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Special
session one

and done
FRANKFORT— The 2012 special

session came and went this past
week, as both chambers were able

to approve both a budget for Kentucky’s
transportation needs
and legislation to
combat so-called “pill
mills” in the common-
wealth.
House Bill 2 was es-

sentially the agreed
upon version of the
transportation budget
bill in the regular ses-
sion, House Bill 266.
The $4.5 billion
budget will pay for
road construction projects in various
phases, from planning and design to those
that are ready to be built. This bill was
held up on the final day of the regular ses-
sion because of a disagreement between
the leader of the Senate and the governor
over approval of House Bill 267, which lays
out the construction phase of Kentucky’s
highways in the coming two years.
There is controversy over the agreement

on House Bill 267. The conference commit-
tee of House and Senate members never
met to discuss it, but instead, a few select
legislators met behind closed doors to de-
cide on which projects received priority. It
is a tactic that is unfair to the majority of
legislators in both chambers, and to the
people of Kentucky.
We must be open and transparent re-

garding all legislative matters, not just dur-
ing the conference committee meetings on
the general budget.
House Bill 1, which was the other bill

under consideration in the special session,
seeks to make several changes in the med-
ical community to combat those who place
profits above patients by handing out large
prescriptions of controlled drugs like Oxy-
Contin, much of which ends up being sold
on the streets.
House Bill 1 in the special session was

the original version filed as House Bill 4 in
the regular session. However, the Senate
filed a committee substitute that put in
place many of the revisions agreed upon by
the conference committee, and the Senate
also changed the funding source from the
multi-county coal severance funds to the
mortgage settlement agreement.
The House and Senate finally reached a

compromise on the bill on the last day of
the session. The biggest sticking point had
been on moving the prescription monitor-
ing system known as KASPER to the attor-
ney general’s office. The final version of
the bill keeps KASPER in the Cabinet for
Health and Family Services. I did not sup-
port having personal medical records
under the eyes of the attorney general. I
believe this violates privacy issues between
patients and their doctors.
While much has been said in the media

about why we were called back into special
session, my concern is the behavior of the
legislature during both sessions. We began
our task of doing the “work of the people”
on Jan. 3, yet we did not take up important
issues such as the budget until very late in
the session, thus causing the extension.
We were also dealing with the pill mill

bill in the last moments of the special ses-
sion. The road plan was produced during a
behind closed doors meeting that excluded
many of the very members of the commit-
tee.
This is not the way our legislature needs

to behave. We must be transparent in all
that we do, and give the people of Ken-
tucky the opportunity to have input in
these important issues. I am a great be-
liever in common sense government, and I
have witnessed that it is severely lacking
in Frankfort. I know there are many legis-
lators who agree with me, but unfortu-
nately, we find ourselves in a legislature
that is controlled by a few who put their
personal interests and political gamesman-
ship ahead of the interests of the people of
Kentucky.
We must change this way of doing busi-

ness for the people of Kentucky. We all de-
serve better.

As always, I welcome your comments
and concerns about any issues facing our
Commonwealth. I can be reached through
the toll-free message line in Frankfort at
1-800-372-7181. A taped message contain-
ing information on legislative committee
meeting schedules is available by calling
1-800-633-9650, and information on the
status of each bill is available by calling
1-866-840-2835. If you have Internet ac-
cess, I can be reached at donna.may-
field@lrc.ky.gov, or you may keep track of
legislation through the Kentucky Legisla-
ture Home Page at www.lrc.ky.gov.

Donna Mayfield

As usual politics, but no consensus
WASHINGTON— A new level of

provocation came to the immigra-
tion fight last week when Demo-

cratic members of
Congress paraded a
quartet of undocu-
mented immigrants on
the Capitol grounds and
used them as a backdrop
to taunt the Republi-
cans.
Rep. Nydia Velazquez

of New York, speaking
Spanish to the cameras,
counseled Latinos not to
vote Republican. “As
long as Republican candidates cling to radi-
cal anti-immigrant ideology they will lose an-
other generation of Hispanic voters,” she said
in English.
Rep. Ruben Hinojosa of Texas accused Re-

publicans of “a slap in the face.” Rep. Sil-
vestre Reyes, another Texan, accused likely
Republican presidential nominee Mitt Rom-
ney of being a “basher” of immigrants’ hopes.
Though they stood just steps from the

Capitol, they made no pretense that their ap-
pearance was anything but campaigning.
Rep. Luis Gutierrez of Illinois, the first
speaker, took just 12 seconds to confess that
he expects no legislative action this year on
the DREAM Act, which would allow the for-
eign-born children of illegal immigrants (like
those standing with the lawmakers) to earn
citizenship by going to college or serving in
the military. “The opposition toward immi-
gration and opposition toward immigration
reform runs too deep with the Republicans,”
Gutierrez announced.
The politics for Democrats are irresistible.

After a primary season in which Romney
tried to outdo his Republican rivals in tough-
ness on illegal immigration, he is shaking his

Etch a Sketch with fury. Though he plainly
announced his support for Arizona’s law
cracking down on illegal immigrants, he is
now claiming he only supported one benign
piece of it. He has also disowned Kris
Kobach, the Kansas secretary of state and an
immigration hard-liner, after embracing his
advice during the primary.
Even within the GOP, pressure is building

on Romney to soften his immigration posi-
tion. As the Democrats were parading Thurs-
day outside the Capitol’s East Front, Sen.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., a possible Romney vice
presidential pick, announced that he wanted
to find a way to allow the foreign-born chil-
dren of illegal immigrants to remain legally
in the United States.
But rather than embrace Rubio’s olive

branch (he is, after all, taking a position at
odds with many in his party), the lawmakers,
all from the Congressional Hispanic Caucus,
derided him as a “wolf in sheep’s clothing.”
This refusal to contemplate any sort of

compromise will continue to stall the
DREAM Act Democrats’ cause of immigration
reform. It’s just one of many issues where
consensus would be relatively easy but con-
flict proves more satisfying.
I was thinking about this because of what

Vice President Biden said in a speech
Wednesday at the Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. “I know from experience,” he
said, “if you tried to do it all, you don’t gener-
ate a consensus. And the single most impor-
tant thing is for us to have a cultural
consensus that this is a god-awful problem.”
Biden was talking about the Violence

Against Women Act, which he authored in
the Senate. But if the administration had fol-
lowed his advice, President Obama might not
have a health reform law in jeopardy before
the Supreme Court and unified Republican
opposition. Even on the renewal of Biden’s

Violence Against Women Act, Democrats
broke the consensus by adding in new provi-
sions regarding same-sex couples and illegal
immigrants.
It’s the same story on taxes and the debt,

but immigration may be the issue most re-
sistant to the obvious consensus: a need for
both enforcement and legalization.
At their event last week, the Congressional

Hispanic Caucus members were so hurried to
score points that they tripped over their
words.
Gutierrez spoke of an “electrical” map

through Latino neighborhoods. Rep. Raul
Grijalva, D-Ariz., also reaching for electoral,
spoke of “this electrical season.” All the talk
of electricity took Rep. Ed Pastor, D-Ariz.,
back to a time before it was universal: “They
have to make sure that this cycle, in 1912, we
elect a ... Congress that will restore their
dream.”
The undocumented young people, as it

turned out, gave compelling accounts. Lucy
Allain spoke about how she confronted Rom-
ney on immigration at an event a few months
ago. A recent law-school grad, Jose Manuel
Godinez, declared: “I’m undocumented, un-
apologetic and unafraid.”
But rather than hear such tales, the law-

makers departed after their own statements,
drawing the reporters and cameras with
them. “I think we lost half of our crowd,” ob-
served the organizer, Erika Andiola.
“They had to vote,” explained Gutierrez,

who promptly disappeared as well.
Andiola, noticing that some lawmakers

were instead granting TV interviews, asked a
staffer if “they really have to vote.”
Yes, they did. But, as usual, not for any-

thing important.

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com.

Dana Milbank

G U E S T E D I T O R I A L

Kentucky is among many states that
continue to have a poor record
when it comes to conforming to a

basic directive of federal law: publicly dis-
closing information about child abuse and
neglect in cases that result in a death or
life-threatening injury.
Kentucky earned a big fat C in the survey

that ranks states with letter grades A
through F— a ranking that remained vir-
tually unchanged from the first such na-
tional survey in 2008. ...
“A culture of secrecy in states across the

country continues to hamper efforts to
stem the tide of child abuse-related fatali-
ties and near-fatalities,” according to the
two groups which produced the report, the
Children’s Advocacy Institute at the Uni-
versity of San Diego School of Law and
First Star, a Washington-based child advo-
cacy group. ...
In fact the only thing that changed in

Kentucky was that a state judge last year
ordered the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services to follow state open records law,
as the report notes.
And that came only after a two-year bat-

tle by the state’s two largest newspapers,
The Courier-Journal and the Lexington
Herald Leader, a battle that continues even
as the cabinet has begun disclosing some
— but not all — of the records Franklin
Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd ordered re-
leased.
Even as the administration of Gov. Steve

Beshear cites a desire for transparency,
cabinet officials have appealed Shepherd’s
ruling, seeking to withhold significant de-
tails of child abuse death and injury cases.
Kentucky law, in conformance with fed-

eral law, permits release of state records in
the case of a child abuse death or serious
injury.
But Kentucky officials, until a judge told

them to, declined to release any such
records, citing the need for confidentiality.
That desire for confidentiality is mis-

placed, according to the Children’s Advo-
cacy Institute report. ...
All 50 states are eager to accept the mil-

lions of dollars for child protection that
flow from the federal Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Training Act known as CAPTA. But
many, including Kentucky, are less willing
to follow the provision of CAPTA that calls
for “public disclosure of the findings or in-
formation about the case of child abuse or
neglect which has resulted in a child fatal-
ity or near fatality.”
... CAPTA comes up for reauthorization in

2015 and the institute’s report recom-
mends Congress tighten the language of
the federal law at that time. ...

The Courier-Journal,
Louisville, April 24

Governor, state agency ignore the law


