dumpsters will be open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. No 
tires or propane cylinders 
will accepted.

Anyone who needs
help disposing of their 
unwanted debris or items 
should call 567-5691 or
743-1171 for assistance.

County will host
Clean Up Days

Fire extinguisher
Glencoe fi reman Josh Glacken used water 

from a “water pack” to put out a brush fi re at
Todd Freyler’s Timberline Rd. home last Thurs-
day, March 22. There was no serious damage or
injuries. Photo by Kathleen Niece

School Board needs
Glencoe member


