
By DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — One swing
cost Tiger Woods a comfortable
lead at Bay Hill. All that mattered
to him was his name atop the
leaderboard at the end of the day,
leaving him one round away from
winning on the PGA Tour for the
first time in 30 months.

If anything, Saturday showed
that it won’t be easy in the Arnold
Palmer Invitational.

In two holes, Woods went from
a four-shot lead to briefly tied
with Graeme McDowell after a
bizarre chain of events that fea-
tured a young man passing out
and a woman screaming, all in
the middle of Woods’ swing on
the 15th tee.

But he followed the double
bogey with a birdie from a fair-
way bunker on the par-5 16th to
restore his lead, and then hung on
for a 1-under 71 that gave him a
one-shot lead over McDowell
going into the final round.

McDowell didn’t make a birdie
until the 17th hole, but he was
bogey-free on a tough day for a 71.

Woods is 37-2 when he has the
outright lead going into the final
round, and today will show if he
has regained his status as the
most formidable closer in golf.

Woods, who was at 11-under
205, last won on the PGA Tour on
Sept. 13, 2009, at the BMW
Championship. That also was the
last time he had the outright lead at
a PGA Tour event after 54 holes.

He has never had a better
chance to end the drought than
now – in the lead and on a course
where he has won a record six
times.

“I enjoy it,” Woods said of his
place atop the leaderboard. “It
means I’ve played well to get
there. It’s not like I’m slashing it
all over the place and happened to
be at 11-under par. If you’re in the
lead, you’ve done some good
things. That’s how I’ve always
looked at it, and it’s a nice posi-
tion to be in.”

Woods has such control of his
golf ball that he went 38 consecu-
tive holes with a putter in his
hand for a birdie attempt. 

The last time Woods and
McDowell played in the final
group of any tournament,
McDowell rallied from four shots
behind and beat Woods in a play-
off in the Chevron World Chal-
lenge at the end of 2010.

“The golf course is going to be
the main competitor tomorrow,”
McDowell said.

Indeed, it might not be just
them.

Ernie Els rekindled his hopes of
getting into the Masters with six
birdies in a round of 67 that left
him only three shots behind. Ian
Poulter had a 68 and also was tied
for third, while Charles Howell III
(68) and Sony Open winner John-
son Wagner (69) were four behind.

Els played the opening two
rounds with Woods and didn’t get
much out of his game. That
changed Saturday during a strong
run up the leaderboard that at least
gave him a reasonable chance to

get into the Masters – and possibly
win Bay Hill for the third time.

The Big Easy is at No. 62 in
the world and needs to crack the
top 50 after today to get an invita-
tion to Augusta. He could get
there by finishing alone in third
place – provided Matteo Man-
assero doesn’t win in Morocco on
the European Tour, or Howell
doesn’t finish alone in second
place at Bay Hill.

It gets complicated with the
world ranking, even without a
calculator. Els hasn’t even both-
ered to do the math.

“I know I’ve got to finish ...
really, almost winning. I’ve got to
almost win, or something like
that,” Els said. “But if I’m in, I’m
in. And if I’m not, I’m just glad
my game is coming around. What-
ever happens, I feel like I can have
a good year now. I feel like the
hard work is starting to pay off.”

Els rolled in a 30-foot birdie
putt on the ninth hole for a 32 on
the front, getting him into the pic-
ture. His lone lapse came on the
15th, and he did well to escape
with bogey. His ball was sitting
slightly down in a fairway bunker,
and Els hit the lip with his
approach, the ball coming back
into the sand. He blasted the next
out onto the green and two-putted.

Tiffany King,
11, of Glasgow

came in third
of 30 bowlers
in the USBC
Youth Pepsi

Bowling
Tournament
on March 3
at Eastland

Lanes in
Lexington.
Tiffany is a

fifth-grader at
Red Cross

Elementary.

Photo submitted

DAILY NEWS, BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 2012 - PAGE 3BSports

 $0
 Engine Oil Services

 Inspection Services

 Wiper Blade Inserts

 Brake Pads

 Brake Discs

 Engine Drive Belts

 Brake Fluid Services

 Maintenance*
 For the first 4 years
 or 50,000 miles

 BMW  Of Bowling Green
 325 Three Springs Rd •  270-745-0001

 BMWofBowlingGreen.com
 * All lease options excludes tax, title, license & registration fees. Program available to qualified

 customers. Subject to credit approval. See participating dealer for details.

 BMW Ultimate 
 Service

 2012 128i Coupe

 $349*/month for 36 months
 Monthly lease payments of $349 for 36 months based on MSRP of $36,195, $2500 down payment

 2012 328i Sedan

 $399*/month for 36 months
 Monthly lease payments of $399 for 36 months based on MSRP of $39,395, $2750 down payment

 2012 328i Convertible

 $459*/month for 36 Months
 Monthly lease payments of $459 for 36 months based on MSRP of $50,595, $3200 down payment

 2012 528i Sedan

 $549*/month for 36 Months
 Monthly lease payments of $549 for 36 months based on MSRP of $50,045, $1900 down payment

 2012 650i Coupe

 $899*/month for 36 months
 Monthly lease payments of $899 for 36 months based on MSRP of $85,695, $5000 down payment

 2012 740i Sedan

 $769*/month for 36 months
 Monthly lease payments of $769 for 36 months based on MSRP of $73,595, $3000 down payment

 2012 X3 xDrive28i

 $459*/month for 36 months
 Monthly lease payments of $459 for 36 months based on MSRP of $38,995, $2750 down payment

 2012 X5 xDrive35i

 $629*/month for 36 months
 Monthly lease payments of $629 for 36 months based on MSRP of $56,095, $3000 down payment

 BMW of
 Bowling Green

GOLF

COMMUNITY SPORTS

Briefly
Greenwood baseball team blanks Larue Co.

The Greenwood baseball team improved to 3-2 on Saturday, beat-
ing Larue County 3-0 at home.

Junior pitcher Dexter Cline tossed a complete game for the Gators,
striking out nine batters and allowing five hits in seven innings.

Junior Stephen Bratcher drove in two runs with two doubles, while
Cody Spalding added an RBI single.

Greenwood begins District 14 play at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at Bowl-
ing Green.

South Warren tennis team splits Saturday
The South Warren tennis program split with Central Hardin on

Saturday, with the boys’ team winning 3-2 and the Lady Spartans
falling 5-0.

Kenny Wilson and Scott Jones picked up singles wins, while
Evan Breakfield and Jacob Neiman picked up a doubles victory.

South Warren was also swept by Owensboro Catholic earlier in
the day, with the boys’ team losing 5-0 and the girls falling 4-1.

Emily Tyler picked up the lone win in singles competition.
Both South Warren teams return to action Tuesday, when they

play at Grayson County.

WKU track teams compete at Vanderbilt
The Western Kentucky men’s and women’s track and field teams

began the outdoor campaign this weekend at Vanderbilt in the Black
& Gold Invitational.

Karleigh Parker finished third in the javelin with a mark of 131 feet,
3 inches, which ranks third in the all-time Lady Topper record books
in the event.

Monteka Flowers finished sixth in the women’s shot put with a
mark of 46-83⁄4. Ashley Chervinko finished ninth in the hammer with
a throw of 159-3.

For the men, Cyrus Johnson tied for seventh in the long jump with
a mark of 21-63⁄4, while Evan Pitt tied for seventh in the pole vault with
a clearance of 14-31⁄2.  In the discus, Travis Gerding finished seventh
with a toss of 148-8. Houston Croney moved into fourth all-time in the
Hilltopper record books in the hammer throw, recording an eighth-
place throw of 178-1. Brad Wright was 10th in the shot with a put of
49-61⁄4.

In open track events, Michelle Finn clocked a 1,500-meter time of
4:35.39 to finish sixth, and finished third in the 2,000 steeplechase in
7:00.39.

The men’s 1,600 relay team of Karlis Daube, De’Myco Winston,
Marcus Winstead and Marcus Pope won the event, passing the baton
in 3:14.58. The women’s team of Sherria Hester, Gelela Cooley,
Kristina Volfova and Irma Maciukaite was runner-up, clocking
3:48.41.

The teams will return to action next weekend at the Ole Miss Invi-
tational.

Reds closer Madson will miss 2012 season
GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Cincinnati Reds closer Ryan Madson will

miss the 2012 season because of a torn ligament in his right elbow.
Madson returned to Cincinnati and was examined by team medical

director Dr. Timothy Kremchek. The Reds said Saturday that Krem-
chek told general manager Walt Jocketty the ligament was torn from
the bone of Madson’s right elbow.

— From staff and wire reports

Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP
Tiger Woods walks off the second green Saturday during the third
round of the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tournament at Bay Hill in
Orlando, Fla.

Woods takes
1-shot lead
at Bay Hill


