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‘Mini’ now maxi

Frankie Robinson, above, ran in the first Kentucky Derby Festival miniMarathon and the next 37. He broke the streak
last year but will run again on Saturday. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

When Frankie Robinson
trained for the first Ken-
tucky Derby Festival mini-
Marathon in 1974, he and
other runners practiced
their hobby on tracks and
parks — Robinson mostly
ran on his lunch breaks, of-
ten at what was then Bellar-
mine College.

There were no high-tech
running shoes or moisture-
wicking shirts, and some
runners could be seen in
cut-off jeans and Chuck
Taylor tennis shoes. And if
you ran on a road, motorists
shouted obscenities — “peo-
ple thought you were cra-
zy,” said Robinson, now 79.

“In the early days, peo-
ple just wanted to be part of
a Derby Festival event,” he
said.

But along the way, run-

Much changed
since 1974 race
By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See RACE, Page A7

ONLINE
Scroll through miniMarathon
photos and see videos at
www.courier-journal.com

INSIDE
Jockey Calvin Borel likes his
Kentucky Derby horse, Take
Charge Indy. C1
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The Kentucky Supreme
Court held Thursday that
universities may not pro-
hibit employees or stu-
dents from storing fire-
arms in vehicles parked on
campuses because it is
“contrary to a fundamental
policy, the right to bear
arms.”

The National Rifle Asso-
ciation hailed the ruling as

an important victory for
gun owners, while the chief

of the Uni-
versity of
Kentucky
police de-
partment
said it it was
“very dis-
appointing”
because it
potentially
limits the

school’s options in safe-
guarding the campus.

The court said UK im-

properly fired a graduate
student who also worked as
an anesthesia technician at
Chandler Medical Center
after a semi-automatic pis-
tol was found in the glove
compartment of his car
parked on university prop-
erty.

The court held that state
laws barring organizations
from prohibiting gun own-
ers from carrying firearms
in their vehicles trumps an-
other statute that gave uni-
versities the right to “con-

trol the possession of dead-
ly weapons on any property
owned by them.”

The court ruled the law
protecting gun owners
should prevail because the
General Assembly specifi-
cally said it should be “lib-
erally construed to carry
out the constitutional right
to be bear arms for self-de-
fense.”

But universities may
still ban anyone from car-
rying a gun on their person
on campus property.

An attorney for Michael

Guns OK in campus vehicles
Ky. Supreme Court rules against university ban

By Andrew Wolfson
awolfson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See GUNS, Page A5

Schroder

Just days after charging William
Clyde Gibson with murdering two wom-
en in separate incidents, police on
Thursday searched for
a missing woman in the
Ohio River near New
Albany, saying they
were acting on a lead
developed in the Gibson
investigation.

Stephanie Marie
Kirk, 35, of Charles-
town, was last seen
about1p.m. March 25 as
she left a friend’s home
in the 1300 block of East
Spring Street in New Al-
bany.

“We’re searching for
her and there is that pos-
sibility that that is
where she is,” said Clark
County Sheriff Danny
Rodden — though a de-
tective said later that
investigators are also
following up on reports
that Kirk had been spot-
ted in Jeffersonville
and elsewhere since her
disappearance.

New Albany police
Maj. Keith Whitlow
would not confirm what
searchers were looking
for near the riverfront,
but he said police are
following up on infor-
mation developed in the
Gibson investigation.

“At this point, we are
still looking for evi-
dence,” he said.

On Thursday morn-
ing, a New Albany Fire Department boat
carried investigators near the Galla-

Kirk
search
turns
to river
Lead in disappearance
came from murder case
By Harold J Adams
hjadams@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Gibson

Whitis

Hodella

Kirk

SEE THE SEARCH
To see video of the search, find this story
at www.courier-journal.com/indiana.

See RIVER, Page A8
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Horses and riders show off
in touring spectacular
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